ANABAP TISM 


an 


Riſe and Progreſs 


To which is s prefixed, 


Some Account of the Learned Dr. IWI C L 1 F. 
AND 


A Defence of Him from the falſe Charge of bis, and 


bis Followers, denying INFANT Bat pTIsUM. 


By JOUN LEWIS 


Miniſter of i in KEx NT. 


r 


LOND ON: 
Printed for C. Rivixcron and W. Pakk ER, bot 
in St. Paul's Church- yard. M.pcc.xxxv111, 


Price Two Rags 


CO ——__ 


— 25251 KN 


„ „ Ped 2 er r - 


5 8 1 E tumultuous a of 
Fr b Anabaptiſts in Germany, 
of which an imperfect Ace 
count is given in the follow- 
| ing Papers, is, J find, attempted to be 
diſcredited by an Engliſh 
Anabaptiſt, who queſtions Sm. r 
whether it be lawful to be- „1g. 164 
lieve an Hiſtory from the 
Mouth and Pen of an Enemy. But this, 
ſure, is too ignorant and romantic a Sug- 
geſtion, ever to be admitted by Perſons 
in their Senſes. and of any Ingenuity, 
fonce it is to deſtroy all human Faith and 
Credit. The learned and worthy Man 
from whom I have principally taken the 
7 following Account of the German Ana- 
baptiſts,i is Dr. Henry Bullen; ger, who ſuc- 
A2 ceeded 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
ceeded Dr. Huldrick Zuing- 
lius in the chief Paſtorſbip of 
the Church of Zurich; aud he affures us, 
That a good Part of what he relates, be 
Jaw and heard himſelf : Bonam harum 
rerum partem ego iple vidi et audivi. He 
wrote his Book in the vulgar German 


= 1532. 


Dongue, that ſo any one who could, might 


confute it. It was afterwards tranſlated 
into Latin, and printed at Zurich by 
Chriſtopher Froſchover, ſo early as 1560. 
It will, I believe, be allowed to be the 
Effet of a very ſtrong Partiality, to own, 
as the Writer of the Hiſtory of the . : 
5 p ib Anabaptiſts does, in the 
en Caſe of Dr. Wichf, that the 
Popiſis were the beſt capable of giving | 
an Account of Perſons who lived in the 
Times when Dr. Wiclif lived, and yet 
to queſtion abet her it be lawful to be- 
lieve both Papiſts and Proteſtants, in the 
Accounts which they give of the Ana- 
baptiſts tumultuous Carriage, and mad 


ET Ez 


ADVERTISEMENT. v_ 
Opinions, in their Time. | Save, the Pa- 


were as murh Enemies to Dr. Wie = 
lif, as they and the Proviſions were W 
the Anabaptiſts. 4 
The Acconntt here given u b 
liſh Anabaptiſts, is taken, 1. From Ihe 
Chronicles of John Sow, 
who, ave are aſſured by an E 
abie Judge, was very exact e Fol. 
and critical in his Collec- = 
tions; and, that we may take bis ho- 
neſt Word for it, that he never was 
ſway'd by Fear or Favour in any of 
bis Writings ; but had impartially, to 
the beſt of his Knowledge, delivered 
the Truth. 2. From our Public Re- 
cords. 3- From the Anabapriſts , 01 


Writings and Confeſſions ; which, I = 
declare, I have not wiltully in the leaſt | 


miſrepreſented. Tf what I have done | 
be anywiſe ſerviceable to ſpea the Folly 
and Falſeneſs of the Anabaptiſts Tenets, 


and convince them and others, that 
hat 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

what they get, if they do get any 
thing, by what they call * pure Wor- 
ſhip, they loſe by want of Charity, 
I ſhall not repent of the ſmall Pains 
T have taken in making the following | 
Collections. 


LY » Thus Wallia am Kiffen was rleaſed to expreſs himſelf : 
S8 So long as you deny to fo — the Rule 
Ou to Ri- © of Chriſt, for the Separation of the Wicked 
craft, p. 9. < from the Godly, and ſeparating the Pre- 
© cious from the Vile, we are bound, in 

Obedience to Feſus Chriſt, to leave you, while you re- 
main obſtinare tu Him: Whereas it is well known, 


the Vile and Wicked ſeparate themſelves, and do not hold 
Communion with the Church of Exgland; being ſenſual, 


and mot having the Spirit, Jude v. 19. At moſt, they are 
: . * and not many of them ſuch. 


MERGATE, 
Feb. 14. 1757 


** 
Some ACCOUNT of 


Dr. Joun Wic LIF: 


AND 


A DEFENCE of him from the Charge 
of Anaboptif n, &c. 


probably, about the Year 1330, in the 
Pariſh of Wickliffe near Richmond, in 
Torkſhire, and thence had his Name: Being 
bred to Learning, he was ſent to Oxford, 
and there admitted a Commoner of Queens 
College; and ſoon after was removed to 
Merton, where he was choſen Fellow. He 
ſeems to have had very early a true Senſe 
of the covetous Exactions of the Popes, 
which at this time were got to a very great 
Height ; and therefore, in 1356, he wrote 
a little Tract, which he entituled, Of the 
Laſt Age of the Church; in which he ſhew'd 
the ill emacs of theſe deteſtable Prac- 
tices, and how much God is provoked by 
OW to take Vengeance on thoſe who are 


3 . WICLIF was born, very 


The Hiſtory of the Life, & of John Wiclif, D. D. Kc. 


* ok. Miniſter of Mergate. London, Printed 
fo Richard Wilkin, az the King? Head in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, 1723. 


guilty 
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8 of them. Soon after this, 
1361. he is ſaid to have been pro- 
moted to the Maſterſhip of Ba- 
liol Hall; being much taken Notice of, for 
his taking the Univerſity's Part againſt the 
Encroachments of the Begging Friers. In one 
of his little Tracts, yet preſerved, he thus 
writes of them: Friars, ſays he, draw Chil- 
+Chriſt's into their private Order 
by H ſypocriſs te, Leſings, and Stealing; for they 
fell, That their Order is more ho! than any 
other, &c. He likewiſe wrote againſt another 
Pretence of theirs, That Chriſt was a Beggar ; 
to juſtify their going about a Begging. Theſe 
TraQs he entituled, Of the Poverty of Chriſt, 
againſt able Beggary ; and, Of Idleneſs in Beg- 
gary. By his Management of theſe Contro- 
verſies he got a great deal of Credit in the 
Univerſity, and out of it. In 1365 he was 
by Archbp. Jip appointed Warden of Can- 
terbury Hall, which his Grace had newly 
founded: In his Inſtrument of Collation he 
gives Mr. //iclif the Character of his being 
| laudable, for the Honeſty of his Life and 
Converſation, and his Knowledge of Letters. 
In this Poſt he continued not long; for in 
1367 Archbp. Langham removed Wiclif, 
and made one Wodehull Maſter, whom the 
Founder had put out when he collated Mic- 
| tif. He had Courage enough to appeal to 
the Pope ; but Sentence was given againſt | 
him in favour of the Religious. During” 
this Diſpute, Pope Urban V. gave Notice 
| ET, to 


vii 
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to K. Edward, that he intended, by Proceſs, 
to cite him to anſwer for his Default, in not 
performing the Homage which K. John, his 
Predeceſſor, acknowledged to the See of 


Nome, for his Realm of E „and Do- 
minion of Tre/and, and refuſing to pay the Tri- 
bute by him granted to the ſaid See. This ſo 
provoked the Parliament, that they reſol ved 
unanimouſly, if the Pope ſhould attempt any 
thing againſt the King by Proceſs, &c. the 
King, with all his Subjects, ſhould with all 
their Force and Power reſiſt the ſame. But 
notwithſtanding this Reſolution, a Monk, it 
ſeems, had the Hardineſs to defend this 
Claim of the Pope's, and to challenge Mr. 
Miclif to difpute that Point with him. 
Miel replied to him, and ſhewed, That the 
Reſignation of the Crown, and Promiſe of 
a Tribute, made heretofore by King Fohn to 
the Pope's Legate, ought not to prejudice 
the Kingdom of England, and did not at 
all oblige the preſent King. In this Paper 
Mr. Wickf ſtyłd himſelf the King's peculiar 
Clerk, %%% Oe 8 
Mr. Wiclif having taken the Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity, he publickly profeſſed 
Divinity, and read Lectures in it in the Schools; 
which he did with ſo great Applauſe, that 
whatever he ſaid, was received as an Oracle. 
In theſe Lectures he frequently 
took notice of the Corruptions 2. 
of the Begging Friers, and named _ 
fifty Hereſies and Errors, and ſaid there were 
the n 1 
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2 more, if Men would ſeek them well 


"K. 1374 Was Dr. Wiclif, with ſome others, 
appointed by the King to be his Ambaſſadors 
to the Pope, to treat with him of the Liber- 
ties of the Church of England, on which he 
| had encroached : And on his Return from 
this Embaſſy, was 
the Prebend of Auſt in the Collegiate Church 
of Meſtbury, in the Dioceſe of Worceſter, and 
to the Rectory of Lutterworth in Leicefter- 
fore, in the Dioceſe of Lincoln. 
The Religious, as they were highly pro- 
voked by Dr. icli Vs oppoſing them, and 
detecting their Frauds and Impoſtarey,, ſo they 
ſeem to have taken the firſt Opportunity of 
being revenged of him. In 1376 therefore 
ve find a Schedule ſent to the Pope, wherein 
vere contained ſteen Articles, ſaid to be 
held and maintained by Dr. Mielif. As ſoon 
as the Pope had received them, he imme- 
diatcly diſpatched ſeveral Bulls, all dated on 
the ſame Day, to Simon Sudbury Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, and William Courtney Biſhop | 
of London, appointing them his Delegates to 
examine into the Matter of the Complaint 
_ exhibited againſt Dr. Wiclif; one to the King, 
and one to the Univerſity of Oxford. But 


preſented by the King to 


before theſe Bulls could reach England, King 


Edward b died; and the Univerſity, when = 
the Bull directed to them was brought down by . 


* Tune 21. 0377 


7” Met 


Cited to appear before them-in the Cathedral 
Church of St. Pauls, London, on Tharſday 


a Meſſenger ordered on Purpoſe, received it 
with ſome Heſitation, and very coldly obeyed 
it : However, the two' Delegates proceeded 


to execute thoſe ſent to them; they aceord- 


ingly ordered Dr. Wiel to be peremptorily 


the 19th of February. Here accordingly he 


made his Appearance: But being protected 
by the Duke of Lancaſter, the Earl Marſhal, 
and others, the Court broke up abruptly, and 


Dr. Wiclif had no Sentence paſſed on him. 


He was ſoon after cited ro appear before the 
Pope's Delegates, in the Archbiſhop's Chapel 
at Lambeth : But here the Queen- Mother 
interpoſed, and ſent Sir Lewis Clifford to 
' forbid them to proceed to any definitive Sen- 
tence againſt him. Ty 5 


Pope Gregory XIth, who had ſent theſe 
Bulls, died March 27th, the Beginning of 
the next Lear: Which was no 8 


ſmall Advantage to Dr. Wiclif; 1378. 


ſince the Cardinals not agreeing 


in the Choice of a Succeſſor, there was a 
double Election; and it was ſome Time be- 


fore it was determined by the King of Eng- 
land, and his Parliament, which of the two 
ſhould be own'd for true Pope here. 


Being thus providentially ſet at Liberty, he 


tranſlated the © Bible out of the Yulgar Latin 


into Engliſh ; and in 1381 ſet himſelf, in his 


© Printed at London, 1731. 
a 2 Lectures, 
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Lectures, to attack the favourite Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation. Theſe Concluſions he 
publiſhed; and the Univerſity, by a ſolemn 
— condemned them, and inhibited every 
one the teaching or defending them: So that 
the Doctor was forced to retract his Doctrine, 
or rather more expreſly to own it; however, 
he was expelled the Univerſity, and forced to 
retire to his Pariſh of Lutterwortb. fe 
It was not long after this that Dr. Wichf 
was ſeized with the Palſy. Very probably this 
occaſioned his not being cited to appear before 
the new Archbiſhop in the Mo- 
2 1382. naſtery of the Preaching Friers, 
7 London; and not going to Rome, 
on the Pope's citing him thither : However 
this be, he died at Lutterworth the laſt Day 
of December, 1384. 5 
As his Opinions were very much miſrepre- 
ſented by his Enemies whilſt he was alive, 
and ſince his Death, ſo he has had the Miſ- 
fortune to have ſome falfly impured ro him 
by thoſe who would be thought his Friend. 
For Inftance : - 
_ 5 : 2 It! is afflcancd of SIR That 
-Hi 07 79% he aſſerted it to be Blaſphemy, to 
| . call any Head of the Church, ſave 
Chriſt alone. But this is more 
than appears from his Writings. By Head 
of holy Church, he ſeems to have underſtoòd, 
that infallible Authority which was aſcribed 
to the Pope in his Time: Worldly Clerks, 
he ſaid, made Lad Men beltrve, that the 


F Pope 
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Pope is Head of holy Church, and the moſt 
holy Father, that may not _ 

2. He is reported, as condemning Epiſco- 
pacy as a Creature of Princes ſetting up; be- 
1 cauſe he affirmed, That in the Time of the 
3 Apoſtles, 7wo Orders of the Clergy were ſuf- 

. ficient ; and that it ſeemed certain, that 
; Cæſarean Pride, or an Affectation to be like 
) the Princes of this World in State and Mag- 
/* nificence, was the Cauſe of the Degrees and 
F Orders of a Pope, Cardinals, ec. Our Com- 
* pilers of The Inſtitution of 4 Fm 
- Chriſten Man, before our Re- 1535. 
s formation, &c. obſerved, That 
in the New Teſtament there is no mention 
'B made of any Degrees or DiſtinAions in Or- 
. ders, but only of Deacons or Miniſters, and 
7 of Prieſts or Biſnops: And the Papiſts them- 
ſelves hold, That Biſhops and Prieſts are only 
C Degrees of the ſame Order. 

3. It is ſaid, Dr. Wiclif was for having 
a. Miniſters maintained by the voluntary Contri- 
n but ions of the People, and not by Tithes 
Settled on them by Law; ſaying, © That 
LTitbes are pure Alms, and that Paſtors are 


t not to exact them by Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
1 ſures. But this is Miſrepreſentation : It is 
c plain, by Dr. Wiclif's own Writings yet re- 
E maining in MS. that he commonly calls 
4 Tithes and Offerings God's Por- 


, ion: That he obſerved, That E of =_ 
A the principal Cauſe for which Tn 
> En. ſhould be paid, was, Curates teaching 


. C23: - "heir 
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their Pariſhioners in Word and Example ; or, 


in other Words, that the Benefice is given for 


the Office ; and adviſed, That People ſhould 


pay their Tzthes, &c. to good Men and able, 


and give them freely, without Exaction or 


Conſtraint, as was done to the Jewiſh Prieſts ; 
and obſerved, That thoſe Things that are due 


to Pricſts, ſhould not be asked or ſued for 


by Strength, nor Violence, nor Curſing or 
Excommunication. As to his calling Tithes, 


Kc. poor Mens Goods, and pure and free Alms, 


it is the Language of the ancient Canons, and 
our own Municipal Laws. In 
De sat, the former, Duarene obſerves, 


: W.lk c. i That the Goods of the Church 


are always termed the Patri- 
1 monie of the Poor ; becauſe the principal 


Deſign of conferring on the Church ſo many 


and great Eſtates, was, making Proviſion for 


the Poor. In the Injunctions of K. Edw. VI. 
and Q. Elizabeth, the Goods of the Church, 
or Tithes, &c. are called the Goods of the 


Poor ; and yet it is certain, they were allow- 
ed to be the Miniſters Property. 


As to Dr. Wiclif's calling the Tithes, Offer- 
ing and Glebes, pure and d free Alms, this 
ſignifies no more than a Tenure or Title of 
Lands in our Common Law ; by which is 
intimated, that they are beſtowed 


| alles i de 


| egibu, Lib. upon God, that is, given to ſuch 
II. c. 10. People as beſtow themſelves, or 
= 3 


1 Fr ANKALMOIGNE, ſeu Liberam Eleemoſynam, VOCi- 
tamus. quæ ad ordinem ſacrum tantummodo ſpectat, & 
neee 


Eadmerum, p. 203. e 
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ate employed, in the Service of God, for 


pure and perpetual Alms: Whence the Fecof. 
tours or Givers cannot demand 
any terreſtrial Service, ſo long as Cowels Law 
the Lands, Tithes, &c. remain Iterpreter. 


in the Hands of the Feoffees. 


Britton maketh another kind of Cap. 66. 5. 
this Land, c. which is given 
in Alms, but not free Alms; becauſe the 
Tenents or Feoffees in this are tied in cer- 
tain Services to the Feoffour. ns 
4.ᷓ. It is reported, That Dr. Wiclif was not 


for giving the Church a Power t decree 


Rites and Ceremonies, and determine Con- 
troverſies of Faith: That he lighted the Au- 
thority of General Councils, and affirmed, 
That wiſe Men leave that as impertinent, 


which is not plainly expreſſed in Scripture. 
This ſeems intended as a Reflection on the 
XXth Article of Religion, which aſſerts the 
Lawfulneſs of the Reformation of the Church 


of England, or the juſt and lawful Authority 
of the King and Parliament, to enact thoſe 
Laws which they paſſed concerning the Con- 
troverſies betwixt the Church of Rome and 


25s. But as to Dr. Wiclif, he is here again 


negque cenſum, neque fidei profeſſionem, ſ:d4 precum ſo- 
lummodo in Patronorum ſeu Dominorum ſalutem effun- 


dendarum officium a clientibus exigit ; ita tamen ur Civili 
Foro cliens de ea re ſiſti non poſit. F. Seldeni Note ad 


a 4 mi 
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Trial. Lib. miſrepreſented : His own Words 
IV. c.. are; Infinitum magis autentica 
e. t veritas Scripture, quam per- 


g 
. 


ſe ona aliqua jam ſuperſtes vel communitas alle- 


anda; ideo, ſi eſſent centum Tape, & omnes 


ver Fw verſi in Cardinales, non deberet 


concedi ſententiæ ſue in materia fidet, niſi de 


* fe fundgverint in Scriptura : The 


ruth of Scripture is infinitely more authentic 


than any Perſon now living, or any united 
Community ; therefore, if there were an 


. 5 
p- 14. C. 3. 


hundred Popes, and all the Fricrs were turn'd 


into Cardinals, yet we ought not to ſubmir 


to their Sentence in a Matter of Faith, 
no farther than they founded it on Scrip- 
ture. But I don't find that he ever aſſerted, 
. as ſome of his e Followers did, 
and our Puritans, That the Word 
F God containeth the Direction 


of all Thirgs pertaining to the Church, yea, 


The Repreſing 


of whatſoever Things can fall into any Part 


Bp. Pecock called them Bible-men, 1440. They were 
of two Sorts : Some of them affirmed, That 20 Governaunce 
is to be holden of Chriſtian Men the Service 
of the Law of God, ſave it which is grounded. 
owir-miche in holie Scripture of the Newe Teſtament. 
liting the Others maintained, That 7o Governance is 
Clergy. MS. to te held or accounted of Chriſtian Men the 
Service or the Law of God, ſave it which 
is grounded in ibe New Teſtament, or in the Old, and is not 
by the New Te ſlament revoked. But, tho? on theſe Prin- 
ciples they blamed no fewer than eleven Governances of the 
then Chui ch of Exgland, I don't find a Word ſaid of their 
oppoſing the Uſage of baptizing Infants. They thought ir, 
I ſuppoſe, a Governance of the Old Teſtament, not revoked 


* 


in [he N. W, | 


f 
5 
i 
% 


_ againſt impoſing them; and ſaying, That to 


Prayers, doth derogate from that Liberty God 


Time of Need, may /awfully 


which was printed ſomewhere in 
Germany, A. D. 1525, he ob- 
| ſerved, That this Sacrament of Baptiſm is ſo 
_ neceſſary to Men in this World, that Chr;/? 
ſaid to Nicodemus, Except any one be born 
_ again of Water, &c. and that on Account 
of this Form of Chriſts Words in the laſt of 
Matth. the Church admits the Faithful to 
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of Man's Life ; or, That to uſe any Diſci- 
pline, or obſerve any Rites or Ceremonies, 
which are not grounded in the Old or New 
Teſtament, is unlawful. 3 
5. Dr. Wiclif is repreſented as being againſt 
preſcribed Forms of Prayer, but eſpecially 


bind Men to ſet and preſcript Forms of 


hath given them. But nothing of this ap- 


pears in his own Writings ; and it is cer- 
tain he made uſe of them as long as he lived, 
or attended on the Forms then preſcribed and 
impoſed. N 3 5 


6. Some Men of great Note and Learning 


are ſaid to have left it upon Record, that 
Dr. MWiclif denied Infant Baptiſm : But his 
_ own Writings, it is plain, ſhew the contrary. 
In his Great Sentence of Curſe expounded, 


c. 20. he obſerves, That why 1 
poor Prieſts, and * lewd Men, in ,,,} 
baptize Children, and not confirm them, is 
great Wonder among Men of Reaſon. In 


his Book called The Trialogue, Lib. IV. 


e. 11. 


anſwer 
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anſwer for an Infant not arrived to Years 
of Diſcretion. In his 12th Chapter, De Tri- 
plici Baptiſmo, he expreſly ſays, Reputamus, 
tamen, 7 dubietate, quod Infantes rectè 


35 baptiſati flumine ſint baptizati tercio baptiſ- 
mate, cum habent gratiam baptiſmalem : 
That he thought, without any doubt, thar 


Infants rightly baptized with Water, are bap- 


tized with the third Baptiſm, that of the Spi- 

rit, fince they have the baptiſmal Grace. He 
is very plain, in declaring it unlawful for the 
Faithful, baptiſmum fluminis omnino relin- 


were, wholly to omit Water-baptiſm, on a 


Suppoſition of being baptized with the Spirit; 
adhnd poſitive, That it matters not 


Cap. 11. Whether they who are ſo bap- 


tdtiaed are dipped or plunged once 
or thrice, or have Water poured on their 
Heads, ſed fatiendum eſt ſecundum conſuetu- 
dinem loci quem quis incolit, but that we are 
to do according to the Uſage of the Place 
where we live. In an Engliſh Tract of his, of 
the Seven Sacraments, he obſerved, That, in 


Time of Nede, a Woman may chriſten a Child 


Sith) full Will to chriſten it, and with theſe 
Mords perfitly ſaid, N. I chriſten the, In the 


Name of the Fadir, of the Sonne, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt: So be it: — That God that 
giveth them Grace to beleve in Him, he 
_ chriſtneth ther Soules, that is to ſey, waſch- 

ith their Soules fro the Uncleaneſs of all man- 


ner of Sinnes; and that therefore ben Chil. 
dren, and ſumtimes Men and Wymmen, 


| 
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chriſtned in Water. In his Tria- IIb. IV. 
logue, he likewiſe puts the Caſe T5 
of an Infant dying unbapti ed, after it had 


been brought to the Church, that it might be 
baptized according to the Rule of Chriſt, and 


there being no Water, or other Requilites ; 
* but he dared not, he ſaid, to determine on ei- 
te ther Side,” Let any one now judge, whether 
this learned Man was an Anabaptiſt, or wit- 


neſſed againſt Infants 3 in his Time. 
It is added, That Dr. 

ſeveral of thoſe which are called Anabap- 

tiſtical Errors; ſuch as, the refuſing to tale 

an Oath; and alſo, that Dominion is founded 

in Graco. 5 


iclif is charged with 


As to the firſt of theſe, the Accuſation 


ſeems grounded on Dr. Wiclif's blaming Lords 
and Prelates © for ſwearing cuſto- 5 


* marily, needleſly, and oft un- ms Life, | 
ce adviſedly and falſe, by the n. 
« Members of God, by Chriſt, and by Saints, 


as by our Lady of Malſingham, St. John 


« Baptiſt, St. Edward, St. Thomas of Can- 


4 terbury, and ſuch othcir Seintis; and charg- 
<« ing more this Oath, than thoſe they ſwore 
„ by the Holy Trinity.” He ſaid, © To 
< ſwear by any Creature, is to do Idolatries, 
* andagens God's Commandment ; but, That 


e though it were lawful to ſwear by Saints, 
* this is Idolatrie to charge more an Oath 


made by ſuch Saints, than by God AL 


« mighty, or by the Holy Trinity, and to 
* honour more theſe Saints than God. Burt 
he 


Ration Rive 


247. 
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: wned, That God granteth 
7 Art Ne. 1 ” OY ſwear by his own Name, 
« or by Himſelf; z or, That it is 


= lawful to ſwear by God Almighty in a 
« nedeful Cauſe, with thre Circumſtances, 
in Truth, Doom, and Rightfulneſs. 


As to the Charge of Dr. Wiclifs founding 


L Dominion on Grace; the ſame Defence 
Which the learned Crotius makes 


D 2 Ape. for St. Auſtin, one of the Na- 
of than of the Cores Church, and 
from whom Dr. H/cl:f took what 


| he faid on this Head, will ſerve for Dr. Wic- 


bif - % Auſtin, in ſaying, That all Things are 
the Godly's, plainly refers to that Time, 
when the Inheritance will be eternal; in 
< the mean time, we mult live by human Laws, 
< which, he ſays, is in the Power of Kings: 


A 


| C 


* 


« This Law and this Power whoever vio- 
« lates, have not Auſtin for their Patron.” 


But it is urged, to prove Dr. Viclif truly 


charged with holding Anabaptiſtical Errors, 
&c. That the Papiſts were the beſt capable of 


giving an Account of Perſons who lived in 


thoſe Times. But if they were the beſt ca- 


pable, it is certain, they have not repreſented 


Dr. Wicli f aright : Thus, in his Life-rime, 


they accuſed him of that Ana- 


Lift &c. bapri ical Tenet, That the Effi- 


96. 
MY cCacy of the Sacraments depend- 


ed on the Worthineſs of the Miniſters ; 1 
and of another, which he called, 4 filiy 


prating 7 the Friers, that the People might 
cor- 
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correct delinquent Lords; which, he obſerved; 
was Slander and falſe Leaſing put upon him, 0 
make Lords to hate him : So he was accuſed of 


that mad Saying, That God muſt obey the 


Devil. It is further obſerved, with a great 


| deal of Wiſdom, * That although, when Vic- 
i vrote his Dialogue, he held the bap- 


© tizing of Infants, yet it does not follow that 
he might not afterwards be of another Mind, 


© and write againſt it in ſome of thoſe 200 


Books of his that were burnt, of which, 
_ © as Mr. Fuller ſays, not a Tittle is left. But it 


is abſolutely falſe, that not a Tittle is left of 


200 Books of Dr. Wickf's. The learned Mr. 


Wharton, who was well acquinted with our 


Engliſb Libraries, tells us, © That we have as 
* many of the Works of Wiel yet extant, as, 


« if printed together, would make faur or froe 


Volumes in Folio. In the Account given 
dk his Writings, in his Life, printed 1723, 
are the Titles of no fewer than 255, which 

are yet preſerved in MSS. in the R — 
Cotton s, and other Libraries. 


But ſtill it is urged, © That ine he de- 


nied Infant Baptiſm or not, it is certain, 
« he was the firſt Reformer, of any Note, 


that ſpread thoſe Tenets among the Emp- 


liſb, which tend to overthrow the Practice 
of baptizing Infants: And that, if he did not 


© purſue the Conſequence of his own Doc- | 


« trine ſo far, .yet many of his Followers did, 


and were made Baptiſts by it. But nei- 
ther is it ne; that he ſpread any Te enets which 
tend 


4 
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tend to overthrow Infant Baptiſm, nor that 
any of his Followers were Anabaptiſts. He 
no-where taught, That 10 Rule or Ceremony 
_ ought to be received in the Church, which is 
not plainly confirmed by the Word of God. 
He never afſirmed, I hat they are Fools and 
Preſumptuous, who affirm ſuch Infants not 
fo be ſaved, who die without Baptiſm ; but 
that they are ſo, who, by their 
2 12. on Authority or Knowledge, 
determine any thing about that 
Matter: Nec «udeo alteram partem diffinire, 
—— ut mutus ſubticeo, confitens humiliter y | 
_ norantiam meam. . 
It. is no more true, That he denied that 
+ all Sins are aboliſhed in Baptiſm. He owned 
Original Sin; and ſaid, That by Baptiſm, we 
are made Partakers of Baptiſmal Grace. In 
. his Trialogue, he expreſly ſays, That whoſo- 


1 Jab IV. Baptiſm blots out whatever Sin 
it ds in the Perſon baptized. 
He does indeed affirm, That if the Baptiſm of 
che Spirit, which he calls the inſenſible Bap- 
riſm, be wanting; however, there be the Bap- 
tiſm of the Church, and the Baptiſm of Blood: 


Bazptiſinus non prodeſt anime ad ſalutem; 


Baptiſm does not profit to the Salvation of 
the Soul: But then he immediately adds, as 
I. have obſerved before, That he thought, 
without any Doubting, that Infants rigbtiy 
| baptized with Water, are baptized wit. the 
third Baptiſm, or that of the Spirit. 
There : 


ever is rigbily or duly baptized, 


'F 
- 
& 


after. 


Days, touching Matters 


There is no Proof, that I can find, that 
any of Dr. Wickf's Followers were Analap- 


tiſts, or denied the Baptiſm of Infants. He 
died, we have ſeen, in 1384 and it appears 


by the following HIS TO RT, that none of 
the Engliſh Nation were known to be of this 


Opinion till about 1600, above 200 Years = 


The Writer who indulges himſelf in this 


uncommon Freedom, has thought fir to re- 
 fle& on Mr. Fox, as concealing ſome of 
Dr. Wiclif's Opinions, for ſome Deſign not 


known, and particularly mentions his leaving 
out one of thoſe condemned. 1382, at the 


Court held by the Archbiſhop's Authority: at 
the Preaching Friers in London, and three 
of the fourty five condemned in the C 
of Conſtance. . Now, the one. Article omin:” 
ted by Mr. Fox, is the ſeventh of thoſe con- 
demned 1382, It. That God 'ought to obey 
the Devil; which, I ſuppoſe, the good — 0 


thought too laſphemoge: to tranſeribe and 


print. 


As to the other three, which are here faid 


to be omitted of the fourty five condemned 
at Conſtance, the Matter of Fact is, that ſeven 


and twenty are omitted. And ſo far is the 


| Deſign of doing this not known, that Mr. Fox 
tells his Readers (p. 


the following Werds Beſides the 24 Ar- 


ros. f) what it was, in 


ea ticles 
of theſe latter and perillous 


of the Churche ; æuhcrein are com- 
3 and deſcribed be great Perſecutions, and horrible 


Trowbles, 


f Ace- * * 
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< ticles above-mentioned, there wer others alſo 


- thered out of his Books, 45 in all, which 


et hys malicious Adverſaries perverſly colleQ- 


te ing, and maliciouſly expounding, did exhibite 


up to the Councell of Conſtance: Whiche 


e to recite all, tho it be not here needful, yet 


. to recite certain of them, as they ſtand in 


« that Councell, it ſhall not be ſuperfluous. ” 
The following Suggeſtion is therefore very 
falſe, and highly injurious to the Character and 


Memory of this honeſt Hiſtorian ; viz. That 
_ © he endeavoured to concea/ many Things that 
© would make againſt the Religion eſtabliſhed 


in his Time, or that he thought would be 
© aDi 
fo much the worſe ; becauſe it has no Foun- 
dation but an evil Surmiſe, and a fond Deſire 
to have Anabaptiſm of a more ancient Date 


gement to his Martyrs. It is till 


than it really is. 


of their ſeeming Friends. 


from the Teare of oure Lorde, 4 Thouſande, unto the Time 
_ now preſent, &c. By John Fox. 1 8 885 
Imprinted at London, by Fohn Day, dwelling over Alder ſgare, 
1 ba: Mages hens 176, the 4 of — 


Theſe are ſome of the Wounds which theſe 
learned valuable Men have received in the 


Troubles, that have been wrought and practiſed by the Romiſh 
Prelates, ſpeciallye in this Realme of England and Scotland, 


— — I — c —— em = — es * — 
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A order to give a fair and impar- 
In 2-4 tial Account of the Engliſh Ana- 
gl 118 baptiſts, it will be neceſſary to 

8 take ſome Notice of their Firſt 
Riſe and Beginning in Germany. 


* 


This was about the Year 1521. in that Part 
of Saxony which is ſituated by the River Sale. 
Here aroſe ſome ſeditious Spirits, of whom 
one Nicolas Stork was the principal. This 
Man pretended to be utterly un- 
learned, and perhaps he was ſo; Camerarii 
but declared that God had revealed Mita Melan- 
to him from Heaven that Know- 
ledge which maketh wiſe unto 

Salvation: He likewiſe ſtirred up many againſt 
the Miniſters of Churches, making them be- 


Chonis, p. 45. 
Ed. 1655. 


lieve that ſuch Aſſemblies and Congregations 
as 
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e were guided and ſerved by ſtated Miniſters 


and Paſtors, were not the Churches of Chriſt; 
and that therefore they were bound to depart 
from them. They who became his Proſelytes 


were to be admitted anew by Baptiſm into 


the true Communion, for which 


Brandt Hiſt. Reaſon they were called a - 
of the Refor- Hu 


baptiſts. But this Sect did not 

Vol. I. 

7 61 n ſtep here. There was no Place, 
x they ſaid, where any Good was 


done: The Wicked, who, without any Care 
of the common Good, ſtudied only how to 
gratify their own Luſts and Deſi tres, were they 
that pretended to domineer over the Godly ; 
| wherefore God had decreed to root them 
out, and to ſubſtitute another Race of Men 
_ endowed with Innocence, Righteouſneſs, and 
Holineſs. To begin ſuch a Race, and to 
cauſe it to multiply, it was neceſſary to bring 


forth Children; and therefore nobody ought 


to marry a Wife, unleſs he knew that there 
ſhould ſpring from her ſuch Children as would 


prove good and godly, and predeſtinated for 


the Community of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


This could not be otherwiſe. nown, than by 
a Revelation from God”; but, as they gave 


out, the Gift of e was in their Aſſem- 


blies, whereby they foretold future Things, 


and diſcloſed hidden ones. It was likewiſe 
among their Laws or Rules, That none ſhould 


2 Sleidan intimates, that the Name they were fond of 
was that of 3 Fropheta, nam boc ſibi nomen ur- | 
mm Lib. X. 


apply 
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apply themſelves to Arts and Sci. ( err 
ences, nor ſeek for Learning and Vi Nielanc. 
Knowledge any-whers, but in the 
Benignity of the Eternal God, where human 
Means were intirely unneceſſary. For how 
could any one otherwiſe ſerve and honour 
God, unleſs he was thought worthy of the 
ſame Favour or Benefit which was granted to 
the Fathers and holy Men of ancient Times ? 
Yea, that a like Commerce and Colloquy is 
moſt earneſtly to be deſired of God, and to 
be granted.to thoſe who are urgent for it. 
| Stork would likewiſe tell his Friends, that he 

had ſeen in his Sleep the Angel Gabriel fly. 
towards him; and when he ſtepp'd by him, 

beſides other Things which he thought were 

not yet to be declared, to have ſpoken thus 
to him, Thou ſhalt be placed in my Throne; 
which Stork underſtood as a Promiſe made to 
him, of the Principality of a new Kingdom, 
which was ſoon to be ſet up. Upon this 


Account He, and the other Teachers of this 


Sect, were acceptable to a great many; as 
giving them Hopes of a Liberty of all Things, 
and a Proſpect of a Kingdom. Among others 
who were Admirers of Stork, was one Mark, 
| who had been a Scholar at the Univerſity of 
Wittenberg, but deſerted his Studies either 


i before or after he came into this Society. He 


| boaſted much of an excellent Talent being 
given to him of God, that he ſhould excel in 
interpreting and explaining the Holy Scrip- 
tures, He once undertook to convince Lu- 
; | 7 ther 
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Ther of his being endued with the Spirit of 
God, by his telling him what he thought; 
which was, according to his vain Fancy, that 
he began to incline to believe his Doctrine 
true: To which Luther replied, The Lord 
rebuke thee, Satan. But what became of 
theſe Two Men, Stork and Mark, what fur- 
ther Attempts they made, and how they end- 
ed their Lives, Camerarius ſaid he had never 
found. However he obſerved, that the Minds 
of the giddy and ignorant Multitude were per- 
verted by their deceitful Speeches. Eraſmus 
tells us, That in 1529. they were in great 
Numbers every-where; and in 1535, that he 
' apprehended France was not altogether free 
from them, only there they were filent for 
Fear of Baſting. He, however, gives this 
Character of them; That tho' they were a 
Sect which was more hateful to Princes tan 
any of the other Sets, on Account of their 1 
Anarchical Principles, and their preaching up 
the Community of Goods; yet at that Time, 
1529, they had never had any Church, nor 
. attempted any Kingdom, nor defended them- 
ſelves by Force, and were ſaid to be of b much 
ſounder Morals than any of the other Seats, 
TOY | 9 


go p 


d Tr ſeems as if it was on this Account, his giving ſo fa- 
vourable a Character of the Anabaptiſts, and their Morals, 
that Eraſmus was obliquely charged by Cardinal Bellar 
mine with being of their Opinion. For this he refers tro 
his Preface to his Paraphraſe of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
Where he ſays quite the contrary But the Cardinal, it is 
obſerved, was provoked by Eraſmus's declaring in this hes 
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or were to be commended above them for the 
Innocency of their Lives. But he owned 
Four Years before this, that they whom they 
called Anabaptiſts muttered long before that 
an Anarchy, and held other monſtrous Opi- 
nions; as that Baptiſm is not neceſſary either 
for Adults or Infants: And, that they were 
guilty of another Sort of Madneſs, affecting 
to appear Prophets, whilſt every body made a 
= of them for theſe Pretenſions. In 1535, 
he gave the following Account of them; That 

Matters then were not confined to verbal 
Diſputes ; but that the Anabaptiſts raged 


with Sword and Blood; poſſeſſed Cities by 
Plots, Deceits and 1 drove Men againſt 


their Will to their Sect by Slaughter and Vio- 
lence; made new Kings and "Queens, and 
framed new Laws after "their Pleaſure ; and, 
that all Lower Germany was ruined by them. = 
Where theſe Things would end, he ſaid, God 
knew, no Man could tell. 5 
Ot this Diſcipline and Faction 
of Storke's, was one Thomas Mun- mom K 
cer; who alſo had his Diſciples, - 
Phifer, Melchior Ringgus, and ſome others, 
This Man boaſted of his Familiaritics with 
God. His Doctrine was all Fire, and was di- 
rected chiefly againſt the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and next to them againft the 3 


ce for the Laity and Unlearned reading the Hol Scrip- 
tures, and cenſuring thoſe who repreſented it as a Crime to 
_ tranſlate them into French, Ball, or any of the Vul- 
4 Tongues 


B 3 | tracy. 
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ſtracy. He not only by Word of Mouth, but 
in Writings which he publiſhed, affirmed, 
I. That the Preachers who at that Time 
preached the Goipel, or who were of the 
Reformed, were not ſent of God, and did 
not preach the True Mord of God, but were 
Scribes, and preached only the Dead Letter 
of Scripture. 2. That Scrięture and the © 
Outward Word is not the True Mord of 
God, but only the Teſtimony of the True 
Word: That this True Word is internal and 
heavenly, and proceeds immediately out of 
the Mouth of God, and ought to be taught 
inwpardly, and not by Scriptures and Sermons. 
3. That Water Baptiſmm was of no Uſe, and 
the Baptiſm of Infants not of God, and, that 
therefore they ought to be rebaprized with 
a Spiritual and better Baptiſm. Tho at that 
Time, and the Beginning of Anaba;tiſm, 
| Muncer himſelf, as it was reported, did not 
- rebaptize 3 being hindered by ſome Occa- 
2 ſions, or rather by his Principles, 
It plainly ap- and his Diſciples began to rebap- 
pears he was tige before him. He likewiſe 
Grows taught, 4. That it was falſe that 
Baptiſm. Chriſt has 4 ſatisfied-for us. 5. 
9 That the Marriage and Conjugal 


* See R. Barclays Apology, &c. The Englih Anabap- 
tiſts afterwards aſſerted, That that Worſhip is forbid which 
is not commanded ; and, that in Chriſt's Commiſſion about 
Baptiſm, they that are not expreſſed in it, are excluded from 
it. Blackwood's Storm of Antichriſt, p. 50, 61. : 
IL Of rhis Opinion ſeem Mr. Smith and his Followers to 
have been. | N : 

| | Bed 
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Bed of the Carnal and Unbelieving is not 
undefiled, but a true Bed of Harlots, and a 
Stew of the Devil. He likewiſe added, that 
God made known his Will by Dreams; and 
therefore magnified n and propoſed 
them as inſpired by the Holy GhoY. And 
hence he and his took the Name of heavenly 
Prophets, Spiritual, and Enthuſiaſts. 

This Doctrine Muncer propagated in little 
Books which he publiſhed, and in Letters 
which he frequently ſent into all Parts of 


Germany And theſe Writings were greedily 


read by Men like himſelf, of a ſcditious Spi- 
rit; and approved, and with great Zeal di- 
ſperſed by them. About the Ycar 1523, 
and the Year after, Muncer taught at Alſtet, 
| which is a Town of Saxony, on the Borders 
of Turingia. But when he not only inveigh- 
ed againſt the Miniſters of the Word, but 
alſo preached furiouſly and (cditiouſly againſt | 
the Magiſtracy, and complaincd, that Liberty 
was extinct, that the miſerable common Peo- 
ple were oppreſſed by Tyranny, and intolerable 
Burdens ; that what they had and acquired 
went to the Princes, whilſt they had nothing 
reſerved for themſelves but Labours, Want and 
Miſery ; and, that therefore it was high Time 
for them to think of this Matter; whcn he 
began to teach theſe Things, he was ejected 
from Aljter, and came to Norimberg, and 
into the upper Parts of Germany; and in that 
Journey came alſo to Baſil, and from thence 
into Klæcga, and there remained ſome Weeks 


B4 ᷣ in 


* 


his ſeditious De 
Minds his poiſoned Seed of the Boors Sedi- 
tion, which followed a little after. At the 
ſame Time allo he diſperſed among the Vul- 
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ia the Village of Grieſſa; yet in the mean 
Time, in the neighbouring Places, and the 
County of Stuling, he diligently carried on 

. and ſowed in factious 


gar his Opinions of Anabaptiſin, and the 
Word of God before- mentioned. Moreover, 


when he had left theſe Countries, and dwelt 
at Mulbuſe in Turingia, he ſent Letters to 
certain Men, in whom he had Confidence, in 
| which he incenſed and provoked factious Men 
againſt their Princes. Alſo a few Days be- 
fore that the Boors in thoſe Countries took 


Arms, he ſcnt a Meſſenger thither with Let- 


ters and Papers, in which was deſigned the 
Bigneſs and Circumference of the Shells, 


which the Mortars, made at Mulſuſe for the 
Uſe of the Scdition, would carry ; and by 


this Mean he encouraged the factious Party, 
and confirmed them in their Purpoſe. By his 


ntrigues he likewiſe got the old Senate of 


grave Men at Mulhyſe to be laid aſide, and 

a new Anabaftiſtical and Muncerian one to 
be ſubſtituted in its room. On this followed 

a great many Riots: For Muncer taught a 


Community of Goods, and that no one was 


to have any Thing of his own. He likewiſe 
ſaid, that it was revealed to him by God, 
that all Grandces and Princes were to be de- 
poſed ; that there was given to him the 
Sword of Gideon againſt all Tyrants, to aſſert 


true 
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true Liberty, and eſtabliſh a new Kingdom of 
Chriſt in theſe Countries, ec. 

Whilſt theſe Things were tranſacted by 
them, the Boors throughout Suevia and Fran- 
conia, and in many other Places, made an In- 
lurrection the next Year, 1525. 
againſt their Princes, and defeat- 1525. 
ed Part of the Nobility, plun- 
dered their Forts and Caſtles, and burnt ſome | 
of them. Then Muncer preached to the 
People with greater Vehemence, and did all 
| he could to inflame and ſet them againſt their 
Princes, and a little after, with 300 Men, 
joined the Rebels, who had their Camp at 
Francuſe. But when they were defeated by 
the Princes of Saxony, Heſſe, Brunſwick, 
and Mansfeld, and ſome of them fled into 
the City, Muncer fled thither with them; 
Where being taken, and carried to the Princes, 
he was condemned to dic, as he deſerved. 
Before his Death, he publickly confeſſed, that 
he had acted ill, and owned his Error; in 
which notwithſtanding his Diſciples the Ana- 
_ baptiſts firmly continued. This is the true 
and firſt Original of Anabaptiſm. Stork, 
Mark, and Muncer, factious, Reto Men, 
were the firſt Parents and Authors of it. 
Eraſmus indeed ſuſpected, that many 
Jeus and Pagans mingled themſelves with 
thoſe Tumults, of which I have given ſome 
Account ; of whom ſome, he ſaid, hated 
Chriſt, and others believed nothing of Him: 
He — that they deſigned ſome new 
Democracy ; 
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Democracy; but that the whole Matter was 
managed by ſuch crafty Counſels, that the 
Authors of them were not as yet ſufficiently 
1 diſcovered. It is likewiſe intima- 
8 m Volt ted by Brandt, that there were 
many ſimple Anabaptiſts, who 
did not adhere to Sfork's and Myncer's Party; 
but who were yet involved by them in great 
Troubles, by joining too eaſily in Commu- 
nion with them, on account of their pro- 
feſling the ſame Opinions about Baptiſm, &c. 
and fooliſhly thinking that they were ſtirred 
up by the Spirit of God, 5 
TREE At Zurich were e certain Men 
: . non of ſome Learning, but of a con- 
ſtttſteentious Spirit, who read Myncer's 
_ Writings with great Application, and pre- 
ferred them far before the Writings of Lu- 
e Alpha corum fuit Balthaſar Hubmerns, apoſtata iterum 
iterumq; factus: qui Zuinglii beneficio liberatus, gratiam 
ei retulit quam mundus ſolet; tantis enim conviciis virum 
bene de ſe meritum onerare nebulo non dubiravir, ut Apo- 
| logia ſatisfacere fratribus habueric neceſſe. Mel. Adami 
JJ. = 
Bullinger does not name them, but I have put down 
their Names from Brandt, Conrad Grebel, and Felix Mans : 
M. Adams names Hubmer as the Head of this Party at Zi- 
rich, who was put in Priſon there. By others we are told, 
that this Balthaſar began to oppoſe Infant-Baptiſm, 1527. 
and was detained in Priſon at Zurich Six Months, and after- 
wards burnt at Vienna: That Eraſmus called Carelſtadius 


the Father of the Anabaptiſts ; and that Melanct hon ſaid, 


that the Baptiſm of Infants was firſt diſapproved of in thoſe 
Countries by him. Some of the Anabaptiſts fanſied even 
Zuinglius himſelf to be of their Opinion; and theretore 

One of them, in the Third Diſputation at Zurich, adjured 
i — 
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ther and Zuinglius. Nay, they told Zuin- 
glius, the chief Paſtor of Zurich, to his Face, 
that Muncer was a true Prophet, who had 
undertaken rightly to manage the Cauſe of 
the true Word of God, and the new Kingdom 
of Chriſt. Theſe all conſpired together, and 
had many clandeſtine Colloquies : The whole 
Reformation, as then ſettled, was diſpleaſing 
to them, as too narrow and ſmall, not fpiri- 
tual, high, and perfect enough; and ſome oh 
them hoped they ſhould have the Gift of 
Tongues, and quarrelled with Zuinglius on 
that Account, and ſtudied to oppoſe him in 
every Thing, and repreſented him as ſlowly 
and coldly managing the Affairs of the 
Church, and of the Kingdom of Chriſt - 
They therefore propoſed a Separation, which 
they grounded on the Apoſtle's Words, Save 

yourſelves from this untoward Generation. 
But finding they could not get their Ends of 
Zuinglius, they reſolved to promote their 
Separation another Way, and to conſtitute a_ 
particular and ſeparate Church. They there- 
fore began to condemn Infant-Baptiſm, and 
to exclaim againſt ir, as not appointed by God, 


him to tell the Truth, Whether Infant-Baptiſm was of God, 
or not? Gerbardi Loci Com. de Baptiſmo, p. 307. Col. 2. 
But in the fame Manner have ſome of the Enghth Anabap- 
tiſts treated our Miniſters, reflecting on them as getting 
their Wealth by this Craft, and being ſlow in receiving 
convincible Truths, thro' flaviſh Fears of Poverty and 
Diſgrace: Intimating that they are really of their Opinion, 
but that they dare not own it. VV 
e - but 
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but invented by Pope f Nicolas, and there- 


fore iniquitous, and of the Devil. Since, 


therefore, the Baptiſm of Infants was not va- | 
lid, and they therefore were not baptized ; 
the Faithful ought forthwith to be baptized, 


that they might be a holy Church of God. 
On Account of this Opinion of theirs, they 
began to be called Baptiſts and Anabaptiſts, 


who before went by the Name of Enthu- 


rafts. 6 


In a little Time this Diſſention grew ſo 


high, that the Magiſtrates, who were reli- 
gious and honeſt Men, thought it proper for 

© them to interpole, and therefore exhorted 
both Sides to a familiar and friendly Confe- 


rence. But a contentious Spirit was ſo ſtrong 


in the Anabaptiſts, that no familiar Confe- 


rences, no written Admonitions, could bend 
them, and divert them from their Purpoſe. 


However, a Publick Diſputation before the 
Senate was appointed on Jan. 17, 1525. and 
a Second the 20th of March following: The 
_ Conſequence of which was, That the Principals 
of the Anabaptiſts were gravely admoniſned 
to deſiſt from their Purpoſe, and be quiet. 
But after that the Anabaptiſts found they 


Here the Anabaptiſts do not agree among themſelves, 
fince in a Book of theirs, called The Exhortation, they 


name Pope Exgenius as the Confirmer or Eſtabliſner of the 2 
Baptiſm of Children; and others have ſaid, that Pope In- 


nocent decreed and confirmed the Baptiſm of Infants. But 


tho there were ſeveral Popes of each of theſe Names, I 


don't find that any of the Anabaptiſts have diſtinguiſhed 


them. 


could 


% 
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could do nothing by Diſputation in theſe Con- 
| ferences, tho they were encouraged by ſome 
who wiſhed the Oppreſſion of the Goſpel, 
and Increaſe of Popery, they began to aſſert 
their Cauſe very boldly, and openly and ex- 
 preſly declared, that they would bear Witneſs 
to it not only in Words, but with their own - 
Blood. They began therefore to baptize 
| boldly in the City, and elſewhere. From 
| hence aroſe a greater Commotion than be- 
fore: For ſome of them going out into the 
Country without the City, promoted their 
Cauſe there alſo. Some of them, having a 
Falter or Willow about their Middles, cried 
with Jonah, Within a few Days is Zurica 
to be drowned. Wo to Zuzicn! Wo! Wo! 
Repent ye ; the Axe is laid to the Root of 
the Tree. In the mean Time they began 
teach in their ſeparate Churches a Commu- 
rf of Goods: They ſtrenuouſly exclaimed 
againſt Pride, Rioting, and Drunkenneſs ; 
againſt Blaſphemics, and other Wickedneſſes. 
They led a ſpiritual Life to all outward Ap- 
pearance; were grave, ſighed much, and did 
not laugh: They were vehement in their 
Reproofs, talk d with a lofty Air, that by 
theſe Means they might be admired by, and 
have ſome Authority with, well-meaning and 
devout People. They therefore thus ſpoke 


of them: Let others ſay what they will of 
the Anabaptiſts, I ſee nothing in them but 
Gravity; Ihear nothing, but that we muſt not 
| _ muſt do 1 no one any . but all 
. ought 


3 
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ought to live pious and holy Lives : There- 
fore I ſee nothing of Evil or Iniquity in them- 

So that by this Mean they deceived many 
in that Country, and, as it were; blinded them. 
Some of them inveighed againſt the Miniſters 
of the Church, and the Magiſtracy, and that 
ſo impudently and ſeditiouſly, that they were 
put in Priſon, and various Attempts made 
to teach them better. Some of them, there- 
fore, on their promiſing to renounce their 
Error, were diſmiſſed without any Puniſh- 
ment; and others, who would not bear to be 
inſtructed, bur obſtinately perſiſted in their 
Deſign, were detained and kept in Cuſtody, 


that they might not be the Authors of a yet 


gteater Scdition, and more Tumults: And 
theſe afterwards were ſome of them fined, TT 


rer 


| tiſts and their Friends deen in we Ciry a 


Country, inade loud Complaints, That all 


Things were done by Force; that Truth was 

| oppreſſed ; and-godly and infi6cent Men, who 
artempted "nothing but what is contained in 
the Word of God, were not heard, nor ſuf- 
fered to ſpeak : That all zhey'deſi red was to 
| be dealt with according to Law and Right, 
and be permitted to have the Liberty of 
Speech. They likewiſe grievouſly ' accuſed 
Zuinglius, that he would ſuffer no body to 


ſpeak, and attempted to oppreſs the Truth in 1 


the Mouths of his Adverſaries, and, as it were, 
in their Throats: And that by this Manner 
of Troceeding he defended his Cauſe 3 not 


” 


—— rr 
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by the Word of God, but by Clamours, and 
the Authority of the Magiſtrates. 


By theſe vehement Complaints of the Ana- 


baptiſts, and the carneſt Intreaties of Zuingli- 


zs, and the other Miniſters, who petitioned 
for a publick and free Diſputation, the Senate 
of Zurich was prevailed on to publiſh or pro- 
claim a publick and free Diſputation in this 
Form : It is our Will and Decree, That all 


they, whoſoever they be, that will maintain, 


prove and defend, out of the Holy Scriptures, 


that Infant. Baptiſin is an Appointment of 
the Devil's, but that Anabaptiſin is juſt; and 


that therefore they judge that they have done 
well and rightly, who are rebaptized ; and all 


they who do not think it wrong, but arc of 
Opinion that Infants are to be baptized; 
that all theſe together, or every one ſeparate- 

ly, come on the Monday after All Saints 

Day to a Publick Diſputation; where they 


ſhall every one be ſufficiently heard, and that 


which is juſt and equitable ſhall be deter- 
—— mw SO] ; 


The Queſtions to be diſputed were theſe: 


1. Whether the Children of Chriſtians are 
leſs the Children of God than their Parents 
nov, than they were in Old Teſtament Times? 


Becauſe, if they are not, who ſhall deny them 


the Baptiſm of Water? 2. Whether Circum- 
ciſion among the Ancients was not, as to the 


Sign, the ſame that Baptiſim is to us; ſo that, 
if Infants were circumciſed, they are alſo to 


be baptized? 3. Whether Anabapriſm has any 


Evidence, 


. 


- : 
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Evidence, Example, or Proof, from the Word 


of God? Since, if it has not, they who re- 


baptize, do crucify Chriſt, either out of Ob- 
ſtinacy, or a wilful Deſire of Innovation. 

On November 6, 1525. the Day appointed 
by the Senate for this Publick Diſputation, a 
great Number of Miniſters and other learned 


Men met at Zurich: The Anabaptiſts like- 


wiſe, with the Principals of their Seat, who 
came every-where out of the neighbouring 
Countries, as St. Gall, and others. There 
were likewiſe preſent Deputies, who were 
eſpecially ſummoned out of the Country be- 
longing to Zurich; becauſe Anabaptiſin was 
increaſed among them, and many had com- 
| plained, that the Anabaptiſts were not heard; 
that ſo they being pre ent, might themſelves 
dear how they were uſed, and be able to relate 
and evidence the ſame at home to their 
VVV 
The Diſputation began in the Senate houſe 
at Zurich, the whole Senate being preſent, 
and the Doors ſet wide open. But no ſooner 
had the Anabaptiſts begun to diſpute, but 
another Faction of them broke in upon them, 
ſome of whom cried with a loud Voice, Sion, 
Sion! rejoice, Jeruſalem. On which a great 
Tumult being raiſed, it was thought proper to 
change the Place of Diſputation, and remove 
to the great Church. Here the Diſputation 


continued Three whole Days. After it was 


ended, the People expreſſed themſelves very 
well ſatisfied. Only the Anabaptiſts perſe- 


vered 
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vered in their Purpoſe; wherefore they were 
called before the Senate, and gravely admoniſh- 
ed, that ſince they had been ſufficiently taught, 
and ſtrongly convicted publickly in the Church, 
before all the People, they ought to give Glo- 
ry to God, and deſiſt from their Purpoſe, which 
had no manner of Foundation. But when 
no Impreſſion could be made on them, they 
were led away to Priſon, and there kept for 
a little while, when they were diſmiſſed with 
Hopes of Amendment, and being threatened - 
with ſevere Puniſhment, if they yet perſiſted 
___ rodiſturb the Publick, and be the Authors of 
Factions. But all this ſignified nothing. Nei- 
ther Threats, nor Impriſonment, nor Fines, 
availed any thing to repreſs the Stubborn- 
| nels of theſe People, and perſuade them to 
live quietly : They ſtill continued to make 
ſeditious Diſcourſes to the People, to ſeduce 
others, and rebaptize. They ſhewed no Re- 
gard to the Mercy which the Senate treated 
them with, nor to their own Promiſes and 
Oaths, and the Security which they had given; 
but when they ated directly contrary with 
the utmoſt Boldneſs, they ſtyled their Con- 
duct Conſtancy in the Faith. On this the 
Senate was provoked to prohibit Anabaptiſin 
on Pain of Death; and „ ſome - 
were capitally puniſhed ; among whom, it's 
ſäaid, was Felix Mans beforc- 
= mentioned, who was drowned at Brandt, &. 
Eurich 1526, upon the Sentence ?: 57- 


pronounced by Zuinglius, in theſe 
— 888 Four 


2 
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Four Words 8, Qui iterum mergit, mergatur. 
This Proceeding appeared very ſtrange, and 


occaſioned the following Reflections; That 


the Zuinglians were ſcarce got out of the 
Reach of Perſecution themſelves, and ſaw 
thoſe Fires in which their Fellow-Believers 


were burnt, ftill daily ſmoaking ; that moſt 
of them condemned the putting Hereticks to 
Death, where it came home to themſelves, 


and yet practiſed it where they were upper- 


moſt ; thus doing to others what they would 
not have done to them. Eraſmus 


4530.” hat they who are ſo very urgent 
8 that Hereticks ſhould not be put 


| to Death, did yet capitally puniſh the Ana- 


 baptiſts, who were condemned for much 
fewer Articles, and were ſaid to have among 


them a great many, who had been converted 


from a very wicked Life, to one as much 
amended ; and who, however they doated in 
their Opinions, had never poſſeſſed themſelves 


5 I have mentioned this Story, that 1 might not be ac- 


cuſed of making Concealments; but I have no Authority 


for it but Brandt, who quotes for it an anonymous Book, 
entituled, The Beginning of Schiſm, &c. Neither Bullinger, 
who lived at Zurich at this Time, nor Sleidau, ſay one 


Word of it: No more does Melchior Adams, who wrote 
| his Life. Ir ſeems to me an improbable Story, and very 


_ unlike Zuinglius's Character, thus to jeſt and -_ with a 


Man's Life. Adaws tells us, That he was 
Vita Zuinglii, called a Thief, an Heretick, and an Adul- 
P. 37- terer, to caſt a Slur on his Doctrine, and 


odʒhpenly traduced in the rudeſt and moſt 
clamorous Manner; but ſays not a Word of his being re- 


of 


proached as a Perſecutor and Murderer. 
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Tandem carcere, proſeriptionibus, 
morte, contra perjuros, inobedi- 


the Engliſh Anabaptiſts. 19 


of any Churches ot Cities, nor fortified them 


ſelves by any Leagues againſt the Force of 


Princes, nor caſt any one out of their Inhe- 


ritance or Eſtates. But they did not deſerve 


this Character long; and if Melchior Adams 
is to be believed, they did not deſerve it now. 


Vita Zuin- 4 


11 _ 
entes, ſeditioſos, non jam Cata- EOS 
baptiſtas, Senatus agere cuactus, ut nalum 


inteſtinum averruncaret : At length, ſays he, 
the Senate was forced to proceed againſt them, 
by Impriſoning, Baniſhing, and Death itſelf ; Y 
as 1 diſodedient, and ſeditious People, 
not as Anabaptiſts, that they might root out 
the inteſtine Miſchief. 


At the ſame time were the Anabaptiſts as 


troubleſome to other Churches and Cities, as 
they were to the Church and City of Zurich. 
In the Year 1525 they began to raiſe Tumults 
and Factions at Sat which provoked the 
Magiſtrates to commit many of their Num- 
ber to Prifon in the City and Country, and 
to puniſh them -cquitably according to their 
Deſerts. In the Year 1527 ſome of them 
were brought publickly to diſpute with Oero- 
lampadius, and the other Miniſters, concern- 
ing Infant Baptiſin, Anabaptiſin, Magiſtracy, 
Swearing, and the other Anabaptiſtical Opi- 
nions; and were quite confuted. The aue 


Year John Denkinus, and Lewis Hetzer, Two 


Rabbins and Principals of the Anabiprifts, 
perverted to | Anabaptifma, James Kautsiun, 


8 : alias 


* 
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alias Night. Owl, Miniſter of the Church of 
Wormes. In 1528 a famous Diſputation was 
had at Berne, but to little Purpoſe ; ſince the 
Anabaptiſis continued immoveable. The 
next Year, 1529, another Diſputation was 
had at Baſil, with Nine Anabaptiſts, but with 
no better Effect, ſince no Satisfaction was 
given by it to thoſe contentious and poſitive 
Men. In 1531 was another Diſputation had \ 
at Berne, With a certain principal Anabaptiſt, 
named Piſtormajor, who was convinced, and 
forſook Anabaptiſm. This Diſputation was 
publiſhed. The following Year, 1331, the 
Senate of Berne appointed a Third Diſputa- 
tion at a Town of their Province called Zo. 
ſmga in Argovia. This Diſputation laſted 
Niu ue Days, and it was debated between the 
_ Miniſters of the Church of Berne and the 
Anabaptiſts, Of the Judge of this Diſput. 
tion: Of the Miſſion of the Anabaptiſts, 
whether it be divine ? Of the Church : Of 
Excommunication : Of Magiſtracy : Of 
Swearing : Of Preachers: - Of Baptiſm. 
The Dilputation itſelf was put into Writing, 
ſigned by (worn Notaries, and publiſhed. By 
this Account of the fir/# Riſe, Progreſs, and 
Increaſe of Anabaptiim ; the Oppoſition made 
to it by the Magiſtrates, and Miniſters of the 
Churches; the frequent Refutation and Con- 
viction of the Anabapti/ts, and that before the 
Magiſtrates, and whole Church; the Principals 
of them refuling to own themſelves over- 
come, but rejeing and dclpiſing the Coſts 
„ 


we dined 


2 


To ⁰ 


the Englith Anabaptiſts. 21 


and Pains, the Mercy, and Admonitions, and 
Pardon of the pious Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 


it may appear to any equitable and impartial 
Judges, how unworthy of, and diſhonourable 


to, any Chriſtian Man, this Opinion is. But 
on the contrary, many honeſt Men avoided 
Anabaptiſin as ſo much Poiſon: Some alſo 


deſerted the Anabaptiſts, and behaved them- 
ſelves honeſtly; but others who left them, 

behaved themſelves ſo looſely and diſſolutely, 

| as to evidence indeed, that their Behaviour, 
. whilſt they continued in Anabaptiſin, was 


mere Hypocriſy. 


The Anabaptiſts having g thus ſeparated them- 
ſelves from both the Popiſh and Evangelical 
Churches, and all others, that they might live 
in the new Order of Anabaptiſts, to which 

they gave the Name of a true and Chriſtian 
Church acceptable unto God, received the 
Principals of their Sect into their Church by 
rebaptizing them to Repentance and Amend- 


ment of Life. Theſe afterwards, as has been 


intimated before, led a holy Life as to Ap- 

pearance; they inveighed ſharply againſt Co- 
vetouſneſs, Pride, Oaths, obſcene Diſcourſe, 
and immodeſt Behaviour of Men, Drinking- 
| bouts and Gluttony, and frequently talk d of 
the Death of the Old Man. Bur afterwards, 
when the Spirit, as themſelves reported, was 
augmented to them, many Things were al- 
tered and innovated by the Brethren, which 
fooliſh Men every-where received as Articles 


ſeat down from Heaven. On the contrary 
C 3 *:.-- 


22 A BrIEr HISTORY of 


yet, others roſe up, who diſparaged theſe 
Things, thezy Spirit revealing them; and 
they produced ſome Things which diſpleaſed 
the reſt, and were rejected by them. So that, 
after they were divided among themſelves 
into various and very b different Parties, they 
began mutually to excommunicate and damn 
one another. Yet of all the Anabaptiſts a 
certain People were collected, which we may 
call General or common Anabaptiſts ; ſince, 
for the moſt part, they yet retain the com- 
mon Doctrine which heretofore was common 
to the Anabaptiſts. The Opinions and In- 
ſtitutes of theſe are contained under the fol- 
lowing Heads. 
+ 5h They think themſelves to be the only, 
true Church of Chriſt, and acceptable unto 
God ; and teach, that they who by —_ 
t1/m are received into their Church, ought 
not to have any Communion with the Evan- 
gelical and our Chriſtian Churches, or with 
any other whatſocyer ; for that our Churches 
arc not true Churches, no more than the 
Churches of the Papiſts, or others. This 
they attempted to prove by this Reaſon ; 
That in heir Curches is a conſpicuous and 
manifeſt Amendment of Life ; whereas, in 
thoſe which are called Evangelical, ſome 
Things are preached out of the Goſpel, but 
no body is amended, and all the People are 


* The Anabaptiſts conſiſt, at preſent, of ſuch a Number 


ot Seats, that ſcarce any body can reckon the Number of 
wem. Banat. kliſt. Vol. 1. 5 336. 


impeni- 
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impenitent, and guilty of Sins and Wicked- 
neſſes: But it was not lawful to have any 
Communion with ſo impure a People. 

2. Next, they ſaid ; That-theſe Things were 
not only wanting in the People, bur there 
were other Things to be deſited in the Mini- 
ſters of the Churches, both in their Perſons 
and Miniſtry. As to their Perſons, they 
aid, They were not lawfully and ordinarily 
called to the Miniſtry, becauſe they were 
not endued with thote Qualifications which 
Paul required in a Miniſter, 1 Tim. iii. they 
did not do themſelves thoſe Things which 
they taught others; they had Stipends, and 
did not labour, and were therefore Miniſters 
of 1 Belly. 


In their Miniſtry, they ſaid, many 
Things were to be deſired both in their Doc- 
rrine, and the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments: That their Doctrine was confined to 
the Sermon of one Preacher; whereas Paul 
commanded, That if any thing was revealed 
to any one who fat by, the former ſhould 
hold his Peace, and the other ſhould be per- 
mirted to preach : That Preachers did not 
keep to the Words of Scripture, and inſiſt 
_ pnly on them, but interpreted them; whereas 
the Scripture was not to be expounded by 
every one's peculiar Interpretation: That the 
Sermons of Miniſters were fin ſince they 
taught, That Chrz/t has ſatisfied for Sins; and 


that Men are juſtified before God by Faith, 


not by Works; whereas in this wicked World 
.C 4 good 
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good Works are more to be urged and re- 
quired : That moreover they taught, It is 


impoſſible for Man to keep the Law, when 


yet the Scriptures every-where require Men 
to obſerve it: That Charity, which requires 
a Community of al Goods, was not rightly 


taught by the Preachers, ſince they taught, 


That a Chriſtian Man might haye ſomething 


of his own, and be rich; whereas Charity has 
rather all Things in common with the Bre- 
thren: That, beſides, the Preachers mingled 
together the Old and New Teſtament ; and 
yet the Old was abrogated, and of no Validity 
among Chriſtians ; and they who were under 


the Old Teſtament have nothing to do with 


thoſe who are under the New : That what 
Preachers teach, That our Souls directly go 
into Heaven after the Death of their Bodies, 


is an uncertain Thing, ſince they ſleep to the 
very laſt Day: That they attibute many 


Things to the Magſtracy, of which yet there 
is no Uſe among Chriſtians, who know no 


more, than that they are to ſuffer, 


4. That a Chriſtian Man may not EXECUTE 


the Office of a Magiſtrate. 


5. That the Magiſtracy ought not to take 


Care of the Cauſes of Religion, or of Faith. 
6. That Chriſtians are not to reſiſt thoſe 


who offer Violence to them ; and that there- 


fore there is no need of Judicatories, nor 


have Chriſtians any Occoſion to make uſe of 


them. 


2. That 


9 
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7, That Chriſtians are not to kill, nor to 
puniſh with either the Priſon or the Sword, 


but only with Excommunication. 
8. That no one is to be compelled to the 


Faith by Force and Authority, nor to be put 
to Death for it. | 


9. That Chriſtians are not to defend them- 
ſelves, and therefore not to wage War, nor 
in that Matter to obey the Magiſtracy. 

10. That the Converſation of Chriſtians 


ſhould be, Yea, yea; No, no: That they 


ſhould never ſwear, and therefore ſhould ſwear 


no Oath, becauſe it is a Sin fo to do. 


11. Further, they ſaid ; That this alſo was 
to be defired in the Miniſtry of Preachers, as 


to the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, that 


they baptize Infants; for that the Baptiſm 


of Tnfants aroſe from the * and the 
Devil. 


12. That Anabapriſin is the true Baptiſm 


of Chriſtians, as being what is given to thoſe 


who confeſs in order to Repentance, to thoſe 
who are taught and endued with the Uſe of 
Reaſon. 

13. That Preachers uſe no Separation, or 


make no Diſtinction, and do not drive Sin- 


ners away from the Lords Supper, and have 


no Ex communication. 


It has been obſerved before, That the Ana- 


baptiſts were divided into very different and 
ſeyeral Parties: Theſe, it is obſerved, were 


ſo many and numerous, that ſome have 


thoug ght it impoſſible to give an orderly Ac- 


count 


3 b -þ 64 
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cqunt of all their Differences, contrary Opi- 
nions, and pernicious and horrible Sets; how- 
ever, theſe following arc remembered: 

I, Thoſe who named them- 
Balinger ſelves Apoſtolical; to wit, from 
| the Apoſtles and the Apoſtolick 
Church, to which they deſited to render them- 
ſelve conformable : Theſe regarded only the 
naked Letter of Scripture ; "therefore they 
wandered through Countries without a Staff, 
Shoes, Purſe or Money, and magnified their 
heavenly Calling to the Miniſtry. And be- 
| cauſe the Lord ſaid, That which ye have 
heard in the Ear, proclaim ye on the Houſe- 
tops ; therefore they would climb up thither, 

and preached thence. They waſhed one an- 
| other's Feet; and ſaid, they ought to become 
as little Children, and therefore bchaved them- 
ſelves childiſhly. Becauſe it was ſaid by the 
Lord, That he who forſook not his Houle, 
and all that he had, could not be his Diſciple ; 
they deſerted their Wives, Children, Houles, 
Trades, and Buſineſs, and wandered through 
Countries, and lived upon the Brethren, and 
impoveriſhed them, till they excommunicated 
them as grievous and troubleſome Drones. 


In their Teaching, they preſſed this, That 


no one could be 2 Chriſtian and be rich; 
That no one ought to have any Property, 
but that all Goods and Riches ought to be 
in common. But they were nor all of the 
tame Opinion as to this Community of Goods; 
for ſome of them went bare · feeted, and were 


ne * 


* 
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new Franciſcans or Begging Friers, who thought 
it a Sin even to i touch Money, or have any 
thing of their own. Others did not count 


who had any thing of his own, ſhould not 
keep it to himſelf alone, but ſhould impart it 
alſo to others, and not ſuffer any of the Bre- 
thren to want, ſo far as his Riches would go. 
In ſome Places, as in k Moravia, it was re- 
ported, that they had a Steward, and a Com- 
mon Purſe : But they did not long continue 
to agree; but were all ready eaſily to deliver 
one another to Satan, and excommunicate 
them. 5 I.” 
2. There were, beſides, * 
who would have nothing common, or like to 
the World; becauſe it is written, Be not con- 
formed to this Morld.. Theſe held many of 
the common Opinions of the Anabapriſts, 
but had theſe particular ones beſides : As 
if they had been a new Order of Monks, 
they made Rules for their ! Habit, of what 
Matter and Form their Cloaths ſhould be 


3 The Begging Friers found out a Way to evade this; 


fince, tho? they would not touch Money with their naked 


: 1 they would handle it with Gloves, or tell it with 
& Some of the Deſcendents of theſe People are now in 
the new Plantation of Georgia : They are ſaid to be a fru- 


. Pnople, who keep a common Table, and 


| hold a Community of Goods, and the Unlawfulneſs of go- 
ing to War, or even of their defending themſelves. 
In this, as in other Things, do the Engliſh Quakers 


made ; 
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made 3 asalſo how long, how great and wide 
they ought to be: In the mean time they 
condemned all coſtly Habit and Ornament, 
and called thoſe Ethnicks, or Heathens, Who 
uſed worldly Things of this Sort. They alſo 
preſcribed Rules for Eating, Drinking, Sleep 
and Reſt, Standing and Going. If they ſaw 
any one laugh, and be joytul and merry, 
they bawld out that evangelical Saying, o 
be to you that laugh, for by-and by ye ſhall 
weep and lament. They fetch'd dcep Sighs, 
and were ſad, and very religious: They 
avoided and abhorred merry Mcetings and 
| Feaſts, Singing, and all Uſe of Muſick : 
| Beſides, they condemned Leagues, and the 
Wearing and Uſe of Arms. 
A third Sect of Anavaptiſts had or con- 
rained holy Brethren, pure, and free from 
Sin; with whom alſo the general Anabap- 
ziſts did in ſome meaſure agree. The Doc- 
trine of theſe was as follows: Since it was 


plainly written by John, Whoever abideth in 


him, doth not ſin : Who committeth Sin, is 
of the Devil : And Paul adds, That Chriſt 
has prepared for himſelf a Church without 
Spot and Wrinkle, holy and irreprovable ; 
and they are Members of this Church who 
| abide in Chriſt; they muſt be pure, and with: 

out Sin: Therefore there were ſome of this 


Sect who omitted this Part of the Lord's 


Prayer, Forgive us our Debts, as we forgive 

gur Debtors ; and left off praying, as pure, 

and having no further Occaſion tor Pardon 
and 


8 
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and Remiſſion of Sins. On the ſame Ac- 
count, they thought the Prayers of other faith- 


ful People unneceſſary, and of no Uſe to 
them : Theſe alſo did not acknowledge Ori- 


ginal Sin; but thought that Infants were 


pure, without Sin, and therefore did not need 
Baptiſm. 


4. There were the Silent Brethren : Theſe 


ſirmly believed, that there was no further 
need of any Sermons ; for that the Door 
was ſhut, and vow were thoſe evil Times, of 
which Paul made mention, in which we were 
to be ſilent : That, beſides, the World was 
unworthy to hear the holy Word of God, and 
the true Goſpel of Chriſt ; theſe, if they were 


asked concerning any thing, and even about 


Religion, would be ſilent, and ove no An- 
: (wer. 


5. There were another Party of Anabap- 


tiſts, who did almoſt nothing elſe but Pray; 


for they ſuppoſed, that on Account of this 


their Work, and the very Act of Praying, they 


became acceptable unto God: They thought 


likewiſe, that they could, by -their Prayers, 
avert all Evils ; and therefore taught, that they 
were to be reſiſted by Prayers. They took 


away /alfo all Means, that ſo the Left unto 


God might conſiſt in Him; and prattled many | 


Things about it, that the Left units God ought 
to ſtand or continue: ſo that, at length, even 


they themſelves did not underſtand what they 
ſaid, and whither it tended, or what it Was 
for one /eft to God to ſtand. 


6. A 
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6. A Sixth Sect of Anabaptiſts was of 
thoſe who were named Enthuſiaſts and Ec- 
ftatics, of which there was a great Number 
at the Beginning of Anabaptiſm. Theſe glo- 


ried much of the Spirit, which was ſo pow- 
erful in them, that they were ſnatch d without 


themſelves, and ſaw certain ſingular and di- 


vine Vifions and Myſteries. When the Spi- 


rit began to move in them, their Counte- 
nanees changed, they had horrible Geſtures, 


Falling- Sickneſs, and would lie there a long 


Time ſtretched forth like dead People: Some- 
3 times their whole Body would 
So the Eg - tremble frightfully, and at others 


bb Quaker 
2 


That Anabap 
had God for its Author; but that Infant. Bap 


Devil. Some of them faw Zuinglius in 
m Hell ; © others heard, that all who oppvſed 


 Anabaptiſm 


m Philippas — tum quoque fovebat apud ſe 
Marcum, r cognoviſlet inania eſſe omnia 


afferret, et diſſentanea inter ſe, et pleraque nugatoria, 


— — etiam ejuſmodi, ut non eſſe ſana neque integ a 


eum mente deprehenderetur. Ex quibus unum hoc duxi 


exponendurn. Quodam tempore, ſeribente neſcio quid 
Philigpo, Marcus, qui forte adverſus illum aſſediſſet, in ſi- 
5 EE lentio 


and fell upon the Ground, as if they had the 


* would grow ſtiff and like Stocks. 
When they awaked out of their 
Eec̃ſtaſy and Dreams, they would 
relate wonderful Viſions which the Spirit had 
laid open to them, and themſelves had ſeen 
in another World. For they had been taught, 
tiſm was a holy Thing, that it 


tin was profane or impious, and from the - 


vj 
= 


Lord at hand. Nay, ſome of them were fo 
raſh as to fix the Time and very Day, in which 
the Lord was to come; and like ® mad Men 


the Lord ; the Day of the Lord, we declare 
to you the Day of the Lord, &c. . 


ä — 
mode. reſpondiſſet, ſe 


Modo, inquit, vidi illum ſpecie tri 
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Anabaptiſm were rejected and caſt away by 


God. This was the Voice of all of them; 
It is the Will of the Father ; the Father has 
commanded or ſaid. All, or however the 
greater Patt of them, ſaw the Day of the 


ran about the Streets, crying, The Day of © 


7. There 


lentio et cogitationibus ſenſim ibi conſopiri, et demittere 


caput in menſulam, ad quam ſedebant, et obdormiſcere. 
Poſt non multum remporis experrectus, erigere ſe, et intu- 


eri Philippum, et interrogare ſubito, Quænam eſſet exiſti- 
— 1 — : 

entire de illo preeclare, quamvis 
verboſitatem ipſius interdum non probaret : Tum Marcus, 
15 in Purgatorio. Ad hæc 

Philippus primum ridere, mox diſcedere, deplorans pertur- 


bationem tantam in illo, qui Purgatorit facerer mentionern 


eam, quam ipſorum aliæ diſputationes mirifice refellerent. 


Camerarii Vita Melancth. p. 49. Ed. 1655. 


n Anno Domini 1535. tertio Id. Februar. Amſferodami, 


in vico Salinario, in ædibus Joannis Siberti parmicid, 
qui tune procul domo aberat, ſeprem viri et quinque for- 
minæ, Anabaptiſtæ, convenerunt. Inter hos unus, cui 
Theodorico Sartori nomen erat, afflatus, in terram ſe aliquan- 
diu coram cæteris fratribus et ſororibus porrexit; qui tandem 


evigilans, precatione factà magna gravitate, Deum, inquit, 
ſe in ſua majeſtate vidiſſe, aliaque in coelo er apud inforos 


luſtraſſe omnia, adeſſe magnum extremi judicit diem, &e: 
Veſtes deinde omnes exuit, ita ut ne interula quidem reli- 


ua eſſet ad tegendas verendas corporis partes. Mandat 
ub hæc cæteris fratribus et ſororibus, ut ſuo exi ſe 
totos exuant: Univerſum enim id, quod & terra factum 
natumque fit, filios Dei exuere et deponere oportere: Præ- 
terea, cum veritas nuda ſit, nihil circa (E patiatur, opottere 
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7. There were the Libertine Anabaptiſts, 
whom the other Anabaptiſts call the groſs and 
" impure Brethren, and are wont to excommu- 
nicate. Of theſe was no ſmall Number from 
the Beginning of Anabaptiſm, eſpecially in 
the Upper Germany. Theſe underſtood Chri- 
ian Liberty in a carnal Senſe. For, becauſe 
they were by Chriſt ſet free, they would be 
ſet at Liberty, and be free from all Laws. 3 
They therefore were of Opinion, that by Right . 
they ought not to pay any annual Rents, nor | 
Tithes, nor to perform any Services. Others 
of them were a little more moderate, and 4 
taught, That altho' theſe Things were not due N 
by Right, yet they were to be paid to Hea- = 
thens, that they might not complain, ang 
blaſpheme the Doctrine; but that Servitude 
ought by no means to be among Chriſtians. 
Some of theſe Free Brethren perſuaded light 


ipſos quoque, ut veraces, penitùs nudos eſſe. His factis, 
cum omnes, nulla verecundia ducti, nudi aſtarent, omnibus 
imperat Theodoricus, ut ſe imitarentur. Mox igitur nudus 
in publicum è domo * borribiliter clamabat, Ve ! . 
Vel Ve! Divina Vindicta Divina Vindifta ! &c. Hunc - 
deinde czteri viri ac fœminæ nudz ſequebantur, et quaſi 
furioſi currebant, et horribiliter clamabant, ut nunquam 
horrendior clamor auditus fuerit. Quamobrem cives ad 
arma concurrunt, quippe qui ignorarent urbſne ab hoſti- 
bus capta eſſet, aut quid tandem ũbi hic tumultus veller. 
Capti demum ſunt nudi illi et impudentes homines. Cùum : | 
capti eſſent, veſtitum oblatum rejecerunt, dictitantes veri- * 
t sastem nudam eſſe oportere. Quæſtione habits, quinto Ca- 
lendas Martii ſeptem viri percutiuntur; horum primus cla 
mabat, Laudate ſemper Dominum ; alter, Vindica ſanguinem „ 
 #uorum, Domine; tertius, Aperite oculos ; quartus, Ve, Ve, i 
c. Poſteà etiam mulieres ſupplicio affectæ ſunt. Lam- | 
berti Hortenſii Liber Tumultuum Anabaptiſtarum. 


Women, 


Knaves, 

ſuaded the Women, that they grievouſly ſinned, 

jf they lay with their Husbands who were yet 
Gentiles, and had not been rebaptized ; but 
that it was no Sin for them to lie with the Ana- 
 baptiſis, becauſe between them there was a 
— Manage, Oc... . 
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Women, that. they could not be ſaved, if 
they did not proſtitute their Chaſtity ; for 
they abuſed the Word of the Lord, and that 
not without Blaſphemy : Unleſs any one de- 
ſerts and deſpiſes whatſoever is dear to him, he 


cannot be ſaved : Alſo, that for Chri/#'s Name's- 


ſake, all Ignominy and Reproach is to be 


| borne, Beſides, ſince Chriſt has faid, that 
Harlots and Publicans were to go before thoſe 


who. valued themſelves on their Rightcoui- 


neſs, into the Kingdom of Heaven, Women 


ought to become Whores, and proſtitute their 
Chaſtity ; becauſe then they will be greater 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, than virtuous 


and honeſt. Matrons. Others managed this 

Cauſe a little more ſubtly ; for, as they 
taught a Community of Goods, ſo they taught 
2 Community of Wives: They alſo added, 
that after they were rebaptized, they were allo 


regenerate, and could not fin ; that the Fleſh 


only could ſin: And under this falſe and 
feigned Pretence, and empty Figment, they per- 


petrated many Wickedneſſes and Luſts; and 
yet, moreover, they had the daring Confidence 


to ſay, That this was the Will of the Father. y 


this Mean were invented, among the filthy 
ſpiritual Marriages; for they per- 


D 8. There 
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S8. There was, beſides, another Sort of 
theſe Libertine or Free A its, who, 
though they were not ſo groſs as the former, 
yet in the whole Cauſe of Religion: were 
fickle and inconſtant ; and therefore the 
greater Part of their Doctrine was rejected and 
anathematized by the other Anabaptiſts : 
They determined, that Infant Baptiſm, Ma- 
giſtracy, Swearing, were Things free and 
o indifferent, which the Faithful might uſe 
or not, at their Pleaſure : They ſuffered the 
Preaching of the Word to ceaſe and be ex- 
tint; for they made nothing of outward 
. Preaching, and religious Aſſemblies for divine 
| Worſhip ; ſaying it was written, All muſt 
be taught of God; and therefore there was 
no Occaſion for any one elſe to teach. In 
the ſame manner they judged the Sacraments 
to be needleſs to the Faithful, and of ſmall 
Uſe ; for ſince the! Faithful had the Spirit, 
and the Things ſignified by the outward Signs, 
the outward Signs could not confer any more 
on them, ſince they have them already, and 
do not therefore want the prong gang They 


determined alſo, That it was free to confels 


the Faith, or not, according as the Times 
were: For if they were threaten d with griev- 
ous Perils, the Faithful might diſſemble or 
conceal it; ſince it was ſufficient before God, 
if any one retained the Truth in his Heart, 
This ſeems to be now revived, as if all or any Religion 
vas alike and indifferent. SE | 3 
? So the Engliſh Quakers. 
5 tho 
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tho he outwardly before Men profeſſed the con- 
trary: That Men ought not to expoſe them- 
ſelves to Torments and to Death for the ſake 
of Religion, ſince no Acceſſion was made to 
God by our Death; nor does he will or deſire 
our Death, that we ſhould deſert our Wives 


5 and Children That therefore, for the ſake 


of Peace and Quictneſs, every body ſhould 
conform himſelf, in the Matter of Religion, 
to thoſe with whom he converſes, and among 


| whom he lives. Of this Opinion was likewiſe 


that Blaſphemer David George. 
9. A ninth Faction of Anabaptiſts was chat 
of the Hutites, who were ſo named from one 
John Hute, who died in Priſon: He was of 
Opinion, That the Anabaptiſts of his Party 
were corporally the People of Iſrael, wo 
ought to cut off with the Sword all the im- 
pious or ungodly Canaanites; but that the 
Lord would reveal to them the Time when 
this was to be done. Theſe Hutites loved 
Viſions and Dreams, which, for the molt 
part, were cruel and horrible: However, 
they told only horrible Things, ſeen by them, 
which God was about to do in the World. 
So ſure were they of the Laſt Day's being pre- 
| ſent, that ſome of them laviſhed away all 
their Wealth and Eſtates, as fanſying they 
could ſcarce ſpend them, and that they had 
Wealth enough to laſt ſo little a Time. Some 
of them, in Progreſs of Time, were made 
like thoſe who call themſelves Voluntary 
Poor : Vet, as they ſaid, they begg'd or ga- 
7 
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ther'd together not for themſelves, but for the 
Brethren and Siſters ; although, in the Diſtri- 
bution of it, they did not neglect themſelves. 
10. Next were the Auguſtinian Anabap- 
tiſts, ſo named from Auguſtine a Bohemian. 
He was not unlike to Hute in Dreams and 
- Viſions : But the peculiar Opinion of theſe 
Auguſtinians was, That Heaven is not yet 
open, but ſhut againſt Men, and will con- 
tinue fo till the Laſt Judgment. But this 
ſeems no more than the general Opinion of 
the Anaba 2 expreſſed in other Words: 
Since, if the Souls of Men do ſleep till the 
Laſt Day, and don't go, after the Death of 
their Bodies, up to Heaven; ls not this the 
ſame as to ſay, Heaven is ſhut againſt them ? 
11. Next are reckoned the 4 Munſter Ana- 
baptiſts, who arc ſo well known, and ſo 
infamous for their horrid Seditions. ., : 
12. Laſtly; Of this Se& is reckoned 


End of his Book Of Regeneration, thus wrote 
of Infant Baptiſm; That it is an horrid Abo- 
' mination ; does extinguiſh the Holy Spirit; 


Michae Servetus, a Spaniard : He, at the 


lay waſte the Church of God; difturb the 


Chriſtian Confeſſion ; aboliſh the Renoya- 
tion _ by Chrsf, and deſtroy his whole 
Kingdo In his- Book Of the Reſtitution 
of . Chribianity, he derided the Doctrige of 


WO Trinity, and denied the true De of 


| 4 Bilge ar Anab. Lib. n 0 au. 8 
i Ml. 
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Melchior Hofman was another who main- 
tained, That the Baptiſm of little Children 
is of the Devil, and not to be borne with by 
any Chriſtian : That the Eternal Word of 
God did not take Fleſh of the Virgin Mary, 
but was himſelf made Fleſh ;- and went ſo far, 
as freely to ſay, Curſed be the Fleſh of Mary : 
That Salyation is in our own Power, or to 
be obtained by our own Strength: That if 
any one, after his having received Grace, do 
ſin wilfully, he can never afterwards be re- 
ceived to Grace again r. 5 
Such is the Account given us of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of Anabaptiſin in Germany, by 
thoſe who were upon the Spot, and ſaw and 
heard, what they relate, with their own Eyes 
and Ears. It might indeed have been caſily 
inlarged; but this is ſufficient to ſhew, that 

Infant Baptiſm had been the Cuſtom and 

Practice of all the Chriſtian Churches from 

the very Beginning: That the aſcribing it to 
the Pope and the Devil, was not only very 

rude and unchriſtian, but utterly falſe, and a 


Condemnation of all the Chriſtian Churches 


then in Being: That Anabaptiſin was annul- 
ling the Baptiſm of all Chriſtians, and quitc 
unchurching them, making them Strangers 
to the Covenant of Promiſe, and without 
Chriſt in the World; which muſt be very | 


r Thus Bullinger reckons the ſeveral Sedts of the German 
Anabaptiſts. Others mention beſides * I. The Seba- 
ratifls : 2. Agdamites : 5 Buchel dians 4. Georgians : 
* Menoniſts. | 
| D 3 : Con- 
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_ contrary, to Chriſtian Charity and Humility. 
But beſides, it appears by this Account, that 
the Majority of them held Opinions ſo de- 
ſtructive of all Civil Government, and of all 
Peace and good Order; and they playd ſo 
many mad Pranks, and were guilty of ſo many 
ſeditious and rebellious Practices, that they 
made themſelves very obnoxious to the Go- 
vernment, and ſo much hated and feared by 

their Neighbours, that, like 5 mad Beaſts of 
Prey, they were every-where hunted down 
and deſtroyed ; ſo that even ſome of them, 
who were ſimple. and innocent, ſuffered for 
the Guilty. 

It ſeems as if ſome of theſe mad and hare- 
brain'd Sectaries came over hither about 1534. 
Fay Stow tells us, That the 25th of 
1535. = May, next Year, were examin- 
c « ed in St. Pauls Church, Lon- 

« Jon, nineteen Men, and ſix Women, born 
«* in Holland, whoſe Opinions were, 1. That 
i Chriſt js not tuo Natures, God and 
Man. 2. That Chriſt zooke neither Fleſb 
nor Blood of the Virgin Mary. 3. That 
« Children borne of Infidels ſba is be ſaved. 
% 4. That Baptiſm of 22 is to none 
Effect. 5. That the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
| & Bodye is but Bread onely. 6. That hee 
uus after his Baptiſme 5 uneth wittingly, 
bs Jneth deadlye, and comes be ſaved. 


Cum igitur conſtet Anabaptif tas agi fanatico ſpiritu, 
non moveat nos corum auCtoritas. Melancth. 2 
„ That 
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« That fowertene of them were condemned 
« a Man and a Woman of them were brent 
e in Smithfield ; the other twelve were ſent 
eto other Towns, there to be brent. Bp. 
Latimer ſaid, in one of his Ser- LD 
mons before K. Edward VI. That 1 
he had heard, of credible Men, ward vi. « 
that they went to their Death 
even intrepidè, as ye will ſay, without any 
Fear in the World, chearfully. In the Pre- 
face to theſe Sermons the Author thus ex- 
preſſed himſelf; © Chriſt breath his Spirit upon 
„ you, that ye may read the Scripture with 
« all Humbleneſs and Reverence, to fetch 
from thence Comfort for your wounded 
« Conſciences; not to make that lively Foun- 
« tain of Life to ſerve for the feeding of 
* your idle Brains, to diſpute more ſubtilly 
© therby ; or elſe, by miſunderſtanding of the 
« ſame, to conceive pernicious and Anabep- 
« 75ſtical Opinions. Accordingly, our Church | 
Hiſtorian, Dr. Fuller, obſerved of theſe un- 
happy People, That © they had _ _ 
0 many rude Notions, and were Book V. 
e too ignor 
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ant to manage them, a 
and 00 proud to crave the Directions of 
r 
1 1537 was printed a Book, intituled, 
The Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man; conteyn- 
inge the Expoſytion or Interpretation of the 
Commune Crede, of the Seuen Sacramentes, 
of the Ten Commandementes; and of the 
Pater Noſter, and the Ave Maria, Juſtyfica- 
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tion, and Purgatory. This was dedicated to 
the King by Thomas Archbyſhop of Canter- 
bury, Edwarde Archebyſhop of Torke, and 
alle other the Byſhops, Prelates, and Arche- 
deacons of the Realm, as is ſaid in the Dedi- 
cation, though it is ſigned by no more than 
nineteen Biſhops, eight Archdeacons, and 
ſeventeen Profeſſors of Divinity, and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil Law. Their Expoſition of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm ſeems deſigned to 
rectify the Anabaptiſts Miſtakes concerning 
this Sacrament, and prevent the Engliſh Peo- 
ple being corrupted by them, It is conceived 
in the — Words: = 
As touching the holy Sacrament. 
Fol. 34 b. of Baptiſme, we thinke it conve- 
= nient, that all Byſhops and Preach- 
ers ſhall inſtructe and teache the People com- 
mytted unto their ſpiritual Charge, that they 
oughte and muſte of Neceſſitie beleve cer- 
tainly all thoſe Thynges whiche have ben al- 


wais, by the hole Conſent of the Churche, 


approved, receyved, and uſed in the Sacra- 
ment of OR. And, 

Fyrſt, Thar the Sacrament of 

Fol 35. 2. Baptiſme was inſtituted and or- 

deyned by God, in the Newe 

Teſtament, as a thing neceſſarie for the at- 

tayning of cuerlaſtynge Lyfe; accordynge to 

ihe Sayenge of our Saviour Feſu Chriſte, 

Where he ſayth, That no Man 

Joan. iii, can entre into the Kyngdome of 

Heven, except he be borne ageyne 

of Water end the Holy ( rooſte, item, 
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Item, That it is offered unto all Men, as 
well Infantis, as ſaches as have the Uſe of 
Reſon, that by Baptiſme they ſhall have Re - 
myſſion of all 2 Synnes, the Grace and 
Favour of God, and cuerlaſtynge Lyfe; ac- 
cordinge to the Sayinge of Chriſte, 
Whoſoever beleneth, and is — Mark 3 xvi 
tiſed, ſhall be ſaved. 27” 

Item, That the Promiſe of Grace and euer 
laſtynge Lyfe (whiche Promyſe is adjoyned unto 
this Sacrament of Baptiſm) perteyneth not 
only unto ſuch as have the Uſe of Reſon, 
but alſo Infantes, Innocentes, and Children; 

and that they ought therefore and muſt needs 
be baptized : and that, by the Sacrament of 
| Baptiſm, they do alſo obteyne Remyſſion of 
their Synnes, the Grace and Favour of Cod, 
and be made thereby the veray Sonnes and 
Children of God; inſoomoche as Infantes and 
Chyldren dyinge in their Infancie ſhall undoubt- 
edly be ſaved thereby, and elſe not. 
Item, That Infants muſt needs be chriſtened, 
becauſe they be borne in original Sin, which 

Sin muſt nedes be remitted ; which cannot 
be done but dy the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
wherby they receive the Holy Ghoſt, whiche 
exerciſeth his Grace and Efficacie in them, 
and cleanſeth and purifieth them from Sin by 
his moſt ſecret Virtue and Operation. 
Item, That Children or Men once bap- 


tiſed, ought never to be baptiſed again. 


Item, That all good Chriſtian Men ought. 
and muſt repute ; and take all the Anabaptifts 


and 
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and the Pelagians Opinions, which be contrary 
tothe Premiſſes, and every other Man's Opini- 
on, agreeable unto the ſaid Anabaptiſts or Pela- 
_ gians Opinions in that Behalf, for deteſtable He- 
reſies, and utterly to be condemned. 1 
Item, That Men or Children, who having 
the Uſe of Reaſon, and being not chriſtened 


already, deſire to be baptized, ſhall, by virtue 


of that holy Sacrament, obtain his Grace, and 
Remiſſion of all their Sins, if they ſhall come 
thereunto not only perfectly and truly re- 


pentant and contrite of all their Sins before 


committed, but alſo perfectly and conſtantly 
confeſſing and believing all the Articles of 
our Faith, accordingly as is mentioned in 
the Crede, called The Apoſtles Crede: And, 
finally, if they ſhall alſo have firme Credence 
and Truſt in the Promiſe of God adjoined to 
the ſaid Sacrament; that is to ſay, that in 
and by this faid Sacrament, which they ſhall 
receive, God the Father giveth unto them, 
for his Son Jeſu Chriſt's ſake, Remiſſion of 
all their Sins, and the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, 
 wherby they be newly regenerated, and made 
the very Children of God; according to the 
Saying of Saint Jahn, and the Apoſtel Saint 
7 Peter, where they ſay, Do you 


b. . Penance for your Sins, and be 


__ * each of you baptized in the Name 
| . 12 Jeſu Chriſte ; and you ſball o 


teyne Remi ſſion of your Sins, and ſball receive 


the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And according 
to the Saying alſo of Saint Paul, where he 
„ — 


. London, and Richard By. of 
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faith, God hath not ſaved us for Tir i. 


the Workes of Fuſtice which = 
have done, but of his ＋ . aptiſin, and 
Renovation of the Holy Ghoſt, Toes 16 he hath 


oured out upon us moſt plentifully, for the 
E of Teſs Chriſt our 1 to the In- 
tente, that we being juſtified by his Grace, 
| ſbould be made the * heritours of everlaſting 
Life, according to our Hope. | 
But notwithſtanding this Care and Inſtruc- 
tion, the Anabaptiſts found Ways and Means 
to propagate their Opinions, and increaſe 
their Sect: They had their private Meetings, 
and imported Books printed abroad, which 
they diſperſed here. This alarmed the Go- 
vernment; inſomuch that, in October 15 38, 
2 Commiſſion was granted by the 
King, to © Thomas Archbiſhop Concili " 
« of Canterbury, John Bp. of 2 5 6 


« Chicheſter; John Skipe, N icholas Heathe, 


« Thomas Thurlby, and Richard Gwent, 


« Archdeacons of London Dioceſe, and the 
« King's Chaplains ; and to Robert Barnes, 


* and Edward Croome, Doctors of Divinity; 


e to enquire after, and be informed ſumma- 


<« rily, of all manner of Perſons within this 
© Kingdom, of the damnable, erroneous, 
© and heretical Sect of the Anaba ot iſts, how- 


* ſoever ſuſpected, noted, or dctamed; — 
„ to make a diligent Search and Scrutiny | 


“ after their Hereſies, Books, and Letters, 
and to examine and diſcuſs them, as well 
* in 


44 ABIT HISTORY of 


in Court as without, as to them ſhould 
« ſeem moſt. expedient, and to determine on 


«them by a final Sentence; and to argue 
« with and to confute thoſe who hold them 
« out of the holy Scripture ; and thoſe who 
« are tired of their Errors, and perſuaded - of 
te the Truth explained to them, to admit to 
*« an Abjuration of their Errors, and into 
ce the Boſom of holy Church: but to rejeſt 
« and caſt out of the Congregation of the 
« Faithful, and alſo to deliver over to the 
c ſecular Arm, thoſe who are ſtubborn and 
« obſtinate, and deſperately plunged into their 
« Errors, and to ſearch afrer and burn their 


« Books, wherſoever they ſhould be found. * 


The Occaſion of this Commiſſion is ſaid to 
have been, That the King had received In- 
formation, that ſome of the Anabapriſts had 
privily crept into this his Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and had attempted to infect his Subjects 
with the Poiſon of their peſtilent Hereſy. 
The Effect ſeems to have been, 
Soy Be that on the 24th of November 
The following, four Anabaptiſts, three 
Men and one Woman, all Dutch, bare Fag- 
gots at Paul's Croſs; and on the 27th a Man 
and a Woman, Dutch Anabaptifts, were burnt 
in Smithfield. In the ſame Month the King 
ordered a t Proclamation, whereby he pro- 
hibited all ſach Importation of foreign Books, 
or printing any at home without Licence P 


£ By. Burnet's Supplement, 2. 137. 


. | and 
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and condemned all the Books of the 4g. 
ee and ordered gen 0. be pune 
who vended or W N them. Fuller ob- 

ear their Name firſt ap- 


ſerved, That this eir Nar 
pears in our Engliſh Chronicles: meaning, 
1 ſuppoſe, thoſe of Mr. Stow, who did not 
name them in the Account he gives of them 
7% kW ůnmuůĩ 

The Buſineſs of Munſter, and the other 
Rebellions and In ſurrections of which ſome 
of this Denomination had notoriouſly been 
guilty in Germany and Holland, together 


Ja to. take an 


6. That Chriſt, 


1 | ſcri ed, | 
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ſeribed, appointed, and deterntthed to every 
Man of Oba, that neither any Prince by his 
Sword can alter it ; nor any Man, by his own 
 Wilfulneſs, prevent or change it. 9. That 
:all things be common, and nothing ſeveral. The 
Sew. %. 29th of April, 115 tuo more 
15 * 79. . were condemn'd for Anabaptiſm. 
Three Years after this, was ſet 
forth by the King's Majeſtic of England, 4 
Neceſſary Doctrine and Erudition for any 
— Cbriſtian Man. In this Book it is 
, 2 obſerved, That in theſe Days cer- 
tiſm. tain Hereſies have riſen and 
iftung up again the Chriſtening 
of Infants. A plain Intimation, ſure, that the 
Compilers of this Book knew of no ſuch He- 
teſies before. They further note, That, as 
the holy Doctors of the Church do teſtify, 
the wniverſal Conſent of the Churches in all 
Places, and of all Times, uſing and frequent. 
ing the Chriſtening of Infants, is a ſufficient 
Witneſs and Proof, that this Cuſtom of the 
Church in Baptiſing of Infants, was uſed by 
Chriſt's Apoſtles themſelves, and by them 
given unto the Church, and in the ſame hath 
been alwaies continued even unto _ Dates : 
And that his Cuſtom and perpetual Uſage of 
the Church, even from the Beginning, is agree- 
k able with the Saying of St. Paul, 
pheſ. v  Chrift loved his Church, and 
| bath given himſelf to the Death for his 
| heb 's ſake, to ſanctiſy her, and make her 
holy, in cleanſing her by the a"; of 
ater 
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Water in his Word, &c. So that no Man 
is, nor can be of this Church, but he which 
is cleanſed by the Sacrament of Baptiſm: 
Like as the Texte before alledged Jas 9 
ſheweth, where Chriſt fayeth, No 
ſoc ver is not born againe of Water, and the 
| Holy Ghoſt, ſball not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Wherefore ſeeing that 
out of the Church, neither Infants: nor [no 
Man elſe can be ſaved, they muſt needs 
be chriſtened aud cleanſed by Baptiſm, and 
ſo incorporated into the Church. And as 
the Infancy of the Children of the Hebrews, 
in the Old Teſtament, did not ,, 
* let but that they were made 8 
participant of the Grace and Benefit given in 
Circumciſion: Even ſo, in the Newe Teſta- 


ment, the Infancie of Children doth not let 


but that they may and ought to be baptized, 
and ſo receive the Graces and Virtues of the 
ſame. It was alſo noted, That Children or 
Men once baptized, ought never to be bap- 
tized againe: And, That all good Chriſtian 
Men ought and muſt repute and take all the 
Anabaptiſts and the Pelagians Opinions, which 
be contrary to the Premiſſes, and every other 
| Man's Opinion agreeable unto the ſaid Anabap- 
tiſts or the Pelagians in that Behalf, for dereſt- 
able Herefies, and utterly to be condemned. 
In 1549, we are told, there Ber Hit. 
were many Anabaptiſts in ſe- of —— 
veral Parts of England, who were Vol. N 0 
generally Germans, whom the 
5  Revolu- 
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Revolutions in Germany * had forced to change 
their Seats...: Of theſe there were 779. Sorts 
moſt remarkable: The one was of thoſe who 
only thought that Baptiſm ought not to be 
given but to thoſe who were of an Age capable 
of Inſtruction, and who did carneſtly deſire it 
and that therefore they who were baptized in 
their Infancy, ought to be baptized again when 
they. were adult; from whence they had the 
general Name of Anabaptiſts; theſe were 
called the gentle or 9 Anabaptiſts: 
But the * others who bore this Name, denied 
almoſt all the Principles of the Chriſtian DocC- 
trine, and were Men of fierce and barbarous 
Tempers: This appears pretty plain, from 
the Account given of them before. It is no 


Wonder that Notice was taken of theſe, ane 


omplaints made to the Council, of their 
propagating their Principles, and making Pro- 
iriyees to them; ſince not only was the Pu- 
| | rity 


u „ If Bp. Latimer was not mailinformed, there were 3 
oo of chem in one Town, who ſpake againſt the Order of 
tes, and Doctrine of Subjection to them, and would 


© + n 


have 


myltas imppias opimoxes, non ſolum de 
de cæteris articulis e doctrinæ. 
ut judicia, juramentum, rerum diyffionem, &c. 


| _ 
Und ſatis apparet eds non intelligere ſpiritualem juſtiriam, 
2 ſed imaginari — Pi 


—— 


nati etiam turpiter 


dogent, con 3 diſcedere à conjuge abborrente à 
ſecta anabaptſtis Er alicubi jam * ſeditionem po 
erunt 


um efle tantum quendami externum 
monachatum. Imo anabaptiſtæ 


an Vy Gy n 
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tity of the Chriſtian Doctrine concerned, but 


the Peace and Safety of the Publick. A Com- 


miſſion was therefore ordered to the Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral other Bi- 
_ ſhops, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir William Petre, 
and others, to ſearch after and examine all 


Anabaptiſts, &c. to endeavour to reclaim 
them, to injoin them Penance, and give them 


Abſolution; or, if they were obſtinate, to ex- 
communicate and impriſon them, and to de- 
liver them over to the ſecular Arm, to be 
farther proceeded againſt. Some Tradeſmen 
in London were brought before theſe Com- 
miſſioners in May, and were perſuaded to ab- 
jure their former Opinions; which were 
theſe: 1. That a regenerate Man could not ſm. 
2. That there was no Trinity of Perſons. 
3. That Chriſt was only a holy Prophet, and 
not at all God. 4. That all we had by 
Chriſt, was, that he taught us the Way to 
Heaven. 5. That he took no Fleſh of the 


lerunt legitimos magiſtratus. Item fingunt tale Chriſti reg- 
num in terris ante noviſſimum diem futurum eſſe, in quo 


dominaturi ſint ſancti deletis omnibus impiis. Hæc Judaica 
deliramenta & ſeditioſa & impia ſunt. Tales notæ diligenter 


ſunt conſiderandæ, ut ſpiritus probentur. Cum igitur babeant 


anabaptiſtæ palam impias opiniones, damnandi et fugiendi 
ſunt. Deinde in hac ipſa cauſa de baptiſmo parvulorum mul- 


tos habent errores. Negant peccatum originis: hæc nota 
iterum ſignificat eos tantum profano more judicare de 
peccato et juſtitia. Nullum intelligunt eſſe peccatum niſi 


actuale. Cum igitur conſtet anabaptiſtas agi fanatico ſpi- 


ritu, non moveat nos eorum auctoritas, ut diſcedamus a 
communi conſenſu veteris eccleſiz de baptizandis infantibus. 
 Melandth. loci communes de Bapt. Infant. FF, 


* Virgin. 
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Virgin. 6. That the Baptiſm of Infants is 
not profitable. One of theſe bore a Faggot 
the next Sunday at St. Paul's. But there was 
another of this Sort of Anabaptiſts, who 
was extreme obſtinate; this was a Woman 
named Joan Bocher, and commonly call'd 
Joan of Rent: She denied that Chriſt was 
truly incarnate of the Virgin, whoſe Fleſh 
being ſinful, he could take none of it; but 
the Word, by the Conſent of the inward 
Man in the Virgin, took Fleſh of her. The 
Commiſlioners took much Pains with her; 
but ſhe was ſo cxtravagantly conceited of her 
own Notions, that fhe rejected all they faid 
with Scorn. Whereupon ſhe was adjudged an 


obſtinate Heretick, and delivered over to the 


ſecular Power. The young King was with 
great Difficulty perſuaded to fign a Warrant 
for Burning her; and when he did ſet his 
Hand to it, it was with Tears in his Eyes. 
| Cranmer and Ridley took the Woman into 
their Houſes, to try if they could perſuade 
her: But ſhe ſtill continued, by Jecrs and 
other Inſolencies, to carry herſelf ſo con- 


temptuouſly, that at laſt the Sentence was 


executed on her, May 2d, 1550. She car- 
ried herſelf then, as ſhe had done in the former 
Parts of her Proceſs, very indecently, which 
made her look d on as a frantick Perſon, fitter 
tor Bedlam than a Stake, and at laſt was burnt. 
The next Year, 1551, another of the ſame 
Sea, very probably, one George van Pare, 
a Dutchman, was condemned in the fame 
55 „„ manner, 
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manner, and burnt, April 25. in Smithfield 
for holding, That God the Father was only 
God, and that Chriſt was not very God. 
Theſe were certainly very unjuſtifiable Cru- 
elties, and contrary to the Mildneſs and 
Clemeney of the Goſpel. However, it is 
obſerved, That for the other Sort a 
of Anabaptifts, who * only de- dem, p. 112. | 
nied In fant By tiſm, if indeed there was any 
ſuch 2 no Severities are to be found uſed 
to them Bur ſeveral Books were written to 
_ convince them, to which they returned ſome 
Anſwers ; but none of theſe have I ever 
ſeen. 
"Notwithſtanding the unchriſtian Sevetities 
juſt now mentioned, it ſeems as if this Sce&. 


Increaſed, however, in the Dioceſe of Lon- 


don; ſince in the Articles to be inquired of, 
at Bp. Ridley's Viſitation of it, 1550, there - 

arc theſe following ones : 

Whether any do preach and defend, that 
private Perſons may make Inſurrections, fiir 
_ Sedition, or compel Men to give them their 
| Goods. | 

Whether any of the Anabaptiſts Se, or 

other, uſe notoriouſly any unlawful or pri- 

vate Conventicles, wherein they do uſe Doc- 

trine ot Adminiftration of Sacraments, ſepa- 
tating themſelves from the reſt of the Pariſh. 


=” . Anabaptiſtz in Anglia Titones Alwe; 1647, ſunt nec- 
_ tum ad eos errores delapſi, quos apud trantmarinos invenies. 
Tota fere conttoverfiaz quam cum orthodoxi: habent, in 
loco de Baptilmate conſiſtit, & vocatioue minif:rorum. 
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Whether Baptiſm be miniſtred (out of 
Neceſlity) in any other Time than on the 
Sunday or Holy-day, or in any other Tongue 
than Engliſh. | 
Whether any ſeakerh againſt Baptiſm of { 
Infants. 
Whether any faith, That the wickedneſs 
of the Miniſter taketh away the Effect of 
Chr1 's Sacraments. 
hether any faith, That Chriſtian Men 
cannot be allowed to Repentance, if they ſin 
voluntarily after Baptiſme. Wheras in Archbp. 


Cranmer's Articles exhibited about the fame 
Time, in his Viſitations of his Dioceſe of 


Canterbury, it is only enquired in general, 
Whether any have wilfully maintained and 
defended any Hereſie, Errors, or falſe Opi- 


nions, contrary to the Faith of Chriſt and | 


holy Scripture. 3 
For this his Article of Enquiry 5 
Fox's ar concerning the Anabaptiſts Sect, 
and Aden. was the Biſhop reflected on in 
p. 1286. ed. 
1563. the next Reign, as acting incon- 
ſiſtently with "himſelf. He knew, 

they Laid, how great a Crime it was to ſepa- 
rate himſelf from the Communion or Fel- 


lowſhip of the Church, and to make a Schiſme 


or Diviſion ; and he had been reported to 


have hated the Secte of the Anabaprifts, and 

alwaics to have impugned the ſame on this 
Account. To this the Biſhop is reported as 
making the following Anſwer : © I know 


as. © that the ny of the Church is to be re- | 


AI tained 


ce 
cc 
_ 
cc 
ce 


(c 


60 


cc 


44 
cc 


cc 


condemned, foraſmuch : as, without any juſt 
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tained by all Means, and the ſame to be 
neceſſary to Salvation; but I do not take 


the Maſle, as it is at this Day, for the Com- 
munion of the Church, but for a Popiſh De- 


viſe, wherby both the Commandment and 


Inſtitution of our Saviour CHriſte, for the 


ofte frequenting of the Remembrance of 
his Death, is cluded, and the People of God 
are miſcrably deluded. The Se& of the 
Anabaptiſls -——> ought of Right to be 


or neceſſary Cauſe, they wickedly ſeparate 


c themſelves from the Communion of the 
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© duly adminiſtred ; but turning 


Congregation ; for they * did 
not alledge, that the Sacrament He ſeems | 
c [of the Lord's Supper] was an- here to meaan 


the Nowva- 
tians and 


© away their Eyes from them- Cathar;, 
* ſelves, wherewith, according whom he 


_ mentions. 
to St. Paule's Rule, they ought with the A- ; 


to examine themſelves, and nabaptifts 


caſting their Eyes ever upon 


others, either Miniſters or Communicants 


with them, they alwaies reproved ſome. 


thing for the which they abſtained from 


the Communion, as from an unholy Thing.” 
Ho true an Account this is of the Engl; 
Anabaptiſts, their own Practice and Confeſ- 


ſions ſhew ; except that they do alledge, That 
both the Sacraments are unduly, nay, ſinfully, 


adminiſtred among us, and condemn vs as 


no Chriſtians, or not any Part of Chriſt's 


Flock, or any Subjects of his Kingdom, ex- 


Þ cluding 
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cluding us from both the Means of Grace, 


and the Hopes of Glory. Such is their Cha- 


rity and Humility ; as if they thought the 


Word of God came out from them, or that 


it came unto them only. 


Jn 1535 were publiſhed, by the King's 
Majeſtics Authority, Articles agreed upon by 
the Biſhops, and othere learned and godly Men, 
in the laſt Convocation at London, in the 
Year of our Lord 1552, Oc. Theſe are 42 
in Number, and ſeem principally deſigned to 
vindicate the Exgliſb Reformation from that 
Slur and Diſgrace which the Anabaptiſts Te- 


nets had brought upon the Reformation 


in general, In this the Proteſtants in Ger- 


many had ſet them a Pattern, who, in their 


28 Confeſſion of Faith exhibited to the Em- 
peror Charles V. at the Diet at Ausburgb, 


1539, took particular Care to clear them- 


ſelves of holding the Anabaptiſtical Opinions: 
as may be ſcen in ® Articles 3, 5, 8, 9, 12, 
14, 16, 17, of that noble Confeſſion. Our 


Reformers followed their Example, and in 


theſe Articles aſſerted, in Oppoſition to the 
Anabaptiſts, That the Son, who is the Word 
of the Father, took Man's Nature in the Womb 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, of her Subſtance; 
That he was of two whole and perfect Na- 
tures; And that he truly ſuffered, to be a 
Sacrifice for all Sin of Man, both origina/ 


cee Fidei exhibits inviaiil, Imp. Caroto V. Ce- 
ſari Avg. in Comitiis * Amo M. D XXX. Witen- 


bergæ. 


and 


| S | 


& 


. the Engliſh Anabaptiſtss 55 


and actual. Whereas Melchior Hofman 
taught, That the Eternal Word of God did 


not take Fleſh of the Virgin Mary, but was 


made Fleſh himſelf ; and was of one Nature 
only, not of 7wo Natures. f 5 


In the 4th Article, they aſſerted, That Chriſt 
did truly riſe again from Death, and rook 


25a ain his Body, with Fleſh, Bones, and all 
Things appertaining to the Perfection of Mans 


Nature, where with he aſcended into Heaven: 
Whereas the Anabaptiſts ſaid, That _ _ 


Chriſt's Glorification, there was nothing e 
the Creature in Him; but that his Humanity 
being clarified, paſſed into his Divine Nature. 


In the 5th Article, it was afhrmed, That 


holy Scripture containeth all Things neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation ; David George having 
taught, That all the Doctrine hitherto deliv ered 


and revealed by God, Moſes, Chriſt, the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, is imperfect, and of no 


Uſe to obtain Salvation. 
In the 6th Article, it was declared, That 
the Old Teſtament is not to be put away, 


as though it were contrary to the New, but 
to be kept ſtill; for both in the Old and 
New Teſtaments everlaſting Life is offered ro 
Mankind by Chriſt, & Whereas the Opi- 
nion of the German Anaboptift was, That the 
Old Teſtament was ſo intirely abrogated” by 
God, that it has no Place any longer among 
Chriſtians, and is of no manner 'of Autho- 
_ rity. 


E 4 In 
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In the 8th Article, the Anabaptiſts arc 
named, as now-a-days, renewing the Opi- 
nion of the Pelagians, That Original Sin 
ſtandeth in the tollowing or Imitation of 
Adam: Whereas the Article aſſerts it to be 
the Fault and Corruption of the Nature of 
every Man that naturally is ingendered of the 
Off- ſpring of Adam. 

In the oth Article, it is affirmed, That we 
have no Power to do good Works, plcaſant 
and acceptable to God, without the Grace of 
God, Cc. Or, as this Article was afterwards 
altered, That Man cannot turn and prepare 

himſelf, by his own natural Strength and 
good Works, to Faith, and calling upon Gd: 
Whercas it was one of the Opinions of Mel- 
chior Hofman, That Salvation depends on 
Man's free Will, and is to be obtained by 


every one's natural Powers. 


In the 11th Article, Juſtification, by only 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, is aſſerted: Concerning 
which the Anabaptiſts were not a little miſ- 
taken, and contended, that it ſhould be ſaid, 
That Chriſtians are juſtified by their Works. 
In Article the 14th, it is aſſerted, That all 
Men, except Chriſt alone, though they are 
baptized and born again in Chriſt, yet offcnd 
in many Things : This was to ſhew thcir 
Abhorrence of the vain Boaſts of ſome of the 
German Anabaptiſts, That they were pure and 
without Sin, and nceded not to ask of God 
his Pardon and Torgiveneß. TOs 


In 


| holy Scripture. 5 
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In the 15th Article, it is aſſerted againſt 
the Anabaptiſts, That they are to be con- 
demned, who ſay, They can no more ſin as 
long as they live here; or deny the Place for 
Penitents to ſuch as ſin willingly after Bap- 
tiſm, though they truly repent, and amend 
their Lies. % ewe 
In the 18th Article, it is ſaid, That they 
are to be had accurſed and abhorred, that 
preſume to ſay, That every Man ſhall be ſaved 


by the Law or Sect which he profeſleth, 


ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life ac- 

_ cording to that Law, and the Light of Na- 
The 19th Article inſtructs us, That hey 

are not to be hearkened unto, who affirm, 

That holy Scripture is given only to the 
Weak ; and do boaſt themſelves continually 


of the Spirit, of whom, they ſay, they have : 


learned ſuch Things as they teach, although 
the ſame be moſt evidently repugnant to the 


Ihe 24th of theſe Articles determines, That 


it is not Jawful for any Man to take upon 


him the Office of publick Preaching, or mi- 
niſtring the Sacraments in the Congregation, 
before he be lawfully called, and ſent to exe- 
cute the lame : Whereas the Engliſh Anabap- 
tiſts, as well as the German, were of Opi- 
nion, That there ought not to be any 2 diſtin 
8 „%%% ũ “òᷣ Order 
2 PVilliam Kiffen ſet down this among the Cauſes of the 
Anabaptiſts Separation, The quenching if the Spirit, 7 S 

„ | Wnt ſpifins 
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Order of Miniſters ; but that a// who have 
Gifts, ſhould, in their Turn, being elected by 
the reſt, preach, pray, and baptize. = 
The 25th Article affirms, That the Effect 


of Chrift's Ordinance is not taken away by 
the Wickedneſs of thoſe who miniſter it, nor 


the Grace of God's Gifts diminiſhed from ſuch. 


be contentious, we have 20 


as by Faith and rightly receive the Sacraments 
miniſtred unto them; which be effectual, be- 
| cauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, al- 
though they be miniſtred by evil Men. 
In the 28th Article, it is aſſerted, That the 
b Cuſtom of the Church to chriſten young Chil- 
dren is to be commended, and in any · wiſe to 
8 retained in the Church. : 


The 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, are levelled 


An the pernicious Errors of the Anabaptiſts, 
by declaring, in — to what hey 
nn : 


foi nz Prophecy, that no Man may ſpeak i in \ the Publick Exer- ; 
_ Cifes but one. Anſwer to Ricraft's Looking-glafs for the Ana- 
a baptiſt KY. 
bA ignorant Reflection has been made on this Ex- © 
ion of the Compilers of theſe Articles: © It ſeems by 
ic this, that the firſ# Reformers did not found the Practice of 
* Infants Baptiſm upon Scripture, but took it only as à com- 
ec mendable Cuſtom, that had been «ſed in the Chriſtian 
ce Church, and therefore ought to be retained.” But their 
Writings ſhew the contrary. Many of the Framers of theſe 
Articles reviewed them, 1562, when this Article was thus 
altered; „The Baptiſme of youn Children is moſt 
cc agreeable with the Inſtitution of Chriſt.” However, if 
an Apoſtle is to be believed, the Cuſtom of the Churches of 
God is not to be ſlighted and 3 If any one ſeem to 
uch Cuſtom, neit the ; 


1. That 


| Churches of God, 1 Cor. 16; 
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I. That the Civil Magiſtrate is ordained 
and allowed of God. 


2. That the Civil Laws may puniſh Chri- 
ſtian Men with Death for heinous and griev- 


ous Offences. 


| belonged to the Soul, which, by the Grace 


3. That it is lawful for Chriſtians, at the 

Commandment of the Magiſtrate, to bear 
Weapons, and ſerve in lawful Wars. 

4. That the Riches and Goods of Chri- 

' ſtians are not co mmon, as touching the Right, 
Title, and Poſſeſſion of the ſame. 

S5. That Chriſtian Religion doth not pro- 
| hibir, but that a Man may ſwear, when the 

Magiſtrate roquireth, ina Cauſe of Faith and 
Charity, 

6. That the Reſurrection of the Dead is 

not as yet brought to paſs, as though it onely 


of Chriſt, is raiſed from the Death of Sin; 
but it is to be looked for at the Laſt Day. 
F. That they who ſay, That the Souls of 
ſuch as depart hence do ſleep, being without 
all Senſe, Feeling, or Perceiving, until the 
Day of Judgment, — do utterly diflent 
from the right Bclicf declared to us in holy - 
Scripture. 1 
8. That they who 20 1 to renew the 
Fable of the Hereticks called Millenarii, are 
repugnant to holy Scripture, and caſt them- 


ſelves headlong into a Jewiſh Dotage. 


9. That they are worthy of Condemna- 
tion, who endeavoured at that Time to reſtore 


the dangerous Opinion, That all Men, be 
they 
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they never ſo ungodly, ſhall at length be 
ſaved, when they have ſuffered Pains for their 


Sins a certain Time . * God's 


Juſtice. 
N About this Time was paſſed an 


354 Edu. Vl. Act concerning the King's Free 


c. 24. and General Pardon; out of 
which are excepted the ſame 


Anabaptiftical Opinions mentioned in that 


of the 32 Hen. VIII. only Art. 7. is omitted. 


About the ſame Time was drawn up, in 


purſuance of an Act of Parliament paſſed at 
the latter End of King Hen. VIIIth'ss Reign, 
© A Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws. 


It began with Articles of Religion and 
Hereſy. In this the Compilers took Care to 
expreſs their Abhorrence of the Tenets and 


Doctrines of the Anaba _ They aſ- 
ſerted, That the Son, 


the true and only Subſtance of the Virgin 


Mary; and condemned thoſe who trifled 
about his having a Body divinely aſſumed 


from Heaven, and which paſſed through Mary 


as through a Canal or Pipe. They aſſerted, 


That there were in Chriſt two Naturcs, a 


© Londini ex Officina Fohannis Daii, Anno Salutis Hu- 


manz, 1571. 


Divine 


the Word of 
the Father, aſſumed the human Nature in the 
Womb of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, of the 
Subſtance of her Fleſh: That his human 
Nature had a Body made in Time, and never 
but once, nor of any other Matter than of 
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Divine and Human, entirely, and perfealy, | 


and inſeparably joined together in one Perſon: 
That his Human Nature aſcended into Heaven, 


©, and ſits at the right Hand of the Father. They 
obſerved, That they were the worſt of Here- 
ticks who depretiated the holy Scriptures, 
repreſenting them as only. calculated for the 
Weakneſs of frail Men; whilſt hey who 
were more perfe& were not.to be concluded 
by their Authority, but had a certain pecu- 
| liar Spirit, by which, they ſaid, they were 
ſupplicd with whatſocver they raught and did : 
That many were found in their Times, among 
whom the Anabaptiſts were principally to be 
placed, to whom if any one alledged the Old 
Teſtament, they maintained, That it was alto- 
_ gether abrogated and obſolete, and that every 
thing in it related to the old Times of our 


Anceſtors : That their Error was to be avoided, 


who maintained, contrary to the Truth of 
Scripture, That original Sin was only in 
Adam, and did not paſs to his Poſterity, nor 


produce any Perverſeneſs of Nature; unleſs 


that, by Adam's Sin, was propoſed a noxious 


Example of Sinning, which invited to the 


Imitation and Practice of the ſame Pravity : 
That their Pride was to be checked, who 
attributed ſo great a Perfection of Life to 
Mien juſtified, as the Weakneſs of our Nature 


is not able to bear, and which none but 


Chriſt can have, to wit, That they are free 
| from all Sin, if they apply their Minds to 
live rightly and religiouſly : That they are 


their 
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their Equals in Impiety, who affirm, That 
whatſoever mortal Sin is wilfully committed 
after Baptiſm, is all done againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and cannot be forgiven : That their 


Boldneſs is vain and horrible, who contend, 


That Salvation is to be hoped for in every 


they only, according to their Power, en- 


deavout to be innocent and upright in their 
living, according to the Light given them 
by Nature; and, That their Madneſs is not 
lüeſs, who, in this our Time, revive the dan- 
gerous Hereſie of Origen, That all Men, be 
they never ſo wicked, ſhall at laſt be ſaved, 


when for a certain Time they have, by the 


Divine Juſtice, been puniſhed for their Sins: 
That bey profanely philoſophiſe, who teach, 
That the Souls of Men departing out of this 


Life, when they are gone out of their Bodies, 
do either ſleep till the Laft Day of Judgment, 


or are d annihilated, and when the Day of 
Judgment comes, are either raiſed from Sleep, 
or riſe again with their Bodies from Death: 
That akin to them is the Error of the Reſur- 
region, which many, agreeing with Hyme- 
neus and Philetus, ſay, is already perfect 
and concluded, becauſe it ought only to be 
referred to the Soul, which Chriſt has alro- 
gether raiſed from the Death of Sin: That, 


 morcover, the clownilh Stupidity of the Ana- 


© Thisjit has been ſaid, is the Opinion of ſome of the Keri h 


Anabaptiſts, That the Soul conſumes with the Body. HF. 
of Infant Baptiſm, P- 445. ed. 4tO. 1707. | 5 


Se& or Religion which Men ſhall profeſs, if 


 baptiſls 


their not allowing the lawful Uſe of Oaths, 
is contrary to the Doctrine of the Scriptures 


tian Men, by which their Religion may be 
diſtinguiſhed from others: 


⁊ a cruel Profaneneſs of theirs, not to give Bap- 
tiſm to Infants. 
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baptiſts is to be defeated, who deny it to 
be lawful for Chriſtians to bear the Office of 


Magiſtracy : That like wiſe ſhould be excluded 


the Community of Goods and Poſſeſſions, 
which has been introduced by the ſame 
| Anabaptiſts, and which they carry ſo far as 


not to leave any body any Property : That 


of the Old and New Teſtament, the Examples 
of the Fathers, of the Apoſtle Paul, of Chriſt, 


and even of God the Father: That alike is 
their Madneſs, in disjoining the Inftitution 
of Miniſters from the Church, denying that 
cettain Teachers, Paſtors, and Miniſters ought 

to be placed in certain Places, and not admit- 
ting lawful Callings, nor a ſolemn laying on 
of Hands, but makir 
Power of Teaching 
all verſed in the facred Writings, and claim 
to themſelves the Spirit: That great likewiſe 
zs their Raſhneſs, who leſſen the Sacraments 
fo as to have them taken for nated Signs, 


ing common to af] the 
in Publick, who are at 


and only extward Marks or Tokens of Ghai, 


Laſtly, That it is 


In the Con 11 at Loma 1562, 


I were the Artickes of Religion- {mentioned be- 

fore) renewedand altered: :ſomeofthefeA |tera» 

tions are in the Articles concerning the Anabap- 
teſts. Thus, in the eth Article of Original or 


Birth. 


\ofh oy 921. That all Men 

&& ſs unget And Article WA That the Reſurrection -4 
the Dead is not yet brought to paſs. 

wWiuhich one would think, char the Anab Giſh 

at this time had dropp'd . theſe Errors, and 

| were become more ſober- minded. 


©, 


Stoss An- 


— Hemels. 2 Ce. Vol. Il. P. 380. 


64 A BRIEF HISTORY of 
Birth Sin, the Words, which alſo the Anabap- 
tiſts do nous a- days renew, are omitted; as are 


the 41ſt and 42d Articles of the Millenarii; 3 and, 
ſhall net be ſaved at the length: 


However this be, I find nothing more ſaid 


of them by any body till 1574, when Brand? 
tells us, that ſome of this Set. 


Hit ofthe retited from Flanders into Eng- 


Reformat. lana, thinking to enjoy the Free- 
Vol. I. p.314. dom of theit Opinions under 
5 Queen Elizabeth; but ſoon 
found their Miſtake, being obliged to 
fly from thence to Helland and Zealand. 5 
Of this the Engl 


ſb Chronicles give the 


following Account: On 


Summary © Eaſter- day, which was the 3d 


of Engliſh <«<« gf April, about nine of the 
Chronicles, 


2.566, G. © Clocke in the Forenoon, was 
« diſcloſcd a Congregation of 


nals, p. 69. Anabaptiſis, Dutchmen, in a 


_ - « Houſe without the Barres of 
Aldegate at London, whereof 
8 « ſeven and twenty were taken, and ſent to 
„ Priſon ; and © four of them, bearing Fag- 


« pots, recanted at Pauls Croſs, on the 75 
« teenth Day of May, in Form as followeth: 


e Strype ſays five, and names them, thus ; Hendric Ter- 


wort, Gerard van Byler, Fan Peters, Hans Vanderſtrate, 


1 


rer N 
- * rr — - 


© Whereas 


r WW. A a 3 
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© Whereas I J. T. B. P. being ſeduced 
by the Devil, the Spirit of Error, and by 
talſe Teachers his Miniſters, have fallen into 
certayne moſt deteſtable and damnable He- 
_ ; namely, 


That Chriſt took not Fleſh of the Sub. 


: e of the bleſſed Virgin ohh 


2. © That Infants of the Faithful ought 


5 os to be baptized. 


© That @ Chriſtian Man may not be 4 


5 Magiſtrate, or bear the Sword or 2 4 
Authoritie. 


4. That it is not leufal for a Chriſtian 
to take an Oath. 
Nov, by the Grace of God, and through 
Conference with good and learned Mini- 


| © ſters of Chriſt his Church, I do underſtand 


and acknowledge the ſame to be moſt dam- 
nable and deteſtable Hereſies, and do as 
God, here before his Church, Mercy for 
my faid former Errors, and do forſake them, 
recant and renounce them, and abjure them 
from the Bottom of my Heart; profeſſing 
10 I certainly believe, 
That Chriſt took F. leſh of the Sub- 
, Rance of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. 
That Infants of the Faithful ought 


6 : be baptized. 


© That a Chriſtian Man may be a Magi- 


. or bear the Sword and Office of Au- 
: 9 8 


That it 15 lawful for a Chriſtian to 
5 « And 


« take an Oath. 
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And further I confeſs, That the whole 


and according to the Word of God, wher- 
© unto in all Things I ſubmit myſelf, and will 
. moſt gladly be a Member of the ſaid Dutch 


do purpoſe and truſt to ſtand firm and ſtedfaſt 


of his Son our Saviour Zeſus Chriſt.” 


The like Recantation was made by them = 


« afterwards in the Dxtch Church. 


„ The one and twentieth Day of May, : 
« being  Whitſun-even, one Man and ten 
i 1 Women, Anabaptiſts, Dutch, 
Stow, &. © were,inthe Conſiſtory of Pauls, | 


2.6806. © condemne d to be brent in 


« Smithfield ; but, after great 


„ Pains taking with them, only one Woman 


oo converted, the other were baniſhed 
« the Land. On the firſt of une the nine 
«© Women being led by the Shrives Officers, 


the Man was tied to a Cart and whipped, 
Cc 


* never to return againc, _ 1 


But 


Doctrine and Religion eſtabliſhed and pub- 

liſhed in this Realm of England, as alſo that 
- which is received and preached in the Dutch 
Church here in this City, is ſound, true, 


© Church, from henceforth abandoning and 
The . _—_ all and every Anabaptiſtical 
Error. This is my Faith now, in the which 1 


*.unto the End. And that I may ſo do, I 
beſeech you all to pray with me and for 
me to God the heavenly Father, in the Name 


and ſo all conveyed from Newgate to the 
* Water's ſide, where they were ſhipped awaye, 


fourteen Women were put on 
| Shipboard ; That it was a Boy who was whip- 


tells us, That one Dutchman an 
ten Women were condemned, 
of whom one Woman was converted to re- 
nounce her Errors; eight were baniſhed 
the Land; Zwo more ſo obſtinate, that Com- 
mand was iſſued out for their burning in 
Smithfield, where they died in 
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But though this Account be given with all 
the Appearance of Truth and Exactneſs. by 


one who lived at the very Time when theſe 


Things were done, I find it con- 


tradicted. Brandi tells us, That A . 


ped at the Cart's Tail. But it is plain, his Rela- 


tion of this Matter is not exact. 


Church Hi 
Our Church Hiſtorian, Dn, Rey, ſt. 


p. 10 


great Horror, crying and roaring: July 22. 


But theſe 7wo were not Wemen, 

but Men; their Names were 

e Wielmacker, and Hendrick Strype's An- 
Terwoort. This laſt had recanted, nals. 
as has been ſhewn before; and 

the other is ſaid to have returned from Baniſh- 
ment: However this be, great Interceſſion 


t Brandt calls him vob Peterſon. Tris commonly ſaid, | 


That the firſt who was put to this cruel Death, or burnt in 
England, was William Sautre, 1400 : But this is a Miſtake. 
Camden tells us, ex quo, regzante Joanne, Chriſtiani ix 


Chriſtianos apud nos flammis ſeæ vire cœperunt. A Cironicle 


of London mentions one of the Albige vſes burnt there, 1210: 
The Abridgment of our Engliſh Chronicles tells us o a Dea- 


con, who, for turning Jeu, was condemned at 0 ord, and 


commuted to the Fire, 1222. 


4 . was 


* 
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was made for them to ſpare their Lives. The 


learned and venerable John Fox, for whom 


the Queen expreſſed a very great Value, and 
uſed to call him her Father, wrote her a very 
clegant Latm Letter on their Behalf; and 
the Dutch Congregation appeared very earneſt 


with the Privy Council to ſpare them: But 
with no Succeſs ; the Queen and they, it ſeems, 


being highly provoked at heir Authority be- 


ing called in queſtion, and they denied to be 


Chriſtian Magiſtrates. However, Mr. Srrype 
ſeems to have been miſtaken, in ſaying, that 


theſe Men were burnt after they had been 
ſixteen Vccks n Priſon; ſince from May 
15th, when Terwoort recanted, and when 
”— pore him to have been diſcharged, to 
July 22d, can by no Numeration be made ſo 
long. 


In 1589 was publiſhed, by Robert Seay, - 


D. D. a Book which he intituled, A godly 
Treatiſe, herein are examined and confuted 


many execrable Fancies given out and holden, 


partly by Henry Barrow and John Green- 
wood; partly by other of the Anabaptiſtical 

Order. Theſe Fancies he names in the fol- 
lowing Order: 


1. The Univerſities of Cambridge and Ox- 


ford have a Popiſh Original, therefore Q. Elz. 
ſabeth ought to aboliſh them. Page 2. 


2. The Teachers of God's Religion ought 
to live ex mera eleemoſyna, of mere Alms : 
- TY thes were a Part ot the Ceremonial Law, 

ther- 
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therfore Miniſters ought not to be maintained 
by Tithes. Pag. 7, 9. 
3. The Church need not ſtay for the Prince 
in reforming any Abuſe, but may reform it, 
though the Prince ſay no. Page 13. 
mM A Chriſtian Prince hath no Authoritie 
to make Eccleſiaſtical Laws in his Dominions. 
F5. The Miniſter muſt be choſen by the 
People, when they are taught; therefore the 
Prince may ſend an able Man to an ignorant 
People, as a Teacher, but not as a Miniſter. 
6. Any dos. who is able, may preach 
_— an external Calling. 
. It is not lawful fora Chriſtian to uſe the 
5 Link s Prayer, cither publickly or privately, 
as a Prayer. 
8. It is not lawful to uſe a Form of Prayer. 
9. The Diſcipline which they require is 
an eſſential Part of the Church. | 
- + 2 a Church may excommunicate with- 
out a Miniſter. 
11. Baptiſm adminiſtred and recetead i in the 
Popiſh Church, is not God „ but the Devil's 
Baptiſm. 
12. There is no Worſhip of God in the 
Church of England. 
—_—_ blaſphemous to beftiled Doctor of 
Divinity. 
eee 2d, ooh, and 8th, and almoſt all 
the reſt, except the roth, were defended by 
Barrow againſt the Doctor, in his Brief Diſ- 
covery of the falſe Churches. But Barrow 
| PRs anus the Anabaptiſtical Tenet of 
— Bap- 


a ' ** "4 — 
3 f * i Mm. * * 


=” 


affirm 
tial zo Bapriſcn A Soul. ſearching Catechiſm, &c. 3d Edi- 
tion, 1658. 
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Baptiſm, and aſſerted, That 8 none unbap- 
tized may be a Miniſter, or baptize ; and 
that neither have an unbaptized People Power 


10 elect or ordain a Miniſtry among them. 


Which ſtrikes at the very Foundation of all 


the Congregations of Auabaptiſts in England. 


On the Occaſion juſt now mentioned, of 


the Dutch Anabaptiſts recanting, and ſome 
of them being burnt, our Church Hiſtorian, 


Fuller, chus expreſſed himſelf : 
5 ba ptiſts. wonderfully to en- 


6 condi in the . ; and as we are ſorry 


« that any Country Men ſE.ould be ſeduced 
te with that Opinion, ſo we are glad that the 
h Engliſh, as yet, were free from that In- 
te fection. If this was ſo, it is pretty much 


A EY 


to be wondered at, in a People who arc very | 
remarkable for their being great Lovers of 
- Changes, and greedy of Novelty : And yer, 
by the Account that is given of one John 


Smith, who is ſaid to lire at the Beginning 


of King James the FEirſt's Reign, his being 
the Beginner of 1 9m by Dipping, it ſeems 


s Page 178, edit. 1707 ; whereas Chriſtopher Ms 
» That Baptizedneſſe in the Diſpenſer is not eſſen- 


b Of the ſame Opinion was John Frith, who was mar- 


tyred; 1533: „I truſt, ſaid he, the Engliſh have no ſuch 

ec Opinion.” 80 John Fox, many Years after, in his Let- 
ter roQ. Eliſabeih, gave God Thanks, that be heard not of 

any Eugliſbman that Is inclined to that Madneſs : ſo he called 


e 
not 
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not quite improbable. This Account is as 
follows : 5 

i In the Days of K. James, or thereabouts, 
one Mr. Smith, who was of the Church of 
England, after diſliking thereof, and leaving 
England, in Proceſs of Time was admitted 
a Member of a People of our Judgment, then 
living in Amſterdam, commonly, but falſly, 
called Browniſts ; and, in Proceſs of Time, 
was caſt out of that Church, for Errors he 
held; and not long after, he fell to deny 
his Baptiſm in Infancy, and knew not how 


co have a better, nor a truer Adminiſtrator, 


ſucceſſively, after your Way of Dipping : 
At length he baptized himſelf, and then he 
| baptized one Helviſh by Name. This you 
may ſee in a Book written by one Feſſop, 
_ preſented to King James. More to this Pur- 
poſe I have ſeen in a Book written by Mr. Ro- 


binſon, living then at Leyden in Holland; 


alſo in another Book, written by one Mr. C/zf- 

ton, who wrote an Anſwer to one of Mr. Smith's 

Books; and in another Book, written by 
Mr. Henry Amſworth, Teacher at that Time 
in the Church where Mr. Smith was caſt out 
from; and, as I have heard, that one Mr. 
 Spelsbury ſhould go ro Holland to be bap- 
tized of this Smith, ſo he brought it into 


i 4 Neceſſary Treatiſe for this Age; or, A plain Diſcovery 5 
of the great Error of Denying Baptiſm with Water to the 
Children of Believers, &c. briefly and plainly handled and 


diſcuſt. By Thomas Wall. London, Printed —— 1669. 


F 4 5 Eng- 
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England : But, if this be ſo, we don't find 
he Pracliſcc it till about thirty Vearsafter. 
However this be, in the 12th of the Ca- 
nons Eccleſiaſtical, agreed upon in the Con- 
vocation which met the firſt Year 
4. D. 16e3. of this Reign, the affirming, That 
75 it is lawful for any Sort of Mini- 
ſters and Lay-Perſons, or either of them, to 
join together, and make Rules, Orders or Con- 
ſtitutions, in Caufes Eccleſiaſtical, without the 
King's Authority, &c. is declared to be a 
wicked and Anabaptiſtical Error; and in the 
48th, Miniſters are required not to refuſe or 
delay to chriſten any Childe. 
In 1641, we are told, ſome of the Engliſh - 
Anabaptiſts publiſhed a Confeſſion of their 
Faith: Theſc ſeem to have been of the general 
Sort, ſince they termed Original Sin an ile 
Term; and aſſerted, That Infants arc con- 
ceived and born in Innocency ; That the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt doth not reconcile God 
unto s, but us unto God; That the Office of 
the Magiſtrate is a permiſſive Qrdinance of God; 
and, That Chriſtians may not go to Law be- 
fore Magiſtrates, nor uſe an Oath. ; 
Of theſe People ſeems to have been Edw. 
Wightman of the Pariſh of Burton upon Trent, 
jn the Dioceſe of Lichfield and Coventry: 
He was charged with holding ſeveral Opinions 
of the Dutch or k German Anabaptiſts ; as, 


r Lite fome of them, he fanſied himſelf that Prophet 
| which God told Moſes he would raiſe up and the Holy 


That 


| Ghoſt the Comforter. 
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That there is no Trinity of Perſons in the 
Unity of the Deity ; That Chriſt took not 
3 Fleſh of the Subſtance of the Virgin 
Mary; That the Soul doth ſleep in the Sleep 
of the firſt Death, as well as the Body; That 
the Baptizing of Infants is an abominable 
Cuſtom ; to which he ſeems to have added, 
from the Poliſh Socinians, That the Uſe of 
Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred in Water only to 
Converts of ſufficient Age and Underſtand- 
ing, converted from Infidelity to the Faith. 
For theſe and other Opinions he was con- 
vencd before Dr. Richard Neile, then Biſhop 
of Lichfield, &c. and procecded againſt in 
a Cauſe of Hereſy, and declared to be an 
bobſtinate and incorrigible Heretick, and de- 
livered over to the ſecular Arm. Accord- | 
ingly he was, by virtue of the King's Warrant 
or Writ, directed to the Sheriff of the City 
of Lichfield, ordered to be committed to the 
Fire in ſome open and publick Place in the 
aid City; which accordingly was done April 5 
I Ith, this Year. 
This Confeſſion, ! Mr. ohn Robinſom, who 
had then a Congregation of Engliſh, who 
went by the Name of Brownifts, at Leyden 
. in Holland, tells us, was publiſhed by the 
Remainder of the Congregation gathered by 


Mr. 7. Smith juſt now mentioned, and, very | 


I Anolegia juſta et 8 quorundam 8b 
que contumelioſe ac communiter dictorum Browniſtarum, 


five Bariſtarum, per Fohannem Robinſonum Ang jo-Ley- 


denſe, Ge. Anno Dom. 1619. = 
pro- 
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probably, printed in Holland. Mr. Robinſon 
printed ſome Remarks on it, as containing, 
1 ſuppoſe, thoſe Errors for which Smith had 
been caſt out of His Congregation. How- 
ever this be, 5 
In the Upper Houſe of Con- 


April, 1614, one — Griffin was 


Church, & arraigned of horrid Blaſphemies. 
What they were, I don't find; 


P- 510. 
but, it ſeems, he ſubmitted, and recanted. 


1615. 


of Religion; and, That to perſecute any on 
that Account, is illegal and antichriſtian, con- 
trary to the Laws of God, as well as to 
ſeveral Declarations of the King: They alſo 
aſſerted their Opinion concerning Bapriſm ; 


and condemned that which was adminiſtred 


either in the eſtabliſned Church, or among the 


other Diſſenters, as invalid and of no Uſe. 


However, theſe were ſo far come to their 


Senſes, as to acknowledge Magiſtracy to be 


God's Ordinance ; to confeſs, That Chriſt 


took his Fleſh of the Virgin Mary; and to 
lament the ſeveral ſtrange Opinions held by 


others called Anabaptiſts. In this Book, they 


are ſaid likewiſe to have referred their Readers, 
, e for 


vocation, which met the 6th of 


The next Year, 1615, was pub- 
liſhed a ſmall Treatiſe by theſe 
Anabaptiſts, intituled, Perſecution Fudged 
and Condemned: Wherein they endeavoured = 
to juſtify their Separation from the Church of 
England; and to prove, That every Man 
hath a Right to judge for himſelf in Matters 


— — . 
e * — * 7 wy "oy * 


Baptiſm : This is ſaid to be thought to have 
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for their Orthodoxy in other Points, to this 
Confeſſion of their Faith, publiſhed by them 
(as has been already ſaid) Jour Years before, 
UIS. 1611. 

In the Year 1618, we are told, 1618. 
there came forth a Book, tranſ- 

| lated out of Dutch into Engliſh, intituled, 
A plain and well-grounded Treatiſe concerning 


been the fr// that was publiſhed in Engliſh 


againſt the Baptizing of Infants ; but it is 2 
poſed to have been concealed, as much as 

ſible, till the Civil Wars produced Liberty 
of Conſcience, or * a Licentiouſneſs of 


Thinking. 


Anabapriſis are (ſaid to have pre- 


However this be, in 1620 the a 
ſented to K. James I. in 6 
their Humble Supplication: In which they 
complained of the cruel Proceedings againſt 
them; and humbly beſought his Majeſty, his 
Nobles, and Parliament, to compaſſionate 
their Caſe, and, according to the Directions 
of God's Word, m let the Wheat and Tares 
grow together in the World until the Harveſt : 
Bur this I have not ſeen. 
It was not, it ſeems, till rhir- 
. teen Years after this, 1633, that 
the Anabaptiſts began to ſeparate themſelves | 
from the other Proteſtant Diflenters, and form 
diſtinct Societies of thoſe of their own Perſua· 


_ Thus one Party of them erpreſſed themſelves in their Y 
Conteſlion, 1660, | 


1633. 


ſion, 
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ſion. The firſt of this Kind was, it ſeems, con- 
ſtituted Sept. 12th, this Year : Their Miniſter 
was John Fpilsbury,]Þefore-mentioned ; and the 
Congregation about twenty Men and Women, 
with divers others, looking upon the Bap- 
tiſm they had received when they were In- 
fants as invalid, and of no Effect, did, moſt 

or all of them, receive a new Ba 
1638 tiſm. In the Year 1638, WL 
lam Kiffn, and Thomas Wilſon, 
and others, being of rhe ſame Judgment, 
vere, _ their Requeſt, diſmiſſed to Spzls- 
burys Congregation : And the 
1639. next Vear, 1639, another Con- 
| gregation of 2 was 
tormed in Crutched Friars in 
1644 London. In 1644 were ſeven 
i == Churches, as will be 
ſhewn by and by, 
Ot this Judgment was one Luke W 
of Dover in Kent, who afterwards turning 
| Ruaker, as many others of them did, wrote 
2 Book, intituled, » 4 Looking- 
P.5.6. glaſs for Baptiſts, Kc. wherein 
he gave the following Account 
of their coming into Kent : In the Years 
© 1643 and 1644 the People called Bapriſts 
began to have an Entrance into Kent; 


and Anne Stevens of Canterbury, who was 
wu afterwards my war being the firft that 


WT Printed bus. To it was printed an Anſwer by Richard 
Hobbs, intituled, The Quakers Looking-glaſs looked upon, &c. 
1673 3 5 but he does not contradict this Account. 


re- 
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© received them there, was dipped into the 
© Belief and Church of V. Kiffen, who then 
was of the Opinion commonly called 
* The Particular Election and Reprobation of 
| © Perſons: And by him was alſo dipped 

© Nicholas Woodman of Canterbury, my Sclf, 

and Mark Elfreth of Dover, with many 
more, both Men and Women, who were 

all of the Opinion of the particular Point, 

and who reckoned themſelves of the Sever 

Churches in that Day, who gave forth a 

Book, called, The Faith of the Seven 

Churches ; which was then oppoſite to the — 
< Baptiſts that held he General, and is till 
the ſame ; at which Time there was great 

Conteſt betwixt thoſe Baptiſts called he 


c 
"2 
c 
c 
c 
c 
© General, as Lamb, Barber, and thoſe which 
| © held the Univerſal Love of God to All, 
and Kiffen, Patience, Spillman, and Colyer, 
© and thoſe that held the Particular Election: 
© So that if any of the Particular Men or 
Women of the Seven Churches aforeſaid 
did change in their Opinions from the Par- 
© ticular to the General, that then they were 
to be baptized again; becauſe, they ſaid, 
© you were baptized into a wrong Faith, and 
* ſo into another Goſpel : uſing that Saying, 
© That if any Man bring any other Goſpel 
© than that which we have received, let Lim 
* beaccurſed. Whereupon ſcyeral denied their 
© Belief and Baptiſm, and were baptized again 
into the Ceneral Opinion, or Belief. But 
Nicholas Woodman aforeſaid, with Mes 
SO my - © FL 
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© Elfreth, with all of them in Kent, except 
© Daniel Cox of Canterbury, which never 
© baptized any, held their Baptiſm in the 
Particular, but changed their Opinions to 
© the General, and ſome to Free-w1ll, and 
the wy pas. of the Soul, and many other 


» Things. 
In the Year 1642 was publiſhed by « one 
A. R. a Book, intituled, The Vanity of 
___ Childſþ Baptiſm, in two Parts : 
Page 2. In the Preface to this Book the 
Author was pleaſed to expreſs 
himſelf thus : I found Infant Ba apriſm, ſays 
he, to be but only a = Deviſe and Tra- 
dition of Men, and brought into the Wotld 
for Politick and Bye-cnds, and acordingly yet 


continued and ſtill defended merely by the 


Subtilty of human Arts, and Acuteneſs of 
Man's Brains. Here now 

Pan]. then learned Divines are at as 
sKareat a Strait to defend their Pro- 
Page 4 poſition —— as their Predeceſ- 
ſors, the Pricſts and Elders were, 

to juſtify themſelves in their rejecting the 
Counſel of God. — Secing 5 
_ Page 12. the Power and Authority, wher- 
by Baptiſm is adminiſtred, is not 
from Chriſt, but from an Antichriſtian Hie- 


ratchy; the Baptiſm itſelf is not from Chriſt, 


dut from Antichriſt likewiſe. Page 14. he 
compares the Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
land to Fannes and Fambres, who withſtood 
Moſes ; and, Page 15, ſays of them, jo 

they 


7 


pit and Print, althou 
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they have the ſame Office as Maſs-Prieſts 3 
and that the Pariſh Aſſemblies are not ſuch 
Churches to whom the Power of Chriſt is 
committed. Page 21, 22, he intimates, That 
the Anabaptiſts ſcruple taking the Oath of 
| Supremacy. He ſtiles Infant Bap- 
tiſm an Idol, compares it to the part II. 
Beaſt, and Infants, to Bartho- 
lomew Babies. This may ſerve as a Specimen 
or Sample of this Writer's Spirit. HO 
In 1644 was printed a Paper, intituled, o The 
_ Confeſſion of Faith of thoſe Churches which are 
commonly, though falſly, called Anabaptiſts : 
Preſented to the View of all that fear God, 
to examine by the Touchſtone of the Word 
of Truth ; as likewiſe for the taking off thoſe 
 Aſperſions which are frequently, both in Pul- 
unjuſtly, caſt upon 


them. In the Preface to this, they made 


heavy Complaints of their being charged with 
holding Free- will; falling away from Grace; 
denying Original Sin; diſclaiming of Magi- 
| ſtracy ; denying to aſſiſt them, either in Per- 
ſons or Purſe, in any of their lawful Com- 
mands; doing Acts unſeemly, in the diſpenſmg 
the Ordinance of Baptiſm, not to be named 
among Chriſtians. All which Charges they 
diſclaimed as notoriouſly untrue, though, by 


o Conſtat in univerſum 52 articulis, quorum plerique 
ſunt referti ambiguitatibus, & ſophiſticis reſervationibus. 
Heæreſes ſuas incruſtant ſubdola phraſeologia. Honori 
Rergi alias Geo. Hgrnii, de Statu Eccl. Britan. pag. 61. ed. 


reaſon 
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reaſon of theſe Calumnies caſt upon them, 
many that feared God were diſcouraged and 


foreſtalled in harbouring a good Thought 


cither of them, or what they profeſſed ; and 
many that knew not God, encouraged, if 


they could find the Place of their Meeting, 


to get together in Cluſters to ſtone them, as 


looking upon them as a People holding ſuch 


Things as that they were not fit to live. — 


This was ſubſcribed, in the Names of ſeven 


Churches in London, by 


© William Kiffen, John Mabbat, 
_ Tho. er Juobn Webb, 
John Spilsbery, Tho. Killcop, 
Geo. Tipping, Paul Hobſon, 
_ 1 8 Goare, 
Tho. Shippar Joſe. Phelps, 
"= Moller, Edward — 
Tho. Cunne, oy 


1a the Confeſſion itſelf, which conſiſts of 


$3 Articles, after having expreſſed their Con- 
ſent to the Caluiniſtical Syſtem, 


art. 5 is aſſerted, That Chriſt hath 


here on Earth a Spiritual King- 
dom, which is the Church, which he hath pur- 


chaſed and redeemed to himſelf as a peculiar 


Inheritance: That this Church, as it is vi//ib/e 
to us, is a Company of viſible Saints, called 
and ſeparated from the World by the Word and 


Spirit of God, to the viſible Profeſſion of 
the Faith of the Goſpel, being baptized into 


that 


mail . — ———̃ ̃̃ ů 1 1 
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, that Faith, and joined to the Lord and each 
other by mutual Agreement in the practical 


Enjoymcnt of the Ordinances commanded | 


5 by Chriſt their Head and King. 


That being thus joined, every Arr. 36. 


Church has Power, for their bet- 
ter Well-being, to chooſe to themſelves meet 


Perſons into the Office of Paſtors, Teachers, 


Elders, and Deacons, being qualified accord- 


ing to the Word; — and that none other 
have Power to impoſe them, 


either theſe, or any other. That Ar: 38. | 


the due Maintenance of the Ofh- - 
cers aforeſaid, ſhould be the free and wolun® 
tary Communication of the Church; they 
that preach the Goſpel ſhould live on the 

Goſpel ; and not by Confiramt to be com- 

pelled from the People by a 
forced Law. That Baptiſm is arr. 39. 
an Ordinance of the New Teſta 
ment, given by Chriſt, to be diſpenſed only 


upon Perſons profeſſing Faith, or that are 


Dilciples, or taught. That che 

Way and Manner of the diſpenſing Are 40. 

of this Ordinance, the Scripture 

holds out to be Dipping or Plunging the whole 

Body under Water: It is added in the Margin, 
That the Word baprizo ſignifies to dip under 

Water, yet ſo as with convenient Garments, 

both upon the Adminiſtrator and 

Hub eld, with all Modeſtie. That art. ar. 


the Perſons deſigned by Chriſt to 


4 adminiſter this Ordinance, the beten hold 


G NV 
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forth to be a preaching Diſciple, and is no- 


where tied to a particular Church 
Art. 45- Officer. That alſo ſuch to whom 


God hath given Gifts, being tried 
in the Church, may and ought, by the Ap- 


pointment of the Congregation, to propheſie, 


according to the Proportion of 

Art. 48. Faith. That a Civil Magiſtrate 
| is an Ordinance of God; and 
that the Supreme Magiſtracie of 
49. this Kingdom, they believed to 
bethe King and Parliament, freely 


choſen by the Kingdom; and, That in all 


theſe Civil Laws which have been enacted by 
them, or for the preſent is, or ſhall be or- 
_ dained, they were bound to yield Subjection 


and Obcdience unto in the Lord, — although 


they ſhould ſuffer never ſo much from them, 


in not actively ſubmitting to ſome Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Laws, which might be conceived by 


Ihen to be their Duties to eſta- 


Art. 50 bliſh. That if God ſhould provide 


: uch a Mercy for them, as to in- 
cline the Magiſtrates Hearts ſo far to tender 
their Conſciences, as that they might be 
protected by them from Wrong, injury), Op- 


preſſion, and Moleſtation, which long they 


had formerly groaned under, by the Tyranny 


of thePrelatical Hierarchy, which God, through 


Mercy, had made the preſent King and Parlia- 
ment wonderful Honourable, as an Inſtru- 
ment in his Hand, to throwe down; — 
they ſhould, _ hoped, look at it asa Mercy 


beyond 
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ties. 
deſired, from their Souls, to diſ- : 
claim all Hereſies and Opinions which are not 


after Chriſt *. 


called, The Dippers Dipt : © The 
„ ProQtors for our Anabaptiſts, 1 5 
« ſays he, would bear us in hand, That all 
„ who of late have preached and written 
_« againſt that Sect, through the black Humour 


which ſeveral Alterations were made, and the fo 


to be a Magiſtrate, or 
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beyond their Expectation: But if 477. 51. 
God withheld the Magiſtrates 


Allowance and Furtherance herein, yet they 
muſt, notwithſtanding, proceed rogether in 
Chriſtian Communion. That like- 

viſe unto all Men was to be given 4s 52. 
whatſoever is their Due, Tributes, 2 


Cuſtoms, and all ſuch lawful Du- 
And, laſtly, That they Art. 53. 


On this Confeſſion, Dr. Dan. Featly made 


ſome Animadverſions, in a Book which he 


printed the next Year, 1645, and 


Pag. 219. 


e of Malice, tanquam ſepiæ atramento, make 
it appear much more deformed and odious 


e than it is: For, if we give Credit to this 
« Confcſlion, and the Preface thereof, thoſe 
« who among us are branded with that Title, 


P In 1646 u was another Edition of this Corſi in 


OW1 
Article added; It is _ for a Chriſtian * 
vil Officer; and ave. 70. 
alſo it is lawful to take an Oath, ſo it ble 
Trath, and in Fudgment, and in Righreouſueſs, for Confirma- 
tion of Truth, and ending of all Strife : And, That by raſh 
ang vain Oaths the Lord js provoked, and this Land mourns, 


G 2 bs are 
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tc are neither Hereticks nor Schiſmaticks, but 


e tender-hearted Chriſtians, upon whom, 


ce through falſe Suggeſtions, the Hand of Au- 
e thority fell heavy, whilſt the Hierarchie 
< ſtood. — Be it ſo; for I deſire to make 
them rather better than worſe than they 
« are: 1 will therefore lay nothing to them 


« but what they own, nor bring any other 
« Confeſſion againſt them than this their 


8 Confeſſion. 8 


In this therefore, he ſaid, he 
Pag. 221. excepted, I. againſt thoſe Words 


in Article 31, That whatſoever 


the Saints, or any of them, doe poſſeſs or enjoy 


of God in this Life, is by Faith. This, he 


aid, ſavour'd rank of the Hereſie, That the 

Right of all Poſſeſſions, and Goods, or tem- 

poral Bleſſings, is founded in Grace, not in 
Nature; and that we hold them by no legal 5 


Tenure, but evangelical Promiſes. 


Next, he excepted againſt thoſe Words in 


Art. 38, That the due Maintenance of the 
Officers aforeſaid, ſhould be the free and vo- 


luntary Communication the Church. Theſe | 


Words, he ſaid, might carry a double Senſe : 


| If their Meaning was, That all religious Chri- 
ſtians ought freely to contribute to the Main- 


tenance of the Miniſtry, and ſhould not need 
any Law to inforce them, their good Aﬀec- 


tion to the Church and Churchmen was to be 


cmbraccd : But if their Meaning was, That 
the Maintenance ought to depend upon the 


voluntary Contributions of their Pariſhioners, 


and 


ao 
” 

* 
* 
* 
* 
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only outward Means 
that State: But that the beſt of their Proofs 
fell ſhort ; the Word only, which only could 
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and that, in caſe the Flock ſhould deny their 


Shepherds either Part of their Milk or 


Fleece, the Paſtors ſhould have no Aſſiſtance 


of Law to recover them; this their Opinion 


was moſt impious and facrilegious, and di- 


rectly repugnant to the Law of God, which 
aſſigneth Tithes for the Maintenance of the 


Prieſts; which Law of God in the Old Teſta- 
ment is not abrogated. in the New, but ra- 


ther confirmed, at leaſt in the Equitie thercof ; 


for Chriſt, ſpeaking of the tithing Mint and 
Cummin, ſaith, Thoſe Things ye ought to do, ; 


and not leave theſe Things undone, &c: 


Thirdly ; He excepted againſt Art. 39, 


That Baptiſm is an Ordinance of the New 
Teſtament, 
only. upon 


T4 ven by Chriſt, to be diſpenſed 

erſons profeſſing Faith, 4 Here, 
he ſaid, they ſpoke out plain their A nabap- 
tiſtical Doctrine,  wherby they excluded all 


the Children of the Faithful from the Sacra- 
ment of Entrance into the Church, and the 


their Salvation in 


prove this their Aſſertion, being not to be 
found in any of the Texts alledged in the 


Margin of the Confeſſion, nor the Senſe of 


it to be collected from thence. 
Fourthly; The Doctor excepted againſt 


Article the 40th; The Way and Manner of 
diſpenſing this Ordinance, the $ cripture holds 


out to be Dipping or Plunging the whole Body 


under Water. — This, he ſaid, was new 


= Leaven; 
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 Leaven ; for it could not be proved, that any 
of the ancient, or German Anabaptiſts, main- 
tained any ſuch Poſition; and the Scriptute 
alluded to Waſbing and Sprinkling, as well 
as to Dipping. 
Fifthly; He excepted againſt the 41ſt Ar- 
ticle, The Perſons deſigned by Chriſt to 


diſpenſe this Ordinance, the Scriptures hold 
Forth to be a Preaching Diſciple. A Preach- 


ns ing Diſciple, he ſaid, ſounded as harſhly as 


a Scholar- Maſter, or a Lecturing Hearer : 
And asked, If all be Teachers, where are 
their Scholars ? 
_  » Sixthly 3 He excepted againſt the 45th Ar. 
ticle, That ſuch to whom God bath given 
Gifts, being tried in the Church, may and 
ought, by the Appointment of the Congrega- 
tion to prophecie. If, he ſaid, that Cuſtom 
which Archbp. Grindal would have introduced 
into the Church in the Days of Q. Eliſabeth, 
'—— were put in Practice in Eng gland, and a 
Certain Number of learned 2 able Paſtors 
met at ſome ſet Times, and having before 
Notice of the Texts to be handled, fhould 
every one in their Order deliver their ſeveral 
laterpretations, Obſervations, and Applica- 
tions thereof, which they call 3 4c "i 
— queſlionlch thereby the Miniſters would 
y_ much improve their Talents of Know- 
But for rude and illiterate Mecha- 
IP, without Calling, without Knowledge 
of Arts or Tongues, upon a Scripture read 
in the Congregation, - to give their ſudden 


E 
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Judgments and Interpretations thereof, as was 
the Manner of the Anabaptiſts, was an in- 
tolerable Preſumption in them, and unſuffer- 
able Abuſe in the Church. 3 . 
In his Dedication to the Parliament, he 
obſerved, That the Anabaptiſts preached, 
and printed, and practiſed their heretical 
Impieties openly : That they held their 
Conventicles weekly in our chief Citie, and 
the Suburbs thereof, and there propheſied 
by Turns: That they printed not only Ana- 
_ baptiſm, from whence they took their Name, 
but many other moſt damnable Doctrines, 
tending to carnal Liberty, Familiſin, and a 
Medley and Hodgepodge of all Religions; 
witneſs a Ttactate of * Divorce, in which 
the Bonds of Marriage are let looſe to inor- 
dinate Luſt: A Pamphlet, entituled, Mans 
Mortality, in which the Soul is caſt into an 
Endymion Sleep, from the Hour of Death 
to the Day of judgment: And a bold Libel, 
offered to Hundreds, and to ſome at the Door 
of the Houſe of Commons, called, The Vin- 
 dication of the Royal Commiſſion of King 
Jeſus; wherin the brazen-fac'd Author bluſh'd 
not to brand all the Reformed' Churches, and 
the whole Chriſtian World at this Day, 
which chriſten their Children, and ſign them 
with the Seal of the Covenant, with the 
odious Name of an Antichriſtian Faction. 


1 Milton's Doctrine and Diſciplire of Divorce, &c. 
1644. TT 
ä As 
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As to their Practices, they flock'd, he ſaid, in 
great Numbers, to their Jordans, and both 
| Sexes entered into the River, and were dipt 
after their Manner, with a kind of Spell, con- 
taining the Heads of their erroneous Tenets, 
and their engaging themſelves in their ſchiſ- 
matical Covenants and Combination of Sepa- 
ration. He added, That the Papiſts and 
Anabaptiſts had beſtirred themſelves above 
all others ſince the Waters were troubled, 
and boaſted in ſecret of their great Draught of 
Fiſh, the Papiſts of r 20.000 Proſelytes, the 


Anabaptifts of 47 Churches. 
In 1646, was this ' Confeſſion r. re- 
4 2646. printed, with the following Title 


A Canfeſſron of Faith of Seven 
Congregations or Churches of. Chriſt in Lon- 
don, «< ich are commonly (but unjuſtiy) called 
Anabaptiſts. Publiſhed for the Vindication 
of the Truth, and Information of the Jenn- 
rant; likewiſe for the. taking off of thoſe 
Aſperſions which are frequently, &c. caſt 
upon them. The Second Impreſſion, Cor- 
rected and Enlarged. London, Printed by 
Mat. Simmons, &c. 1646. 

This Edition is dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourablc the Lords, Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes in Parliament aſſembled, In this Dedica- 
tion Notice is taken of Dr. Fang s Book * 


In 1660 the W 4 iſts owned, IT hat the 
_ Confe Ho which they then — was approved by more 
than 20.000. Fong 


lately 


* 
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lately preſented to them, and of the many 
hainous Accuſations, which, they ſaid, were 
unjuſtly and falſly laid againſt them in His 
Dedicatory Epiſtle : And they obſerved how 


neceſlary they conceived it to be, to make 


ſome Declaration of their Innocency ; and, 


to that end, to preſent to their View this 
their Confeſſion of Faith. Here, they aid, 
they unfainedly declared what in their 


* Hearts they judged, and what they taught ; 
and according to this Rule, they deſired, 


I and endeavourcd, through | the Grace of | 


God, to lead their Lives. 
Next follows an Epiſtle to the E 


and impartial Reader. In this they compare 
their Treatment with that of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ;- and obſerve, That they are blamed, 
| becauſe they frequent not the Temples ; and 
are conceived by ſome to be in an Error, 

| becauſe there were but a few of them. As 
the Watchmen dealt with the Spouſe of Chriſt 


in her ſeeking her Beloved, ſo, hey complain- 
ed, they were dealt with; being found out of 
that common and broad Way they themſelves. 
walk in, they ſmote them, and took away their 


Vail, and vailed them with Reproaches, and 


odious Names, to incenſe all, both Good 
and Bad, againſt them, not fearing to charge 


them with holding Free- will, falling from 


Grace, denying Election, Original Sin, Chil- 


dàrens Salvation, the Old Teſtament, and Mens 
Propriety in their Eſtates, and cenſuring all 
to be damned chat are not of their Judgment. 


All 
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All which, they ſaid, they diſclaimed, be- 
cauſe they were untrue. And as for the 


other Things whereof they were accuſed, they 
referred thoſe who deſired further Satisfaction 


to the Anſwers of them, one of which is 
named in the Margin, entituled, Brief Con. 
fiderations on Dr. Featly's Book, entituled, 


The Dipper Dipt. By Sam. Richardſon, one 


of the Subſcribers to this Preface, who are in 


all ſixteen : 35 


Tbo. Gunne, Tho. Munden, 

1 John Mabbit, Geo. Tipping, 

 Fohn erg Hill. Riffen, 
Sam. Richardſon, Tho. Holmes, 


Paul Hobſm, Hauſert Knollys, 


Thomas Goare, Tho. Patient, 


Ben. Cockes, Denis le Barbier, 
The. Kili. = Chriſtoph. Duret. 


In a Marginal Note, added in this Edition 
to Art. XLVIIL it is affirmed, That concern- 
ing the Worſbip of God, there is but one Law- 


giver, which is Zeſus Chriſt, who hath given 
Laws and Rules ſufficient in his Word for his 
Worship; — That it is the Magiſtrate's Duty 


to tender the Liberty of Mens Conſciences; 
D and that they believe it their expreſs 
Duty, eſpecially in Matters of Religion, to be 
fully perſuaded in their own Minds of the 
Lawfulneſs of what they do; as knowing, 
 whatſocyer is not of Faith is Sin. On the 


firſt 


— 


— 
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firſt of theſe Poſitions Eraſinus 
made the following Remark : 


Non eſt, inquiunt, Magiſtratui 


Epiſt. Liber. 
9 


parendum, niſi juxta Scripture Divine regulas 
utatur poteſtate. Scripturas autem interpre- 


tari noſtrum eſt, non aliorum.— If it be 


not lawful for any one to appoint any thing 


but what is contained in the Scriptures, why 


to return: _ 


ed fromſuch 


did Jahn the Baptiſt preſcribe to his Diſci- 


ples certain Prayers and Faſts? Why did James 


Biſhop of Jeruſalem make a Decree concern- 
ing Things ſtrangled, cating Blood c. But 


This Book of Rzichard/orn s I never ſaw; 


but it is plain from Dr. Featly's Dedication, 
that he did not in that, or in his Animadver- 
| ſions on this Confeſſion, charge the Anabap- 


Fiſts with holding any of the Opinions above- 
mentioned. But, however theſe Particular 


ones might be clear of them, they of the 
General Sort could ſcarce 5 defend themſelves 
from them. In a Book intituled, The Vail 
turn d Aſide, written by a Particular Ana- 


baptiſt of Aſbford in Kent, we arc aſſured the 
moſt of the Anabaptiſts in Kent and Suſſex 


deny the Doctrine of the Trinity, and Chriſt's 


Satisfaction; disbelieve God's Omnipreſence ; 


bis ſeems to be owned by the Authors of the Articles 
of Faith of the 


Hall, 1697; finceone Reaſon given by them for publiſhing 
this their Confeſſion, is, That this Church might be aiftinduiſh- 


ation meeting at Tallowchandlers 


ions that ſhroud themſelves undex the 


ſame Name, though #»ſownd i tbe Fundamentals of Chri- 


the 
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affirm, That God is in the Shape of Man; 
and that the Soul ſleeps with the 


Stenner „Body in the Grave; and count 


. ſinging of Pſalms unlawful. 


A Soul- Blackwood, of the Particular 


ſearching Sort, aſſerted, That God's decree- 
Catechiſm, 


p. 10, 63. 


ing of Sin, being a Way to mani- 
ed. 1658. felt the Glory of his Juſtice, is a 
good Thing; That God works 


about Sin, by removing the Impediments that 
| hindered Men from Sinning, and ſetting be- 
fore them Objects wherby he knows their Cor- 


ruptions will be cnticcd ; and that his ten- 


dring Means to All, is no otherwiſe than the 
ſhining of the Sun upon the Blind : Thus re- 


preſenting God as acting by the moſt trickiſh 


and deceitful of Men. He declaimed againſt 
Parochial Churches, as brought in by Antichriſt 


of late Days; and ſaid, That the Proteftant 


Churches had erred, in retaining 


Vanity of the Baptiſm they had from the 


child iſo Bar- Hands of Popiſh Prieſts, and in 


es, p. 17. 4. their Continuation of Epiſcopacy. 


A. R. aſſerted, That the Pariſh 


Aſſemblies are not ſuch Churches to whom 
the Power of Chriſt is committed: That 
the Church of the Fews ſtood not by Faith, 


and Circumciſion of the Heart, but meer- 
ly upon Nature, and Circumciſion of the 


with him: That, in reſpect of the Covenant 


Fleſh : That neither Abraham nor 


P. 18. his Seed were circumciſed, be- 


cauſe the Covenant was made 


of 
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of Grace, the Children of Be- _ . 
lievers have no more Privilege * Fart II. 
than thoſe of Heathens, Turks, . 
and Infidels: That the Maintain- P. 29. 28. 
ers of Infant Baptiſm are juſtly to be 
eſteemed the greateſt Deluders and Apoſtates, 
both in Faith and Worſhip. Some of them 
ſeem infected with the Principles of Antino- 
 mianiſm, under the Form of Free Grace; 
and others, fo far from thinking, with the 
German Anabaptiſts, that the Old Teſtament | 
is abrogated, and quite null, reckon the Jewiſh 


Sabbath of preſent Obligation, and obſerve 


both that and the Lord's Day, and abſtain 
from Blood, and Things MO. 
But now appeared another Sed, 

which, in a little time, eclipſed 
that of the Anabaptiſts, and were more con- 
formable to the Principles and Practices of 
_ thoſe in Germany, except that they did not 


 rebaptize, as laying aſide the Uſe of f both the 
_ Chriſtian Sacraments : Theſe, like 


the German Ecſtatic Baptiſts, were P. ß. 
ſeized with Quakings and Tremblings, from 
whence they had the Name of Quakers given 


1650. 


them: They had Heavings, and violent Agi- 


tations of their Bodies, when they ſpoke in 
their Meetings, and would knock and beat 
themſelves: They dealt much in * Dreams, 
: Viſions, and * Prophecics. Some of them 

*t Theſe were not ot peculiar to the Quakers at this Time, as 


appears by the two following Books, printed 1650, and 1655, 
and thus intituled, Tſeudochriſtus; Satan at Noon. 1 


ran 
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ran about the Streets, crying, Wo! Wo! Wo! 
and threatening divine Judgments, and the 


moſt dreadful Vengeance: They were ſome- 


times ſeized with Fits of Silence, and had 


what they called their Silent Meetings ; and 


pretended to have a Spirit given them beyond 


all the Forefathers, ſince the Days of the 


Apoſtles, in the Apoſtaſy: They affected to 
oppoſe the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
even in ſo ſmall a Matter as keeping their 
Shop-windows ſhut on a Week-day, and 
made it a Matter of Conſcience to talk like 


their Neighbours, and call Things by the ſame 


Name as they called them. Some of them 
| would go into the Churches when Divine 

Service was adminiſtring, and there diſturb 

and interrupt the Miniſters, and abuſe them 
with the vileſt Language: But of one Prin- 
ciple of the German Anabaptiſts they took 
great Care, to wit, that of a voluntary Con- 
tempt of the World, and deſpiſing Riches; 


it being become a Proverb, As rich as 4 
he Principles and Doctrines of theſe 


People were explained and vindicated by one 
u Robert Barclay of Ury in Scotland, which 
he called, in his Cant, The Place of his Pil- 

grimage, in 1675, if not ſooner: Theſe 


were; 


» An Apology for the true Chriſtian Divinity, as the 
fame is held forth and preached by the People called, in 
| Scorn, Quakers, &c. Printed in the Year 1678. 40. 


I. That 


becaule they are only 4 Declara- = 
tion of the Fountain, and not the Fountain 
itlelf, therefore they are not to be eſteemed 
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I. That the Teſtimony of the Hirit, is 


alone by which the true Knowledge of be 


hath been, is, and can only be revealed ; and 
that this divine Revelation, and inward Illu- 
mination, is that which is evident and clear 
of itſelf, forcing, by its own Evidence and 
Clearneſs, the well-dipoſed Underſtanding 

to aſſent, irreſiſtibly moving the ſame ther- 


unto, even as the common Principles of na- 


tural Truths move and incline the Mind to a 
natural Aſſent. 


II. That the Scriptures of T ruth, P. z. 


the principal Ground of all Truth and Know- 


ledge, nor yet the adequate primary Rule of 
Faith and Manners ; but their Certainty and 


Authority depends upon the Spirit by which 


they were dictated. 


III. All Adams Poſterity, both Jews and 
Gentiles, as to the firſt Adam, or carthly Man, 
is fallen, and ſubject unto the Power and 


Secd of the Serpent. Nevertheleſs, this Seed 
is not imputed to Infants, until by Tranſgreſ- 
ſton they actually join themſelves therewith. 


IV. In whom a holy and pure Birth is fully 


brought forth, the Body of Death and Sin 


comes to be crucified and removed, and their 
Hearts united and ſubjected unto the Truth, 


ſo as not to obey any Suggeſtion of the Evil 


One, but to be free from actual ſmning, and 
tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſing the Law of God, and in that 
reſpect perfect. 


V. By the Gift or Light of God, as it is 


manifeſted and received i the Heart by the 
Strength and Power thereof, every true Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel is ordained, — and may 


and ought to preach the Goſpel, though with. 


out knmen Commiſſion or Literature. 


Vl. They who want the Authority of this 
divine Gift, or have not the true Grace of God, 
however learned or authorized by the Com- 


miſſions of Men and Churches, are to be 


eſteemed but as Decetvers, and not true Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel. 
VII. They who have received this holy and 


unſpotted Gift, as they have freely received, 


ſo are they freely to give, without Hire or 


Bargaining. 


VIII. All Worſhip, both Praiſes, Praiers, 
and Preachings, which Man ſets about at his 


own Appointment, — whether they be a 
' preſcribed Form, or Prayers conceived ex- 


temporarily, they are all but Superſtitions, 
Will worſhip, and abominable Idolatry in 


the Sight of God. 
IX. Baptiſm is a pute and ſpiritual Thing, 


of the Spirit and Fire. 


all the Scripture. 
X. All the vain Cuſtoms and Habits of 


the World, they ſaid, were to be rejected 


by thoſe who come to this Fear, to fear al- 


ways; 


The Baptiſm of 
Infants is a mcer human Tradition, for which 
neither Precept nor Practice is to be tound | in 


ſupported by ſome great Magiſtrates and Offi- 
3 H 
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ways; ſuch as taking off the Hat to a Man, 


the Bowings and Cringings of the Body, and 


ſuch other Salutations of that kind; unprofit- 


able Plays, frivolous Recreations, Sportings 


and Gamings, invented to play away Time; 


calling the Months and Feſtivals of the Vear 
by their common Names. 


XI. Theſe People likewiſe, like the German 


Anabaptiſts, refuſed to take a lawful Oath 


before a Magiſtrate, and to bear Arms, or r go 
to War. 
XII. They wore a particular Habit, and 


affected to talk in a manner peculiar to 


themſelves, as uſing Tea for Zes, and 7. hot 


= and Thee inſtead of on. 


XIII. Laſtly ; They were like thaw. in re- 


fuſing to pay Tithes; but had more worldly 


Prudence than to proteſt againſt other annual 


Payments, as Quit. rents, Taxes, &c. 


It appears by a Paſſage in the 


| Life of the Lord Chief Juſtice p 44" 
Hales, how much the Anabap- 


tiſts were favoured by Cromwell about this 


Time. The Judge had a Cauſe brought 


before him, of ſome of them who had ruſhed 


into a Church, and diſturb'd a Congregation 


while they were receiv ing the Sacrament, not 


without ſome Violence: On which he was 


minded to proceed ſeverely againſt them ; 


for he ſaid, It was intolerable for Men, who 


pretended 0 highly to Liberty of Conſcience, 
to go and diſturb others: But they were ſo 


— | 
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cers, that a-Stop was put to his Proceedings. 
But now, it ſcems, they were not ſo much in 


1 5 Cromwell's Eſteem ; the Conſe- 
1658. quence of which Was, that he 
was not ſo much in theirs, in- 

ſomuch that they framed * Articles of Im- 

peachment againſt him, and entred into ſe- 
veral Conſpiracies to aſſaſſinate him; and a 


Pamphlet was publiſhed by V. 
1657. Allen, intituled, Killing no "Mar. 


Ader; and, as they own'd them- 
ſclves, began to whiſper together of return- 
ing to their firſt Husband, i. e. in their 


Cant, to their Duty and Loyalty to the King: 
: For this Purpoſe y they drew up an Addreſs, 
which Lord Clarendon has printed 


vom p. in his Z/ory, to the King, who 


489. edit. was then at Bruges, to offer him 


1704 their Aſſiſtance, on ſuch Terms 


zs they mentioned. In this Ad- 
dreſs they owned, That they had been wan- 


mg, deviating, and roving 
pres i Way and that Way, cis 
gerous, uncouth, and untro 


up and down, 


who joined in this Addreſs, That they always 


pretended a juſt Eſteem = Value of all Men 
who had faithfully adhered to the King, and 


2 Ho Impeachment of High Treaſon againſt Oliver Crom- 
well, c. 1649. 


7 They were Joined by ſeveral Incependents and Quakers. 
lived 


2 all the dan- 


en Paths of 
Fanatick and Enthuſiaſtick Notions. Lord 
Clarendon, however, obſcrved of the Sectaries 


3 


re. e SG 


* . 
. 


5 
6 
| 
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ved ſoberly and virtuouſly. But the Ob- 
ſervation made of them, That they ſeem to 
have returned to their Allegiance tothe King, 


not out of Conſcience, but becauſe they found 


themſelves undone without him, ſeems to 
be but too well grounded : Even this Addreſs 


is one Proof of it, ſince it is clogg'd with ſuch 


Demands, as, if they thought and reflected 


at all, they muſt know, neither would nor 
could be granted: Theſe were as follow : 
1. That the King do reſettle the Long Par- - 
liament with the excluded Members. 


2. That he ratify a// the Conceſſions made 


by his Father at the Treaty in the Iſle of Wight : 


Which were ſuch, as Lord Clarendon elſe- 


where obſerved, as, in truth, did, with the 
Preſervation of the Name and Life of the 
King, near as much eſtabliſh a Republican 
Government as was ſettled after his Murder, 


and ſuch as his Majeſty yielded to with much 


| leſs Chearfulneſs than he walked to the Scat- 


fold. 
3 That he ſhould ſet up an Univerſal To- 


leration of all Religions. 


4. That he ſhould aboliſh all Payment of 
Tithes. 1 
5. That he ſhould pak a General Act of 


Oblivion. 


How much the þr/# of hls ws Le 


for at this Time, appears by the following 
c Pamphlets publiſhed the next Yer, 1659: 


'H 2 = Sh. 
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A Vindication of the Old and New Se- 
cluded Members from falſe Calumnies, &c. 
Come Reaſons humbly propoſed to the Offi- 
cers of the Army, for the Readmiſſion of the 
Long Parliament. 
75 Cauſe of God, and of theſe Nations. 
The Good Old Cauſe dreſsd in its Pri- 
mitive Luſtre, and ſet forth to all Men. B * 
Robert Fitz-Brian. 


A Declaration of the Army, inviting the 


5 Members of the Long Parliament. 
Same of the Arguments and Reaſons againſt 


the Office and Title of K mg ſhip z with many 


others. 


The Third Demand, of an Univerſal Tole- 
ration, bad likewiſe been long inſiſted upon 
by the Anabaptiſts, Independents, &c. and 
as zealouſly oppoſed by the Presbyterians. 
On this Occaſion | they ee the fol- 


lowing Tracts 
5 Liberty of Conſcience. 1643. 


2. The Arraignment 7 Perſecution, &c. 


1645. 
_ Taker yy ; ſrewing i in what Caſes 
Difference in 

1646. 


— 16 to be tolerated. 


© hs Neceſſ ity of 7 latin in Matters 
of Reliviow By Samuel Richardſon. 1647. 
5. The Chriſtian Moderator; or, Perſecu- 
ion for Religion condemned. 1651 
6. The Bloody Tenet of Perſecution ar- 


raigned. 


The 


\ 
f 


\ 
N 


tbe Engliſh Anabaptiſts. 1 
The Fourth Demand was a Principle 
eſpouſed by our Engliſh Anabaptiſts, and 


which was one of the German Anabaptiſts 
Tenets, though they did not think it proper 


to put it in their Confeſſions. On this Occa- 
ſion were print, 


Vindiciæ Decimarum. By J. Carter. 1640. 


And ſome Years after a Book with this 


Te 


England's Deplorable Condition: Shewing 
the Commonwealth's Malady by Sacrilege, 


aud want of Duty in the People; Conten- 


tion, want of Charity, in the Miniſtry ; Per- 


jury, and want of Truth, in both: And its 
Remedy, by the Peoples Obedience and Libe- 


rality ; the Miniſters Love and Unity ; Both, 


their Repentance and Fidelity. Briefly de- 
clared in Three Treatiſes, Of the Miniſters 
 Patrimony, and Peoples Duty; and Propo- 
fals to reconcile ſuch as are for Lordly Epi- 


ſcopacy, and Unordained Presbytery ; for 


| Popular Independency, and Upſtart Anti- 
pæ dobaptiſiry: And againſt Perjury. Alſo 
4 Petition for the Jews. 1659. In this 


Tract, the learned Author, who has con- 


cealed his Name, and only ſigned his 
Epiſtle prefixed to it, E. F. e 
C. V. obſerves, That Tithes, as Pap 5. 


now they are paid, were given 
by Lucius, and his People, is more than pro- 


bable, ſith they were governed in Religion, 


and the Diſcipline of the Church, and Main- 
tenance thereof, was after. the Example of 
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the Romiſh Church, which then was in its 
Purity, or very little ſwerving from the Apo- 
ſtolic Faith : That, at that Time, Tithes 
were paid at Nome; ſince all Chriſtians are 
bound, both by the Law of Naturc, and In- 
ſtitution of the Church, to pay Tithes : And 
— Auguſtine faith, Tithes are re- 
Serm. I. quired of due Debt; and he who 
8 — poſt will not give them, invades an- 
3 other Man's Goods: And again; 
He who gave thee the Whole, requires again 
* Tenth of thee ; not to profit Himſelf, but 
us: That in the National Council of Cal. 
} deer Anno 785, in the Reigns of K. Oſwald 
and Offa, Tithes were commanded to be paid, 
as a Ou Gift and Tribute we owe to God: 
3 That the Reaſon why the Devil 
Pug 12. is ſo buſy, ſccing a Reformation 
and Purgation of God's Service 
and Miniſters is now in Agitation, to cleanſe 


us from Romiſh and other ſuperſtitious Dregs ; 


to cry down the Miniſters of Chriſt, and their 
Maintenance too, as Popifh and Antichriſtian, 
is, that ſo he may draw us from abhorring 
1dols, to commit Sacrilege, which indeed is 
the greater Sin; for this Sin will ferve well 
his Turn to overthrow, not only the begun 

Reformation, but alſo the profeſſed Proteſtant 
Religion from among us, that ſo he may hereby 
make ur Reformers the Deſtroyers of qur Re- 
ligion; for, by this Means, he knows our Mini- 
fry will become poor, illiterate, and contemp- 
üble, wanting Books: ro Lanai or Time t 
| fiudy: * 
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ſtudy; and ſo there will not be found, as 
heretofore, able Men to convince the Gain- 
ſayers : That if it be Oppreſſion, 
Injuſtice, and Theft, for any Per- Pag. 14. 


ſons under Heaven to make a 


Law to take away the Freehold and Inherit- 
ance of an innocent Man, or to diſanul and 
alter the Teſtament of a pious Man deceaſed, 
Who, before he died, bequeathed his Lands 
and Goods to whom he pleaſed; then, cer- 
tainly, the Sin is aggravated in any Perſons 
that ſhall eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law, to take 
away the Tithes, Glebes, and Lands given to 
God, which were the Gifts and Legacies of 
holy Men, devoted to God for the Main- 
tenance of his Service and Miniſters, out of 
a Zeal to God's Glory, being moved ther- 
_ unto by the Spirit of God, or to deprive the 
Miniſters of their Frechold and Inheritances, 
Which not only by God's Law, but by ſo many 
Laus and Acts of Parliament by our Anceſtors, 


through many Ages, is confirmed unto them. 


In 1660 was printed a Confeſſion of thoſe 
called General Anabaptiſts. I find it ob- 
ſerved, that this Diſtizion of the Engliſh 
Anabaptiſts into General and Particular Ana- 
baptiſts, or thoſe who have followed the 
| Arminian Tenets, and thoſe who have pro- 
feſſed the Calviniſtical, has been ever ſimce 
the Beginning of the Reformation. Bur this 
cant be true, for a very plain and evident 
Reaſon, viz. That it was many Years after 
the Beginning of the Reformation, before 
H 4 there 
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there were any Engliſh Anabaptiſts in Eng- 
land. However this be, the Confe N. ion above- 
mentioned is thus entituled; 

A Brief Confeſſion or Declaration of Faith, 
lately preſented to King Charles the II. ſet 


Forth by many of us who are falſely called 


Anabaptiſts ; to inform all Men, in theſe 


Days of Scandal and Reproach, of our inno- 


cent Belief and Practice; for which we are 


not only reſolved to ſuffer Perſecution to the 


Loſs of our Goods, but alſo Life itſelf, ra- 


ther than to decline the ſame. 
Subſcribed by certain Elders, Deacons, 


and Brethren, met at London, in Behalf 


of themſelves, and many others unto 


whom they belong, in London, and in 
| ſeveral Counties of this Nation, who 


are of the ſame Faith with us. 


It conſiſts of 25 Articles: In the Second. 
of rheſe, it is affirmed, That God, in the 
Beginning, made Man upright ; from which 
State he fell by Tranſgreſſion, and fo 
came into a miſerable and mortal Eſtate, 
ſubject unto the 555 Death. In the Third 
urpoſe to avoid ſaying 


they ſeem on 
any thing of the old German Anabaptiſts 
Tenet, and only affirm, That Jeſus Chriſt 
was born of the Virgin Mary. The Fifth 


| determines, That ſome are to be choſen by 
the Church from among the gifted Brethren, 
and ordained by Faſting, Prayer, and Laying 


on of Hands, for the Work of the Miniſtry ; 
but that all ſuch who are only brought up 


in 
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in the Schools of human Learning, to the 
attaining human Arts, and Varietie of Lan- 
guages, — ſceking rather the Gain of large 


Revenues, than the Gain of Souls to God, 


ſuch they utterly denied. R. Barclay charged 


it on the moſt of Proteſtants, as affirming, 
That Man without the true Grace of God | 
may be a true Miniſter of the Goſpel. This 
ſeems to be one of the Tenets ef the old 
German Anabaptiſts, who held, That the 


Miniſters of the Churches were not lawfully 


and ordinarily called to the Miniſtry, becauſe 
they did not do themſclves thoſe Things 


which they taught others ; as if the Efficacy 5 
of the Word and Sacraments depended on 


the Worthineſs of thoſe who miniſtred them. 
But the Office and Commiſſion are the ſame, = 
however unqualified they arc who are in it: 
And if it was not ſo, the Faith of Chriſtians 
would not ſtand in the Power of God, but 
the Holineſs of Men, which no one can 
know. This Conſideration, I ſuppoſe, caus d 
Pr. Wiclif to ſay, That @ curſed 


Man doth fully the Sacraments, Life, p. 96. 
though it be to his Damnation; 


for Men ben not * Autours of theſe & acraments. 


The Eighth Article aſſerts, That God hath, 


| even before the Foundation of the World, 
_ choſen or elected to eternal Life ſuch as 
believe, and fo are in Chrift ; yet that the 


z Auctor is dicitur, à quo quis auctoritatem, id eſt, jus 
dominii in rem quarnpiam accepit. c Lexicon Fu- 


Pur: 


ridicum, 
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Purpoſe of God, according to Election, was 


not in the leaſt ariſing from foreſeen Faith in, 


or Works of Righteouſneſs done by the Crea- 
ture, but only from the Mercy, Goodneſs, 


and Compaſſion dwelling in God, and ſo it 
is of him that calleth. By the Seventh, it 


is aſſerted, That there is One Holy Spirit, the 


- rECLONS Gif 7 of God; and that there are 


hree * bear Record in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
theſe Three are One. The Ninth obſerves, 
That Men, not conſidered ſimply as Men, 
but ungodly Men, were of old ordained to 
Salvation. In the Tenth, it is concluded, 


That all Children dying in their Infancy, 
having not actually tranſgreſſed againſt the 


Law of God in their own Perſons, are only 
ſubject to the frſf Death; — and not that 
any one of them, dying in that Eſtate, ſhall | 
ſuffer for Adam's Sin eternal Puniſhment in 
Hell, which is the ſecond Death; for to ſuch 
8 belongs the Kingdom of Heaven. The 

Eleventh affirms, That the right and only 

way of gathering Churches according to 
Chriſt's Appointment, is firſt to teach or preach 
the Goſpel to the Sons and Daughters of Men; 
and then to baptixe, that is, in Engliſh, * dip, 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


a This is a Miſtake, as appears by Heby. Ix. 10. Our Exg- 


liſb Tranſlgors have rendered the Words, diverſe Waſb- 
inge: The Greek is, diverſe Baptiſms. But now, if we turn 


to Numbers viii. 7. we ſhall find, that one of theſe Bap- 
tiſms was 3 Water of Purifying. 


Spirit, 


— nn 


* 


: Chriſt were not come in the Fl 
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Spirit, or in the Name of the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, ſuch only of them as profeſs Repent- 


ance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Cbriſt: As for all ſuch who 


preach not this Doctrine, but inſtead therof 
that Scripturleſs Thing of Sprinkling of In- 
fants, falſly called Baptiſm, — they are here 


ſaid to be utterly denied; foraſmuch as it is 


commanded, that we ſhould have no Fel- 
lowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
neſs, but rather to reprove them. The 


Twelfth aſſerts it to be the Duty of all ſuch 


who are Believers _——_ to draw nigh 
unto God, in Submi 
of Chriſts Doctrine, to wit, Prayer, and Lay- | 
ing on of Hands, that they may receive the 
- Promiſe of the Holy Spirit. The Fourteenth 
ſhews a due and becoming Regard to the 
Power of Godlineſs, or practical Holineſs, 
in declaring, That unleſs Men profeſſing and 
_ practiſing the Form and Order of Chriſt's 
Doctrine, ſhall alſo beautifie the ſame with a 
holy and wiſe Converſation in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, the Profeſſion of the vi/ble Form 
will be rendred to them of no Effect. The 
Fifteenth is much to the ſame Purpoſe with 
the Fifth. By the Sixteenth, Þ Tithes, or 
any forced Maintenancę, are ney denied 


ton to that Principle 


b You continue Ti thes Pry ings of 88 1 


Ty 
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to be the Maintenance of Goſpel Miniſters. 
The Seventeenth aſſerts, That the true Church 
of Chriſt ought, after the firſ# and ſecond Ad- 
monition, to reject all Heretics ; and, in the 
Name of the Lord, to withdraw from all ſuch 
as profeſs the Way of the Lord, but walk diſ- 
_ orderly, or anywiſe cauſe Diviſions or Of- 
fences, exc. The Nineteenth orders, That 
the © poor Saints belonging to the Church 
of Chriſt are to be ſufficiently provided for 
by the Churches, that they neither want 


Food or Raiment, and this by a free and {| 


voluntary Contribution, and not of Neceſ- 
ſity, or by the Conſtraint or Power of the 
Magiſtracy. The Two and twentieth affirms, 
That when Chriſt ſhall appear, they ſhall not 
only appear with him in Glory but reign 
with him on the Earth. The Twenty-fourth 
Article is a very honeſt Declaration againſt 
offering any Force or Violence to the Con- 
fciences of Men: It is, it ſays, the Will and 
Mind of God, in theſe Goſpel-times, that all 
Men ſhould have the free Liberty of their 
own Conſciences in Matters of Religion or 


Worſhip, without the leaſt Oppreſſion or Per- 


ſecution, as ſemply upon that Account. In 


the Twenty-fifth, they declare, That in caſe 


the Civil Power do or ſhall at any time im- 


_ poſe Things about Matters of Religion, which 
they, through Conſcience toward God, cannot 


. 2 This I never knew put in Execution where I have 


aQually * 
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actually obey ; then they, with Peter alſo, 
do ſay, That they ought, in ſuch Caſes, to 
obey God rather than Man ; and accordingly 
do hereby declare their whole and holy In- 
tent and Purpoſe, Thar, through the Help 

of Grace, they will not yield, nor, in ſuch 
Caſes, in the leaſt, actually obey them; yet 
humbly purpoſing, in the Lord's Strength, 
_ patiently to ſuffer whatſoever ſhall be in- 
flicted upon them for their conſcionable 


|  Forbearance, This Confeſſion is concluded 


with an utter Declaration againſt all thoſe 
wicked and deviliſh Reports and Reproaches 
falſly caſt upon them, as though ſome of 
them, in and about the City of London, 


had lately gotten Knives, crooked Knives, 
and the like, and great Store of Arms, be- 


ſides what was given forth by Order of 
Parliament, intending to cut the Throats of 
ſuch as were contrary- minded to them in 
Matters of Religion; and that many ſuch 
Knives and Arms, for the carry ing on ſome 
ſecret Deſign, had been found in ſome of 5 
their Houſes by Search. = 
This Confeſſion is ſaid to be ſubſcribed by 
"certain Elders, Deacons, and Brethren, met 
at London in the * Firſt Month = 
called March, 1660, in the Be- * Thisis the 
half of themſelves, and many wi & 
others to whom they belong in 
London, and in ſeveral Counties of this 


Nation, who are of the ſame Faith with 
them. „„ 


Then 
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Then follow theſe Names; in all 41: 
1 /eph 5 f Wm. Ruſſel, 
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2 Tele Joſep eph Keeich; ” 
el. Nich. Newberry, 
705 Hartnol, Sam. Lover, 
Benj. Morley, Geo. Wright, 


Fran. Stanley, Job. Parſons, jun. 

d Geœo. Hammon, Tho. Grantham, 

Nn. Smart, 22 Clayton, 
John Reeve, cele. 

The. Parrot, Mich. Whiticar, 
 Fohn Wood, Giles Browne, 
Francis Smith, John Wells, 
 E#Edw. Jones, Steph. Torye, 
Hum. Jones, Tho. Lathwel, 
Mat. Caffen, Wn. Chadwel, 

Sam. Loveday, Vn. Raph, 
| Fob. Parſons,ſen.. Hen. Browne, 
Tho. Stacy, Vn. Paine, 

Edo. Stanley, Richard Bouin, 
Jionatb. Gennings, Tho. Smith. 
John 1 
And underneath, 
Owned and approved by more than 20. 000, 


London, Printed for Francis Smith, at the Elephant 2 
and Caſtle near — M.DC.LX. 


> He wrote himſelf Paſtor to the Church of Chriſt meeting 
at Biddenden in Kent; and in 1658 publiſhed - Buok, = 

 Sion's Redemption, and Original Sin vindicated. 4to. 
© He lived ſomewhere in the Weald of Kent, 2 held ſome par- 


ticular Opinions, by which ſome of the Anabaptiſts thereabouts 5 


we, ſill diftinguiſhed, and called Caffenites. 
e lived at Wadburſft in Suſſex, where he had a — 


and printed even Books in the ntinomian Strain. 
5 By : 
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By this it appears, That the Anabaptiſts 
of this Confeſſion, or they whom they called 
General, were much the greateſt Party. Who- 
ever compares the Firſt, Third, and Seventh 
of them with the Iſt, IId, and Vth of the 
XXXIX Articles of Religion, or with the 1ſt, 
2d, and 9th of thoſe of the Seven Churches, 

will, I fanſy, be inclined to think, that the 
Framers and Subſcribers of them affected to con- 
_ ceal their Opinions of the holy Trinity, Chriſ?'s 
Incarnation and Satisfaction: They ſay no- 
thing of Chr;/7s Reſurrection, and taking 

again his Body, gc. wherewith he aſcended 


into Heaven; but only, in general, That the 


_ ſame Lord Jeſus, who ſhewed himſelf alive 
after his Paſſion, was carricd up into Heaven. 
They likewiſe have omitted taking any notice 
of the Sacraments being not only Badges or 
Tokens of Chriſtian Mens Profeſſion ; and 
particularly of Baptiſm being not only a Sign 
of Profeſſion ; and the Supper of the Lord 
not only a Sign of the Love that Chriſtians 
| ought to have for one another. I ſee nothing 
of the Lawfulneſs of Chriſtian Men ſerving in 
the Wars; their Swearing when the Magi- 
ſtrate requireth, and of the Laws of the Realm 
- 13 Chriſtian Men with Death; of the 
Unpardonableneſs of wilful Sins committed 
after Baptiſm; from which they ought to 
have cleared themſelves, if innocent, ſince 
they themſelves own the Deſign of this Con- 
feſſion to be to inform all Men of their inno- 
cent Belief, in theſe Days of Scandal and 
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Reporach. However, they are pretty plain 
and open in aſſerting the Opinion of the 


German Anabaptiſt Separatiſts, That for all 
ſuch who preach not their Doctrine, they 


are to be caſt out, utterly denied, and had no 
OY _ Fellowſhip with. In this, we 
Hiſtory of In- are told, ſome of the Engliſh Ana- 

Lem Baptiſm, haptiſts are ſo peremptory, that, 


p- 411. edit. 


1707. 40. if they are in the Chamber of a 
ſick Perſon, and any Pxdobap- 

tiſt Miniſter come in to pray with him or 

her, they will go out of the Room. This is 

the Conſequence of their evil Surmizings, 

That our Prayers are Sin, and our Sacraments 
profane; comparing us to the unbelieving 
Jeus; and applying to us, what St. Peter 

ſaid of them, That they were an untoward 

Generation, from which Men ought to ſave 

_ themſelves; to idolatrous Babylon, out of 


which God's People are ordered to come : 


as if they affected to imitate the People 
” ſpoken of by the Prophet 1/aiah, 

Chap. hr. 5. Who ſaid, Stand by thyſelf ; come 
nat near to me, for I am holier 
than thou: Whereas, according to their own 
Confeſſion, in the Church Militant here upon 
Earth, Tares will grow among the Wheat, 
and can't be weeded out, or ſeparated from 
it, till the Harveſt, or End of the World. 


The learned Eraſmus obſerved, That ſome- 


what of this Spirit was but too much encou- 


raged by the firſt Reformers in Germany, 


which provoked him to make the following 
Re: 
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luxum, plus adulteriorum, quam inter 
gelicos; fic enim appellari gaudent. Hoc nec 
ii negant Evangelici: utinam omnes ad bo- 
nam frugem ſeſe recipiant, ut hic habear 
vanus. They aſſert that Principle of Chriſts 
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Reflection on them: Miri ficispræ- EpiP. lib. 


7 ſtigiis exaggerant, quam ſobrie, xxxi. 8 


quam caſte, quam innocenter vi. 
Varur ſub Evangelio, que majore f ts abies 


ore predicarentur. Quid Argentorati fiat 


neſcio : Alicubi ſcio nuſquam fuiſſe _— 
2van- 


Doctrine, to wit, Prayer, and Laying on of 


Flands, after Baptiſm, that they may re- 
ceive the Promiſe of the Holy Spirit: This 

the Seven Churches rejected as Popiſh. 
| Lafely ; Theſe teach the Millenary Opinion, 
That when Chriſt ſhall deſcend from Heaven, 
and appear, they ſhall reign with him on the 
Earth: That the Kingdoms of this World 

| ſhall become His; and unto the Saints ſhalt 


be given the Kingdom, and the Greatneſs of 


the Kingdom under the whole Heaven. 


In 1660 was likewiſe printed by 8 Wil- 


5 liam A lien, a Retractation of his . ee 1 
he having been one of the Genera! 


Anabap- 


t He was an [nſtance of the Progreſs that might be made 
in underſtanding the Scriptures, without the Knowledge 
of any of the learned I es, by one who had Hu- 
mility, and a Teachableneſs of Mind, and attended to 


reading and ſearching them. In 1676 be publiſhed 4 Se- 


ious and Friendly Addreſs to the Nonconformiſts, begin- 


zing with the Anabaptiſts, to ſhew his Obſervance of our 


| Lord's Advice, when he was converted himſe!f, to ſtrengthen 


W tiſts, 
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tiſts, and, I think, a Teacher among them: 


In the Preface to this, he makes the follow- 


ing Requeſt to thoſe who oppoſed Infant Bap- 
tiſm, and thoſe who aſlcrtcd and pleaded for 
it, with which I ſhall conclude this Brief 


Hiſtory. 
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them, calls for it: The Senſe of their 


© own Weakneſs, and that they are no more 
© jnfallible than other Men, calls for it: 
And the Peace and undiſturbed State 


of the Church and People of God, 


which every Chriſtian is bound, as much 
as in them lies, to preſerve, calls for it 


likewiſe. 


© tiſts, both Miniſters and Peo- 


0 ple, is, That they would uſe like Mode- 

ration and Tenderneſs towards the godly. 

« Antipedobaptiſts, and nor, for their dif. 

ferent Opinion take in point of Bapti!m, 

to (ct them at noughr, and pee en them 
| 10 


on My 1 Requeſt (fays 
Page i. © he to the Antipædobaptiſts) 
* is, That their Diflent from 
other godly Chriſtians in the Point of 
Infant Baptiſm, may be held and managed 
with much Humility and Sobriety towards 
them that differ : That Revcrence which 
is duc to the Wiſdome, Godlineſſe, Faith- 
fulneſs, and Zeal of ſo great a Number as 
in former Ages have been, and in this pre- 
ſent Age are of a Mind different from 


3 1 My Prayer, on the other 
Page ii hand, to the godly Pædobap- 
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to the People, and that without Diſtinc- 
tion, as ſuch Monſters as ſome do, nor 
to make an Eſtimate of the beſt by the 
worſt ; there being near as much Differ- 
cence between Anabaptiſt and Anaba — | 
as there is between Pædobaptiſt and 


baptiſt ; but to think and ſpcak of them 
as ſuch, who, for a conſiderable Part of 
them, at leaſt, arc truly tender of the Glory 
of God, and of the —— — of b 


Laws. 


